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Aspects of the Historical Geography of Northeastern 
Syria from Middle Assyrian to Neo-Assyrian Times 

Surveys, excavations and historical in­
vestigations during the last three 
decennia have considerably changed 

our picture of the historical and historical-
geographic setting of northeastern Syria 
during the time of Assyrian occupation. If 
at the beginning of this century the source 
material was limited to the annals of Neo-
Assyrian kings and documents such as the 
famous Harran Census, we now possess a 
wealth of documents reaching over the cen­
turies from the 14th up to the 6th century 
Be. Nevertheless our knowledge of the his­
torical geography of northern Syria during 
this time is limited for various reasons. 

1. The available source material is not 
equally distributed within the time-frame. 
On the contrary: We possess rich source 
material from specific periods, for example 
the reigns of Tukultl-Ninurta I or Shalmane-
sar III, but nothing or only very scant textual 
or archaeological evidence from some of the 
other periods. This unequal distribution of 
the sources has historical-political reasons 
on the one hand and the accidental tradition 
on the other. It depends, too, on the state of 
research in specific periods, i.e. the interest 
of the scholarly world in questions of his­
torical geography.1 

2. The available source material is not 
equally distributed in space, i.e. we know 
quite a lot about the capitals and some pro­
vincial centres due to continuous excava­
tions in Assur, Nimrud and Nineveh. In 

other regions and places however there have 
been far fewer systematic investigations, 
and only random finds have been made. For 
this reason a well-investigated and doc­
umented place may be overestimated; its 
importance seems overwhelming - although 
nothing in the primary sources points to 
such a unique situation. On the other hand, 
archaeological excavations were carried out 
and the importance of a place demonstrated 
- but the lack or scarcity of written material 
precludes its identification and the histori­
cal situation cannot be shown. In the exten­
sive and varied landscape which constitutes 
northern Syria hundreds of talis are known 
but only a limited number have been exca­
vated and thus remarkable places may re­
main unidentified. 

3. The available source material is not uni­
form. There are "official" texts such as royal 
historical inscriptions - often in the fashion 
of a building inscription with a historical 
introduction - or building inscriptions, ste­
lae etc. in places which have been captured 
and integrated into the administrative sys­
tem of the Assyrian empire. But there are 
also the administrative documents of the 
local or of the central bureaucracy, which 
show us something about the geographical 
situation at a certain place. 

4. The available source material is not yet 
published in full and the published texts and 
archaeological results are not yet fully 
examined with respect to their contributions 
to historical geography. This is a well-
known and deplorable situation. Happily, 
the important project of our friends here in 

1 C f . m y o v e r v i e w o n the p e r i o d s o f s c i e n t i f i c in teres t in syrian Geography, Q u a d e r n i d i G e o g r a f i a S t o r i c a 5 
h i s t o r i c a l g e o g r a p h y in o u r d i s c i p l i n e in " H i s t o r i c a l G e o g - ( 1 9 9 5 ) 1 1 7 - 2 5 . 
r a p h y - Pas t a n d P r e s e n t , " in : M . L i v e r a n i ( e d . ) , Neo-As-
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Helsinki is trying to change this situation. 
We are on the way to a better reconstruction 
of the geographical and historical features 
of this region although many problems re­
main unsolved. 

The main concern of my paper today will 
be the stability and instability of settle­
ments and political or ethnic units, the con­
tinuation of habitations or the breaking off 
of a tradition or of a settlement at specific 
places. I have tried to find out where long-
lasting traditions existed and natural, com­
mercial or political reasons led to continu­
ous habitation at a specific place. 

At the moment I propose to proceed from 
texts from the archive of Tall Seh Hamad/ 
Dur-Katlimmu2 and to discuss first some 
topographical problems which are posed by 
several of the places and rivers named in 
these texts. Later on I shall discuss more 
general questions arising from the compari­
son of Middle Assyrian and Neo-Assyrian 
historical geography. 

I will start with the so-called "itinerary" 
DeZ 2521 which was published 12 years 
ago.1 Most of my identifications have been 
accepted by scholars; some are under dis­
cussion. The topographical features men­
tioned in this document are: 

Ta'idu, certainly identical with Hittite 

Ta'ita and Neo-Assyrian Tabite,4 has not yet 
been identified. Its situation in the northeas­
tern part of the Habur triangle is most prob­
able. M. Wafler has restressed the possi­
bility of an identification with Tall Haml-
dlya, where he undertook excavations, but 
is unable to offer proof for his proposal. The 
just-published royal inscriptions from this 
place5 show that Tukultl-Ninurta II built 
there - but nothing else. 

The river Marirte has no counterpart in 
other inscriptions and therefore is left un­
identified. I proposed an identification with 
-the Gaggag or an affluent of this river6 

which received its name from the extreme 
salinity of its water. Makrisi, in later texts 
Magarisi, has been identified with modern 
Hassaka. Although this identification can­
not be confirmed by textual or archaeologi­
cal evidence - the ancient tall is occupied 
by a part of the modern town and the French 
barracks - it seems appropriate. 

Naprasi remains unidentified, but is defi­
nitely to be found on the banks of the Habur. 
The same holds true for Latihi, which may 
be identified with Tall Saddada, a place not 
far from Tall Agaga which certainly bears 
the ruins of Sadikanni,7 a well-known seat 
of a provincial governor in Neo-Assyrian 
times, named as Suadikani in four docu-

' F o r the e x c a v a t i o n s at th i s p l a c e a n d the M i d d l e A s s y r ­
i an tab le t s f o u n d there , c f . , i .a . , H . K u h n e , A f O 2 6 
( 1 9 7 8 / 7 9 ) 1 6 6 - 6 8 ; 31 ( 1 9 8 4 ) 1 6 6 - 7 8 ; W . R o l l i g , Orien-
talia Al ( 1 9 7 8 ) 4 1 9 - 3 0 ; A A A S 3 4 ( 1 9 8 5 ) 1 8 9 - 9 4 a n d t h e 
f i n a l e x c a v a t i o n repor t s " B e r i c h t e der A u s g r a b u n g e n T a l l 
S e h H a m a d / D u r - K a t l i m m u " (= B A T S H ) B d . 1, 1991 
( H g . H . K u h n e ) ; B d . 2 , 1995 (P . P f a l z n e r ) ; B d . 4, 1996 
( E . C a n c i k - K i r s c h b a u m ) . 
3 W . R o l l i g , " E i n I t i ne ra r aus D u r - K a t l i m m u , " Damas-
zemer Mitteilungen 1 ( 1 9 8 3 ) 2 7 9 - 8 4 . 
4 K . K e s s l e r , Untersuchungen zur historischen Topo­
graphic Nordmesopotamiens, T A V O B e i h e f t B 2 6 
( 1 9 8 0 ) 8 5 f f , 1 l O f f ; K h . N a s h e f , R G T C 5 (= T A V O B e i h . 
B 7 / 5 , 1982 ) 2 5 6 f ; G . F . d e l M o n t e , R G T C 6 / 2 (= T A V O 
B e i h . B 7 / 6 / 2 , 1 9 9 2 ) 153. F u r t h e r , c f . V . H a a s / M . W a f l e r , 
" M o g l i c h k e i t e n der I d e n t i f i z i e r u n g des T a l l a l - H a m i -
d l y a , " i n : S . E i c h l e r et a l . , Tall al-Hamldiya / , O B O S A 
4 ( 1 9 8 5 ) 5 3 - 7 6 ; M . W a f l e r , " T a ' i d u , S t o l i c a p a n s t w a 
M i t a n n i , " Xenia Posnaninensia 2 ( 1 9 9 3 ) 4 - 1 8 . 

5 M . W a f l e r , N A B U 1995 , N ° 31 . O f s p e c i a l in teres t i s 
the r e f e r e n c e to aruNa-wa-ar hal-si'"mTa-i-de4 i n a d o c u ­
m e n t f o u n d on " t h e f l o o r o f the l a rge r o o m o n the n o r t h 
s i d e o f the M i t a n n i p a l a c e " at T a l l B r a k : Iraq 5 0 ( 1 9 8 8 ) 
105: N ° 2 4 : 2 f , c f . N . J . I l l i n g w o r t h , i b i d . p. 1 0 7 f . 
6 F o r the g e o g r a p h i c a l s e t t i n g a n d s o m e s u r v e y s in th i s 
r e g i o n c f . T . D a v i d s o n / A . M c K e r r e l l , Iraq 38 ( 1 9 7 6 ) 
4 5 - 6 5 ; D . J . W . M e i j e r , A Survey in Northeastern Syria, 
P u b l . d e l T n s t i t u t h i s t o r i q u e - a r c h e o l o g i q u e n e e r l a n d a i s 
de S t a m b o u l L V I I I ( L e i d e n 1 9 8 6 ) . 

F o r recent e x c a v a t i o n s at th i s p l a c e c f . A s ' a d 
M a h m o u d , " T a l l ' A g a g a 1982 , T a l l " A g a g a 1 9 8 4 , " A f O 
31 ( 1 9 8 4 ) 1 1 2 - 1 4 ; A . M a h m o u d / R . B e r n b e c k / H . K u h n e / 
P . P f a l z n e r / W . R o l l i g , " D i e A u s g r a b u n g e n a u f d e m T e l l 
' A g a g a - S a d i k a n n i 1 9 8 2 , " Damaszener Mitteilungen 3 
( 1 9 8 8 ) 1 4 1 - 8 4 ; A . M a h m o u d , " E i n e n e u e ' L a m a s s u ' -
F i g u r aus T a l l A g a g a / S a d i k a n n i , " in : Von Uruk nach 
Tuttul, F S E . S t r o m m e n g e r ( 1 9 9 2 ) l O l f ; A . M a h m o u d / 
H . K u h n e , A f O 4 0 / 4 1 ( 1 9 9 3 / 9 4 ) 2 1 5 - 2 1 . 
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ments f r o m D u r - K a t l i m m u , 8 once writ ten 
sa-di-k[a]-ni.9 

Qatun is n a m e d not o n l y here but 
together wi th Sad ikann i a l so in D e Z 3309, 
a d o c u m e n t concern ing the de l i ve ry o f bar ­
ley . It has o f ten been connec ted wi th 
Qat tunan in the Mar i Arch i ves 1 0 and ap­
pears as Qatn i in the N e o - A s s y r i a n i t in ­
eraries f r o m T u k u l t l - N i n u r t a II o n , " earlier 
as a n i s b a t aruqat-na-a-iamci in a text o f 
Assur -be i - ka l a 1 2 bes ides the land M a r i , 
w h i c h w i l l be d i scussed later. A n ident i f i ­
cat ion wi th one o f the talis on the l ower 
Habur , n a m e l y Ta l l F a d g a m i or T a l l A s a m -

sani, is not yet possible.1 3 

T h e ident i f icat ion o f D u r - K a t l i m m u 
with Ta l l Seh H a m a d is ind isputable . A s 
noted before , the cont inuat ion o f sett lement 
f r o m M i d d l e to N e o - A s s y r i a n t imes in the 
Habur va l l ey has been proved for most o f 
these towns . 

A n o t h e r text in the T S H arch ive can a lso 
be used in a certain sense as an i t inerary. It 
bears the m u s e u m number D e Z 3281 and 
l ists a number o f cit ies or p laces , w h i c h are 
part ia l ly k n o w n f r o m other texts f r o m the 
same arch ive and also f r o m con temporary 
or later texts. 

D e Z 3281 

10 

38" ANSU 
29 [ANSU] 

9 [ A N S U ] 
2 ANSU 

ANSU 
A N S U 
A N S U 
ANSU 
A N S U 

ANSU 
ANSU 
ANSU 
ANSU 

15 [ l i j A N S U 

6 B A N SE 
5 B A N 
6 B A N 
6 B A N 
6 B A N 
3 B A N 
4 B A N 
3 B A N 

7 B A N 
1 B A N 
8 B A N 

2 B A N 

' K A R - [ d A M A R . U T U ] D U M U a-[£>W-Sl]G5 
I dXXX -77j [w-Sl ]G 5 [ ]x 
ar"pa-a-tu-[ ] 
"'"du-un-ni^a-siur] 
"'"hu-zi-ra-nu • b 
muKASKAL-ra-a-nu 
mua-ia-a 

"ha-ba-ja-tu 

m 
a-ra-zi-qu 

"'"bu-sa-ia-u 
"™ni-ih-ri-a 
u r uKUR ha-nu A N . T A 
"'"hu-um-na-hu-sa 
]tukul-ti-Ame-er 
Lia+sur-ke-td-li-ser 

S U . N I G I N 1 M E 33 A N S U 7 B A N S E i+na G I S . B A N hi-bur-ni 

a-[n]a "wsa-lu-[s]a [ni-nu-a-ia-u 
e-te-me-di 

il"[kal]-mar-tu UD 10 K A M li-mu 
20 l d EN.L l ' L -SUM- IB ILA 

T h i s d o c u m e n t records in the s u m m a r y 
" 1 3 3 homers and 7 sutu bar ley accord ing to 
the su tu m e a s u r e o f the hiburnu N i n u a j a ' u 

has i m p o s e d on the t own Sa lusa . " A t the 
beg inn ing and at the end o f the list w e f i nd 
persona l names . T h e y are not comp le te , but 

8 DeZ 2524, 3304, 3309, 3845. 
9 DeZ 3317:3'. 
10 B . Groneberg, R G T C 3 (1980) 189 with references 
and cf. most recently for the formation of the city-name 
J . -M . Durand, "Flori legium marianum II ," Memoires de 
N.A.B.U. 3 (1994) 89. 
11 References in O. Michel , W O 1 (1947/50) 394f; S. 

Parpola, N A T (1970) 285, cf. s.v. Qadine, ibid. p. 283. 
12 R I M A 2 (1991) A.0.89.2 II 6. 
13 For T. Fadgami see H. Kiihne, B a M 11 (1980) 51f; 
A f O 25 (1974/77) 249ff ; 26 (1979) 187. T . Asamsani see 
K . Kessler, Untersuchungen (1980) 233: W . Roll ig, 
Orientalia 47 (1978) 424 n. 24. 
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10 
I.e. 

rev. 

15 

20 

DeZ 3281 

k̂ SIK 
^i»//f/e//i/Jt— 

YA-^pw-
j « / / / / / / ( f 

irtWrfllW Igr !I M 
rifaY ^ms^m, hfir&ir f j r 
fer WiW+tif'fr* *////, 

^r^^r >^ 
S ^ i ^ P f ^ r F W i ^ 
W0mm^V» K * f r w mA Jp£= ^rir^rHf^ ggg 
r ^ ^ ^ ^ w g t 

I O 
^ p m W ^ - f f 

. ^ ^ ^ 
W? 

wm^&^M^^^ 

I have no doubt that they belong to Etir-
Marduk, a well-known bel pahete,u and 
Sin-mudammeq, also a high official in the 
administration of the MA empire, probably 
a sukkallu with residence at Assukanni.15 

Each of these officials receives a consider­
able amount of barley - possibly on behalf 
of their districts. The following place 
names are mostly well-known from other 
texts, but there are some exceptions. 

Patu[...] of line 3 is otherwise unknown 
and according to its orthography it is not 
necessarily connected with the place name 
Patti-Assur constructed with the noun pattu 
"channel," which is known from another 
text from Dur-Katlimmu.16 Therefore no 
proposal for an identification is possible. 

Dunni-Assur, "stronghold of Assur," is 
well-known from two letters, sent by Sin-
mudammeq to the sukkallu rabu Assur-
iddin.17 In the letter BATSH N° 4:2 troops 
have been commanded to hold back soldiers 
from Karkemis and these troops took post 
at Dunni-Assur, which is named "my (i.e. 
Sin-mudammeq's) stronghold" (dunni-ja). 
Because during this action the bank of a 
river is occupied it seems convincing that 
the fortress was situated on the Euphrates 
or the Balih river. For good reasons Eva 
Cancik concluded that the last-named river 
must be taken into consideration, where 
tails such as Tall Sabi Abyad, Tall Gidle, 
Tall Sahlan and Tall Hammam show MA 
occupation levels. But Tall Sabi Abyad is to 

14 E t i r - M a r d u k is m e n t i o n e d as belpabete in D e Z 2 2 1 5 , 
2 5 2 3 , 3 3 9 5 a n d 4 0 2 2 ; f u r t h e r in D e Z 2 5 2 2 , 2 5 3 2 , 3 2 7 2 , 
3 3 0 9 , 3 3 2 5 a n d 3 3 9 3 d u r i n g the e p o n y m a t s o f A s s u r - b e l -
i l a n i , M u s a l l i m - A d a d , A b i - i l i , E t e l - p i - A s s u r a n d I n a -
A s s u r - s u m a - a s b a t , i .e . d u r i n g t h e f i r s t th i rd o f the r e i g n 
o f T u k u l t i - N i n u r t a I. A t the s a m e t i m e - e x c e p t i n t h e 
e p o n y m a t e o f A b i - i l i - the sukkallu w a s A s s u r - i d d i n . 

E t i r - M a r d u k w a s the s o n o f A b u - d a ' i q and h a d a s o n 
n a m e d M a r d u k - a p l a - e r e s ( c f . D e Z 3 3 2 5 ) . 

S i n - m u d a m m e q is the a u t h o r o f f i v e ( o r p e r h a p s 
s e v e n ) le t ters f r o m the a r c h i v e o f D u r - K a t l i m m u ( E . 
C a n c i k - K i r s c h b a u m , B A T S H 4 [ 1 9 9 6 ] N ° 2 - 8 , c f . p . 2 8 f f ) 
and o f n i n e le t ters f r o m the a r c h i v e o f T a l l H u w e r a , c f . 
C . K i i h n e i n : W . O r t h m a n n et a l . , Ausgrabungen in Tell 

Chuera in Nordost-Syrien I ( 1 9 9 5 ) 2 0 8 . 
A p a r t f r o m the le t ters h i s n a m e a p p e a r s at D u r - K a t l i m ­

m u f u r t h e r in D e Z 2 5 1 4 as the f a t h e r o f S i n - a S a r e d a n d 
the b r o t h e r o f R i S - h a m r u a n d in D e Z 3 4 3 8 ; b u t it s e e m s 
h i g h l y q u e s t i o n a b l e that it i s the s a m e p e r s o n . 
16 mupa-ti-Aa-sur D e Z 3 3 8 9 : 1 1 . It d e a l s w i t h a r e c e i p t f o r 
the t rans fe r o f a f o u r - y e a r - o l d o x as a r e p l a c e m e n t f o r an 
a n i m a l that d i e d in P . D a t e : 5 . B e l a t - e k a l l i m , E p o n y m 
L i b u r - z a n i n - A s s u r . B e s i d e s th i s r e f e r e n c e , o n l y r i v e r 
n a m e s w i t h the e l e m e n t p a t t i - are k n o w n ; c f . K h . N a s h e f , 
R G T C 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 3 1 2 . 
17 D e Z 3 3 9 6 + 3 8 3 7 = B A T S H 4 N ° 4 a n d D e Z 3 4 3 9 = 
i b i d . N ° 2. 

2 8 4 
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be e x c l u d e d because the M A texts f r o m this 
place1 8 h int that D u n n i - A s s u r b e l o n g e d to 
its distr ict (pafiutu) - but is not ident ica l 
w i th the p lace i tsel f . It shou ld be m e n t i o n e d 
that in the s a m e context o f the letter further 
p laces such as D u n n i - D a g a l , S irda, Tut tu l 
and G i l m a are ment i oned , al l p laces on the 
B a l i h . Tha t Tut tu l is the f a m o u s Tuttul sa 
Baliha*9 seems u n d o u b t e d l y sure. A n o t h e r 
letter, B A T S H 4 N ° 4 R e v . 11 refers to 
D u n n i - A s s u r and connects it w i t h a p lace 
n a m e d Sah la lu . T h i s is a w e l l - k n o w n p lace , 
m e n t i o n e d as Sa-ah-la-la in the f a m o u s O B 
i t inerary be tween A p q u sa B a l i h a and Z a l -
pah,20 both to be sought on the B a l i h . It w a s 
ident i f i ed by G . D o s s i n in 1974 wi th T . 
Sahlan.2 1 For these reasons , the series o f 
tai ls ava i l ab le for D u n n i - A s s u r m a y be re ­
duced to T a l l G i d l e and T a l l H a m m a m . 

Huz i ranu , w h i c h is m e n t i o n e d in l ine 5 
and in the letter D e Z 3320 (= B A T S H 4 N° 
6 ) , is undoub ted l y to be ident i f i ed w i th the 
N A H u z i r i n a w h i c h K . De l l e r m a n y years 
ago f o u n d at Sul tantepe in the U p p e r B a l i h 
va l ley . 2 2 Its N e o - A s s y r i a n ex i s tence is w e l l 
documented . 

H a r r a n u , the m o d e r n A l t i n b a s a k , needs 
n o c o m m e n t bes ides the fact that this t o w n 
in this part o f the reign o f T u k u l t l - N i n u r t a I 
b e l o n g e d to the reg ion w i th s tab i l i zed A s ­
syr ian presence.2 3 

A y y a is doubt fu l . T h e read ing here is 
sure, but the ident i f i ca t ion poses s o m e 
p r o b l e m s . In a M A letter f r o m D u r - K a t l i m -
mu24 it is reported that merchants , c o m i n g 
f r o m K a r k e m i s , crossed the Euphrates 
b e l o w the c i ty o f K u m a h u (saplan nruKuma-
hi) and proceeded to Huz i ran i , a'°A-ya-a-ni 
and Harrani , i.e. the same cons te l l a t i on o f 
sett lements is to be f o u n d as in our record 
about the de l i very o f bar ley . E . C a n c i k p ro ­
p o s e d in her P h D thesis an e m e n d a t i o n to 
* A j j a l a n u and ident i f i ca t ion w i t h N A Y a l u -
na, a p lace w h i c h is n a m e d several t imes in 
w i n e texts f r o m K a l a h , but n o r m a l l y it is 
m e n t i o n e d there together wi th the reg ion o f 
N ineveh 2 5 and shou ld be located there and 
not as far in the west as our A y y a ( n i ) . O n 
the other hand w e learn f r o m the Harran 
C e n s u s (4 I I I 18) o f a ( l i t t le ?) t o w n "'"A-a-
na-ta-a bes ides "'"Balihu,26 w h i c h is c o n ­
v e n t i o n a l l y ident i f i ed wi th the m o d e r n T a l l 
A b y a d ; this cou ld be a candidate for the new 
M A place , because in the p la in be tween the 
m o d e r n A l t i nbasak and A k c a k a l e (Ta l l 
A b y a d ) a series o f ru ins o f anc ient sett le­
ments ( ta i ls ) can be seen w h i c h h a v e not yet 
been ident i f i ed . 

H a b a y a t u has not yet been f o u n d in other 
sources and its l oca t ion is abso lu te l y u n ­
k n o w n . Desp i te the fact that it cannot be 
demonstra ted that our list o f p lace names 

T h e s e d o c u m e n t s h a v e b e e n b r o u g h t to o u r a t t e n t i o n 
b y F . A . M . W i g g e r m a n n w h o is in c h a r g e o f the p u b l i c a ­
t i o n o f the t ex tua l m a t e r i a l f r o m T a l l S a b i A b y a d . C f . 
p r o v i s i o n a l l y h i s paper d e l i v e r e d at the 4 1 s t R A I in 
B e r l i n : " T h e M i d d l e A s s y r i a n T e x t s f r o m T e l l Sab i 
A b y a d . " 
19 F o r the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n w i t h T a l l B i ' a c f . B . G r o n e b e r g , 
R G T C 3 ( 1 9 8 0 ) 2 4 2 a n d M . K r e b e r n i k , M D O G 125 
( 1 9 9 3 ) 5 2 ; h e r e a l s o the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f S i r d a / S e r d a 
w i t h T a l l a s - S e d d a o n the B a l i h . 
2 0 W . W . H a l l o , J C S 18 ( 1 9 6 4 ) 6 0 : 3 4 , c f . B . G r o n e b e r g , 
R G T C 3 ( 1 9 8 0 ) 2 5 7 a n d f o r r e f e r e n c e s f r o m N A t i m e s c f . 
K . K e s s l e r , Untersuchungen T A V O B e i h . B 2 6 ( 1 9 8 0 ) 
201 f . T h e p l a c e is a l s o m e n t i o n e d in the n e w l y - f o u n d M A 
tab le t s f r o m T a l l Sab i A b y a d and T a l l H u w e r a , c f . C . 
K i i h n e in : W . O r t h m a n n , Ausgrabungen ... / ( 1 9 9 5 ) 2 0 9 f . 
21 G . D o s s i n , R A 6 8 ( 1 9 7 4 ) 2 6 n. 4. 
2 2 K . D e l l e r , Orientalia 3 4 ( 1 9 6 5 ) 4 5 7 , c f . J . N . P o s t -

ga te , R 1 A 4 ( 1 9 7 2 / 7 5 ) 5 3 5 f . 
23 J . N . P o s t g a t e , R 1 A 4 ( 1 9 7 2 / 7 5 ) 1 2 2 - 2 5 ; B . G r o n e b e r g , 
R G T C 3 ( 1 9 8 0 ) 9 2 ; K h . N a s h e f , R G T C 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 1 2 0 a n d 
the h i s t o r i c a l and c u l t i c e v i d e n c e c o l l e c t e d b y B . P o n -
g r a t z - L e i s t e n , " A n z u - V o g e l f i i r d a s E.HUL.HUL in H a r r a n , " 
in : U . F i n k b e i n e r / R . D i t t m a n n / H . H a u p t m a n n ( H g b . ) , 
Beitrage zur Kulturgeschichte Vorderasiens, F S R . M . 
B o e h m e r ( M a i n z 1 9 9 5 ) 5 4 9 - 5 7 a n d e s p e c i a l l y n. 3. C f . 
a l s o UTUhar-ra-ni D e Z 3 3 2 0 (= B A T S H 4 N ° 6 ) : 2 0 ' a n d 
K U RKASKAL-m in D e Z 3 8 3 5 (= B A T S H 4 N ° 7 ) : 10'. 
2 4 D e Z 3 3 2 0 = B A T S H 4 N ° 6. 
2 5 C f . C T N 1 6 2 1 0 : 2 , 6 2 1 1 : 2 ; 2 N ° 121 :5 , 12; 171 :5 ; 3 
N ° 1 4 7 : 2 ; 1 4 8 : 2 ; c f . J . V . K i n n i e r W i l s o n , The Nimrud 
Wine Lists, C T N 1 ( 1 9 7 2 ) 111 w i t h n. 3 3 ; M . M a l l o w a n , 
Nimrud and its Remains ( 1 9 6 6 ) 6 4 0 n. 2 0 ; J . N . P o s t g a t e , 
R 1 A 5 ( 1 9 7 6 / 8 0 ) 2 5 5 . 

6 S e e F . M . F a l e s , Censimenti e catasti di epoca Neo-As-
sira ( 1 9 7 3 ) 3 4 N ° 4 (= S A A 11 2 1 3 ) 1 1 1 18. 

2 8 5 



ROLLIG HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF NORTHERN SYRIA 

proceeds in a strict geographical order - as 
is the rule in the "itinerary" D e Z 2421 - I 
think that places are mentioned which are 
close together or at least not in absolutely 
opposite directions. So this place should be 
looked for in northwestern Syria, too. 

On the other hand, there are references to 
Araziqu in other sources. There is the wel l -
known hunting report in the annals of T ig -
lath-pileser I which was repeated by Assur-
bel-kala in his inscription on the so-called 
Broken Obelisk. Tiglath-pileser is hunting 
"extraordinarily strong wild virile bulls in 
the desert, in the land Mittani, and at the 
city Araziqu which is before the land Hatti 
(sa ina pan kUTha-at-te)";21 Assur-bel -kala 
uses the same text but adds after "before the 
land Hatti" the words "and at the foot of 
Mount Lebanon (u ina sep kmlab-na-ni)."M 

This phrase cannot imply that this town has 
to be sought "at the foot of Mount Lebanon" 
but that this hunting expedition, if it really 
took place, extended in this direction. 
Nevertheless, the description by Tiglath-
pileser gives a clear picture of the situation: 
he proceeded from the steppe region (hu-
ribte) of the land Mittani, i.e. the plain of 
northern and northwestern Syria, to Araz i ­
qu, which is not in the land Hatti, but "be­
fore" this region. As far as we are informed, 
at this time the region of Hatti had its east­
ern frontier at the Euphrates. Therefore 
Araziqu, too, should be located somewhere 
in the region east of the river. The arrival of 
the town onto our list supports this position 
strongly. No place seems to be mentioned 

which is far in the west and beyond the 
Euphrates, and the proposed identification 
of Araziqu with Tal l al-Hagg near Gebel 
Aruda29 is absolutely excluded. 

If we take into consideration the other 
texts from Dur -Kat l immu it is a fact that 
only a single place is mentioned several 
times as having a position on the Euphrates, 
namely Karkamis. The just cited letter 
B A T S H 4 N° 6 reports on the merchants on 
their way from Karkamis to Huziranu and 
Harranu and the crossing of this river at 
Kumahu. The same city Kumahu is named 
in letter N° 2 which further on, in an unde­
cided context with Karkamis, cites the res 
urua-ra-zi-[qi] besides an otherwise un­
known Espirua and later on a town "'"ma-ri-
na sa sade(KUR);30 all places where Sutians 
can be found and - possibly - defeated. 
Kumaha/Kumahi , on the other hand, is 
wel l -known from Hittite sources.31 It is the 
place of a battle between the king Suppilu-
l iuma I and Karanni, king of Hajasa.32 Other 
references in the so-called evocations name 
it besides the lands of A l z i j a , Papanha and 
Hajasa; in the region of Kumaha are forests 
and the landscape seems to be mountainous. 
In the light of the new textual evidence it is 
sure that the - based on apparent conso­
nance - proposed identification with mod­
ern Kemah,33 is precluded. The town has to 
be located further to the south, not far but 
upstream or downstream from Karka-
mis/Cerablus. W e should take into con­
sideration that it seems practical to cross the 
Euphrates at a ford and not to travel through 

A . K . G r a y s o n , R I M A 2 ( 1 9 9 1 ) A . 0 . 8 7 . 1 V I 6 1 - 6 9 . 
i b i d . A . 0 . 8 9 . 7 I V 4 f . 

90 

A . R . S t u c k y , c f . K h . N a s h e f , R G T C 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 3 6 w i t h 
r e f e r e n c e s . F u r t h e r r e f e r e n c e s are D e Z 3 4 3 9 (= B A T S H 
4 N ° 2 ) : 4 5 a n d D . A r n a u d , A u O r . 5 ( 1 9 8 6 ) 21 I f f T . 13 :13 . 

It s e e m s p o s s i b l e - f o l l o w i n g an i d e a o f M a r t a L u c i a -
ni - to o f f e r a s u g g e s t i o n f o r the i d e n t i f i c a t i o n o f th i s 
p l a c e : D u r i n g a f i r s t c a m p a i g n o f e x c a v a t i o n s at T a l l 
S h i o u k h F o q a n i i n the a rea o f the T iSr in D a m p r o j e c t o n 
the E u p h r a t e s , F . M . F a l e s u n e a r t h e d an A r a m a i c d o c u ­
m e n t w i t h the p l a c e n a m e br mm, c e r t a i n l y to b e c o n ­

n e c t e d w i t h the "r"bur-mar-'i-na in B e t - A d i n i o f S h a l -
m a n e s e r III ( s ee N A T p. 9 5 ) ( p r i v a t e c o m m u n i c a t i o n ) . 
T h i s f i t s q u i t e w e l l w i t h t h e M a r i n a o f M A t i m e s . 
31 C f . G . F . d e l M o n t e / J . T i s c h l e r , R G T C 6/1 ( 1 9 7 8 ) 
2 2 0 f ; G . F . de l M o n t e , R G T C 6 / 2 ( 1 9 9 2 ) 83 ; H . O t t e n , 
R 1 A 6 ( 1 9 8 0 / 8 3 ) 3 3 4 . 
3 2 K U B X I X 11 I V 4 0 - 4 4 , c f . H . G . G i i t e r b o c k , J C S 10 
( 1 9 5 6 ) 6 6 . 
33 C f . f o r e x a m p l e J . G a r s t a n g / O . R . G u r n e y , The Geogra­
phy of the Hittite Empire ( 1 9 5 9 ) 35 . 
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an ex t reme ly m o u n t a i n o u s reg ion . In the 
reg ion o f the upper Euphrates f our direct 
fords o f s ign i f i cance are reported: A t 
K e m a h ( w h i c h here is not re levant ) , M a l a t -
ya , Samsat and B i rec ik . T h e r e f o r e K u m a h a 
shou ld be sought either far to the northeast 
o f K a r k a m i s at B i r e c i k or further south at 
the p lace where unti l the beg inn ing o f this 
century the M o s s u l - A l e p p o caravan route 
crossed the Euphrates , n a m e l y at T i l Bars ip 
(Ta l l A h m a r ) w h i c h is s i tuated 2 0 k m south 
o f the capita l on the left bank o f the r iver . 
D . H a w k i n s ident i f i ed this p lace wi th Hi t -
tite Mazuwat i , 3 4 a t own in Asta ta , but f r o m 
the M i d d l e A s s y r i a n sources c o m e s n o sup ­
port for this ident i f i ca t ion . T h e r e f o r e I 
th ink that the merchants took their route 
f r o m T a l l A h m a r to the northeast around the 
K a r a D a g and beh ind the C u d i D a g i to H u -
z i r ina /Sul tantepe, A y y a n i and Harranu. T h i s 
corresponds mos t l y wi th the route o f the 
harran sarri in N A times.35 W i t h respect to 
the locat ion o f A r a z i q u , a p rominent p lace 
at the southern border o f the Sarug p la in 
such as Ta l l Karus3 6 is a poss ib le candidate , 
but it seems as i f it has N e o - A s s y r i a n leve ls 
o n l y . Tha t the n a m e A r a z i q u is no longer 
present in N A t imes is immater ia l ; the set­
t lement m a y have surv i ved under a d i f ferent 
name . 

Busaya 'u as the n a m e o f a sett lement is 
o therwise u n k n o w n . I f the quant i ty o f grain 
de l i vered to each p lace accord ing to our 
d o c u m e n t is an ind icat ion o f the impor tance 
o f the respect ive sett lements then B u s a y a ' u 

w a s ex t reme ly sma l l , p robab l y on ly a v i l ­
lage. But it should be remembered that a 
mounta in or a mounta in range named Busse 
ex isted w h i c h is ment ioned as l y i n g between 
K a t m u h i and M u m m e o f A l z i . 3 7 B e c a u s e 
K a t m u h i is to be sought in the eastern part 
o f the K a s s i y a r i mounta ins , 3 8 B u s s e m a y 
have been s o m e w h e r e in its western re­
g ions . T h e p lace n a m e o f our d o c u m e n t can 
be connec ted wi th this area i f the v i l l a g e 
w a s f o u n d e d by settlers f r o m the B u s s e 
mounta ins . 

Nihria poses specia l p r o b l e m s . It is w e l l -
k n o w n f r o m other sources and has been 
in tens ive ly d isputed in m a n y pub l i ca t i ons 
dur ing recent decades.3 9 Never the less , the 
p r o b l e m o f its l oca l i sa t ion is u n s o l v e d . L e t 
me repeat in br ie f what is k n o w n about this 
important c i ty : In O l d A s s y r i a n d o c u m e n t s 
it is w e l l - k n o w n as the seat o f a karum, w i th 
admin is t ra t ion through an esartum and a 
kassum o f f i c ia l . 4 0 Subsequen t l y , a pa lace is 
reported in this t own , w h i c h - accord ing to 
one d o c u m e n t only4 1 - p o s s i b l y p layed a 
ro le in a series o f route -s ta t ions be tween 
Hurupsa and S i n a r i h u m , both un ident i f i ed . 

F r o m the contex t o f other d o c u m e n t s it 
seems sure that its pos i t i on is not far f r o m 
Z a l m a q u m and therefore s o m e w h e r e in 
northern Syr ia . T h e M a r i texts refer several 
t imes to the ci ty and the p e o p l e c o m i n g 
f r o m there. A d m i n i s t r a t i v e d o c u m e n t s re­
cord presents g i ven to m e n f r o m (in this 
sequence) : A p u m - A n d a r i q - K u r d a -
N i h r i a - Suda - A s n a k k u m ; 4 2 or a l ittle bit 

3 4 D . H a w k i n s , A n S t . 33 ( 1 9 8 3 ) 1 3 1 f f , c f . B . E i n w a g , 
A f O 4 0 / 4 1 ( 1 9 9 3 / 9 4 ) 2 2 9 . 
3 5 K . K e s s l e r , Untersuchungen T A V O B e i h . B 2 6 
( 1 9 8 0 ) 195f f , m a p p. 2 3 5 ; c f . S. P a r p o l a , m a p in S A A 1 
( 1 9 8 7 ) . 
3 6 S e e the report a b o u t a s u r v e y c o n d u c t e d by the G e r ­
m a n A r c h a e o l o g i c a l I n s t i tu te b y B . E i n w a g , Damaszener 
Mitteilungen 7 ( 1 9 9 3 ) 3 9 f , m a p A b b . 4 N ° 8. 
3 7 C f . K h . N a s h e f , R G T C 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 7 6 a n d n o t e that a 
w r i t i n g KUR bu-sa-ye-e f o r th is m o u n t a i n e x i s t s ( A 6 8 : 3 , 
u n p u b l . ) . 
3 8 J . N . P o s t g a t e , R 1 A 5 ( 1 9 7 6 / 8 0 ) 4 8 7 f ; G . van D r i e l , 
B i O r . 38 ( 1 9 8 1 ) 2 6 4 f . 

3 9 M . F a l k n e r , A f O 18 ( 1 9 5 7 / 5 8 ) 2 0 - 2 2 ; I. S i n g e r , Z A 7 5 
( 1 9 8 5 ) 105 f ; H . G a i t e r , J C S 4 0 ( 1 9 8 8 ) 2 1 7 - 3 5 ; B . J . B e i t -
z e l , i n : Mari in Retrospect ( 1 9 9 2 ) 5 3 f ; M . L i v e r a n i , 
Studies on the Annals of Ashurnasirpal II2: Topographi­
cal Analysis. Q u a d e r n i d i G e o g r a f i a S t o r i c a 4 ( R o m e 
1 9 9 2 ) 89 n. 4 1 9 . C f . R G T C 3 ( 1 9 8 0 ) 1 7 7 f ; 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 2 0 5 f ; 
6 / 1 ( 1 9 7 8 ) 2 8 1 ; 6 / 2 ( 1 9 9 2 ) 111 ; 9 ( 1 9 8 1 ) 6 0 f ; 10 ( 1 9 9 3 ) 
187. 

4 0 K h . N a s h e f , R G T C 4 ( 1 9 9 1 ) 3 9 . 
41 P . G a r e l l i , R A 5 9 ( 1 9 6 5 ) 4 0 , c f . K h . N a s h e f , Rekon-
struktion der Reiserouten T A V O B e i h . B 8 3 ( 1 9 8 7 ) 
5 6 f . 
4 2 A R M 7 2 1 1 . 
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d i f ferent - f r o m K u r d a - Hanza t - Nihr ia ;4 3 

or - again d i f fe rent and as ethnica -
E l u h t a y u - A z u h i y a ' u - N i h r a y u - Imaru.4 4 

O n c e a lso a c l o s e c o n n e c t i o n to H a r r a n u m 
is reported.4 5 B e y o n d that, the f a m o u s letter 
o f S a m s l - A d a d to Y a s m a h - A d a d 4 6 test i f ies 
to the respons ib i l i t y o f the y o u n g v i c e r o y o f 
M a r i for a c a m p a i g n f r o m N i h r i a to Suda. 
T h i s c a m p a i g n is to be p o s t p o n e d because 
o f an u n n a m e d e n e m y w h i c h m a y be i den ­
t i f ied wi th the Haneans n a m e d later on. T h e 
p lace n a m e Suda , w h i c h is a l so w e l l - k n o w n 
f r o m M A d o c u m e n t s , is o f part icular inter­
est here and w i l l be referred to aga in later. 
A n o t h e r M a r i letter47 po ints to the fact that 
it was poss ib l e to w a l k f r o m N i h r i a to 
A d m u m , but no th ing is sa id about the d i s ­
tance or about the d i rect ion o f the march . 

M A sources f o r N. up to n o w h a v e been 
scarce. In a receipt f r o m T a l l R i m a h / K a -
rana48 c oncern ing f o o d " o f the huradu-
t r oops " sa "'"Nihria sa ilkam istu ahhemei 

illikuni " o f N i h r i a w h o do their serv ice 
together wi th the b r o t h e r s ( ? ) " it seems sure 
that dur ing the e p o n y m a t e o f a certain Q i b i -
A s s u r the t o w n lay w i th in the A s s y r i a n 
sphere o f i n f luence . B u t Q i b i - A s s u r is not 
on ly - as supposed for e x a m p l e by C . 
W i l cke 4 9 - the n a m e o f the e p o n y m o f the 
second year o f T u k u l t i - N i n u r t a ; w e k n o w o f 
3 e p o n y m s w i th this n a m e and a d i f f e rent 
fa ther ' s name,5 0 one o f t h e m was e p o n y m 
c lose to I n a - A s s u r - s u m i - a s b a t , the e p o n y m 
o f the dates in m o s t o f the letters f r o m 
D u r - K a t l i m m u w h o he ld his o f f i c e in the 

m i d d l e o f the re ign o f h is k i n g , i .e. in the 
18th or - f o l l o w i n g another c h r o n o l o g y - in 
the 12th year o f T u k u l t i - N i n u r t a I (1225 / 
1223 or 1222 /1217 BC).5 ' In these letters 
N ihr i a is n a m e d twice . In the letter B A T S H 
4, N ° 3: l O f f , 1500 enemies are a s semb led in 
the H a s u m e mounta ins , a reg ion southeast 
o f Harran, w e l l - k n o w n f r o m O B and N A 
sources (Sha lmanese r I I I ) , 5 2 and the corre ­
spondent S T n - m u d a m m i q - a l so n a m e d at 
the top o f our d o c u m e n t - reports that there 
are no spec i f i c p lans f o r the case that those 
t roops i nvade the t o w n N ihr i a , the land 
H a n u or the banks o f the Habur . I f the i t ine­
rary f o l l o w s a l ine f r o m west to east N i h r i a 
shou ld be sought s o m e w h e r e in or not far 
f r o m the Harran p la in . A n o t h e r letter 
( B A T S H 4, N ° 8 : 5 4 f f ) , w h i c h is f r a g m e n ­
tary, undated and p r o v i d e s no i n f o rmat i on 
as to either sender or addressee , be longs to 
the same cor respondence and is therefore 
certa in ly c o n t e m p o r a r y . It tel ls us about 
Hurr ians - in the t e r m i n o l o g y o f this t ime: 
subriu - that they grew hos t i l e to N i h r i a and 
p lundered in the env i rons o f this t o w n , de ­
s t r o y e d ^ ) the hay o f N i h r i a and another 
t o w n , Pa-nu-a1, w h i c h is not m e n t i o n e d in 
other texts f r o m the D u r - K a t l i m m u arch ive 
or f r o m other p laces . B o t h re ferences c o n ­
f i r m that at this t ime , n a m e l y around the 
f i f teenth year o f the re ign o f T u k u l t i - N i n u r ­
ta I, N i h r i a was the property o f the A s s y r i ­
ans and that it const i tuted part o f the p ro ­
v inc i a l admin i s t ra t ion - but in a dangerous 
f ront ier pos i t i on . T h e r e f o r e it seems qui te 

, J A R M 7 164. 
4 4 A R M 12 7 4 7 . 
4 5 A R M 23 241 . 
4 6 A R M 1 19, j o i n to M . 9 5 4 1 , c f . J . - M . D u r a n d , M A R I 
5 ( 1 9 8 7 ) 157 -59 . 
4 7 A R M 1 103:9 . 
4 8 T R 3 0 0 5 : 5 = J . N . Pos tga te , Iraq 30 ( 1 9 6 8 ) 179, pi . 
L V I I I 
4 9 C . W i l c k e , Z A 6 6 ( 1 9 7 6 ) 2 3 I f . 
5 0 Q i b i - A s s u r mar IbaSs i - i l u D e Z 3410 , 3415 , 3 8 2 6 ; 
V A T 19554 , 19668, 19673; c f . C . Sapore t t i , E M A p. 5 5 ; 
H . F r e y d a n k , Beitrage zur mittelassyrischen Chrono-
logie und Geschichte ( 1 9 9 1 ) 162 -64 . 

Q i b i - A s s u r mar S a m a s - a p l a - u s u r or S a m a s - a h a - i d d i n a 
D e Z 3119+, 3 8 1 4 ; D . A r n a u d , Textes syriens de I'age du 
Bronze Recent, A u l a O r i e n t a l i s S u p p l . 1 ( 1 9 9 1 ) N ° 104. 
For the uncer ta in r ead ing and the g e n e a l o g i c a l i m p l i c a ­
t ions c f . H . F r e y d a n k , Beitrage ( 1 9 9 1 ) 162f . 

Q i b i - A s s u r m a r § i l l i - M a r d u k D e Z 2 4 9 2 , 3416 . 
Q i b i - A s s u r w i t h o u t p a t r o n y m i c D e Z 2 2 1 4 ; V A T 8 5 7 4 ; 

18121 ; K A J 2 3 0 , 2 4 0 , 2 8 9 , 2 9 1 ; T R 2 0 1 4 , 2 0 4 4 , 3 0 0 5 , 
3 0 2 2 ; c f . C . Sapore t t i , E M A p. 124f . 
51 H . F r e y d a n k , Beitrage ( 1 9 9 1 ) 4 7 f ; E . C a n c i k -
K i r s c h b a u m , B A T S H 4 ( 1 9 9 6 ) 13 f f . 
5 2 D . J . W i s e m a n , R 1 A 4 ( 1 9 7 2 / 7 5 ) 128. 
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sure that the events , descr ibed in the f a m o u s 
letter f o u n d at Ugarit5 3 and ana lysed by I. 
Singer54 t ook p lace earl ier, pos s ib l y dur ing 
the re ign o f Sha lmaneser I or at the beg in ­
n ing o f the re ign o f T u k u l t l - N i n u r t a I. It 
seems b e y o n d d ispute that the batt le o f 
N i h r i a be tween the Hitt i te k i n g T u d h a l i y a 
IV and an un ident i f i ed A s s y r i a n k ing had as 
a consequence the loss o f the c i ty by the 
Hitt i te and, in the t ime thereafter, an A s s y r ­
ian p r e d o m i n a n c e in this reg ion east o f the 
Euphrates . A l l this po ints to a l oca t ion o f 
N i h r i a not too far f r o m Harran. F o l l o w i n g a 
n ice suggest ion o f J a m e s Mel laart5 5 " the 
c o p i o u s spr ings at U r f a c o u l d very we l l 
e l ic i t a t own n a m e N i h r i a " so that this 
t o w n - the m o d e r n S a n l i - U r f a - const i tuted 
the v e r y northwestern po int on the m a p o f 
the empi re o f T u k u l t l - N i n u r t a I. 

T h e p lace n a m e d as Suda in Mari5 6 and as 
Sudu or Sudu in M A d o c u m e n t s " is n o w 
a lso men t i oned in A s s u r texts.58 P o s s i b l y 
but not certa in ly it m a y be connec ted wi th 
Suduhi ,5 9 a pahutu once m e n t i o n e d in D u r -
K a t l i m m u under the respons ib i l i t y o f the 
sukkallu rabu Su lmanu -musabs i . 6 0 Its l oca ­
t ion in the central part o f the Habur - t r iang le 
is e v i d e n c e d by the m a n y connec t i ons wi th 
Hurra , N a b u l a and U s s u k a n n u in h is tor ica l 

inscr ip t ions o f A d a d - n a r a r i I.6' 
T h e next entry, u n j K U R ha-nu A N . T A , bears 

as a surprise the q u a l i f y i n g epithet A N . T A , 

the "upper H a n u (or H a n a ) . " There w i l l be 
n o doubt that this des ignates the oppos i te 
pos i t i on to another, the " l o w e r " Hana . T h e 
w e l l - k n o w n O l d B a b y l o n i a n , M i d d l e A s ­
syr ian (and later) mat Hana is the reg ion o f 
the M i d d l e Euphrates , border ing in the 
north on Suh i , in the south on M a r i , w i th its 
center Terqa.6 2 Bu t our d o c u m e n t , together 
w i th t w o letters f r o m D u r - K a t l i m m u , all 
po int in another d irect ion. T h e jus t c i ted 
letter B A T S H 4 N ° 3 ment ions uruKUR fja-a-
ni be tween N ihr i a and siddi Haburi, i .e. in 
the upper part o f northern Syr ia . A n o t h e r 
letter d iscusses some mi l i t a ry act ions and 
ment ions " s t rongho lds in the L a n d o f Har ­
ran and at the feet o f the K a s i y a r i - m o u n -
tains"6 3 and refers in the same contex t to 
host i le t roops " w h i c h c o m m i t t e d a robbery 
in f ront o f the ci ty o f the land Hanu." 6 4 

A f t e r w a r d s they h id their sto len an ima l s at 
a water ing p lace in the desert ( ? ) and pro ­
ceeded to another gazn at the bank o f a 
u n n a m e d r iver , m a y b e the Habur or o n e o f 
its tr ibutaries. A l l this po in ts to a l oca t ion 
o f this H a n a - l a n d in nor thwestern Syr ia , 
m a y b e at the feet o f the K a s i y a r i or the 

5 3 R S 3 4 . 1 6 5 , c f . S . L a c k e n b a c h e r , R A 7 6 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 1 4 1 - 5 6 . 
5 4 I . S i n g e r , " T h e B a t t l e o f N i h r i y a a n d the E n d o f the 
H i t t i t e E m p i r e , " Z A 7 5 ( 1 9 8 5 ) 1 0 0 - 1 2 3 , c f . A . H a r r a k , 
Assyria and Hanigalbat ( H i l d e s h e i m 1987 ) 1 4 0 - 4 2 . 
5 5 C i t e d in B . J . B e i t z e l , " T h e O l d A s s y r i a n C a r a v a n 
R o a d , " i n : G . D . Y o u n g , Mari in Retrospect ( 1 9 9 2 ) 5 4 n. 
9 2 . 
5 6 B . G r o n e b e r g , R G T C 3 ( 1 9 8 0 ) 2 2 6 . 
5 7 K h . N a s h e f , R G T C 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 2 3 4 f , 2 5 1 ; c f . J . N . P o s t -
ga te , A f O 3 2 ( 1 9 8 5 ) 9 8 . 
5 8 M A R V 2 2 1 : 3 ( b e t w e e n K a t m u h h u a n d T a ' i d u ) ; 3 2 9 : 9 
( w r i t t e n umSu-ii-di, c f . H . F r e y d a n k , A o F 19 [ 1 9 9 2 ] 3 1 2 f ) . 
5 9 C f . K h . N a s h e f , R G T C 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 2 5 1 , w h e r e the p o s s i ­
b i l i t y o f an i n t e r c o n n e c t i o n o f the t w o l e m m a t a is c o n ­
s i d e r e d , a n d J . N . P o s t g a t e , A f O 3 2 ( 1 9 8 5 ) 9 8 a . B u t the 
d i f f e r e n t i a t i o n a c c o r d i n g to d i f f e r e n t t i m e - l e v e l s s e e m s 
u n f o u n d e d , b e c a u s e M a r i t ex t s a l r e a d y k n o w Su-du-hi-im 
b e s i d e s S/Suda, s ee R G T C 3 2 2 6 a n d D . C h a r p i n , M A R I 
7 ( 1 9 9 3 ) 169 -71 ( a l s o t o the " k i n g s " o f S u d u h u m ) . N e v e r ­
t h e l e s s it c o u l d b e the w e l l - k n o w n h u m a n a d j e c t i v e - f o r ­
m a t i o n in -hi/he, o f t e n to he f o u n d in the o n o m a s t i c o n 

a n d in the t o p o n y m y o f N u z i a n d M A f o r e x a m p l e in 
H a b h i , H a l a h h i , H a r n a p h i , H u z u h i ( D e Z 2 5 0 0 : 1 5 ) , 
K i l i s h i , K u l i s h i ( n a s ) , K u m a h i , K u m m u h i ( ? ) , N a g a b b i l -
h i , N i g i m h i , M a t P a p h i ( ? ) , T a r b a s h e . 
6 0 ( S e e d b a r l e y ) sa E.GAL-lim sa pa-he-te sa aruSu-di-[h]i 
D e Z 3 3 2 5 : 2 f . A l s o the m e n t i o n o f a m a y o r o f S . (ha-'zi-
a-ni sa uruSu-du-ffO) i n M A R V 3 2 8 : 1 3 f (H* F r e y d a n k , 
A o F 19 [ 1 9 9 2 ] 2 8 9 f ) . 
51 C f . K . K e s s l e r , Untersuchungen T A V O B 26 
( 1 9 8 0 ) 6 5 . 
6 2 C f . B . G r o n e b e r g , R G T C 3 ( 1 9 8 0 ) 8 8 f ; K h . N a s h e f , 
R G T C 5 ( 1 9 8 2 ) 118. F o r the h i s t o r y o f H a n a a f t e r the 
d e s t r u c t i o n o f M a r i c f . G . B u c c e l l a t i , " T h e K i n g d o m a n d 
P e r i o d o f K h a n a , " B A S O R 2 7 0 ( 1 9 8 8 ) 4 3 - 6 1 ; A . P o d a n y , 
" A M i d d l e B a b y l o n i a n D a t e f o r the H a n a K i n g d o m , " J C S 
4 3 / 4 5 ( 1 9 9 1 / 9 3 ) 5 3 - 6 2 a n d m o s t r e c e n t l y D . C h a r p i n , 
N A B U 1995 N ° 2 3 w i t h a n e w l i s t o f " k i n g s " o f H a n a . 
63 beliiEN1') a-na "mbi-ra-a-te sa k u rKASKAi_-ni u KIMIN sa 
si-di KUR-e Ka-si-ia-ri li-is-pu-ur B A T S H 4 N ° 7 R v . 
9 - 1 1 . 
64 $a i+na pi-i URU ^"'ya-ni-i ijj-bu-tu-ni i b i d . R v . L7f . 

2 8 9 



ROLLIO HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF NORTHERN SYRIA 

Hasume mountains. I think that later ref­
erences to this country's name have to be 
discussed bearing in mind the possibility of 
a second Hana. 

Here we are confronted with a more 
general problem and a phenomenon not so 
seldom in the course of the history of the 
Ancient Near East, namely that the name of 
a place or a region may have changed or 
been transferred to another place or region. 
In this respect I also refer to the famous 
discovery of the cylinder inscription of a 
certain Assur-kettl-lesir during the excava­
tions of Peter Pfalzner at Tall Bderi on the 
Habur. As Stefan Maul showed in his pub­
lication of these inscriptions,65 during the 
time of Tiglath-pileser I this "king" ruled a 
land which bears the name of the famous 
Old Babylonian capital Mari on the Eu­
phrates, but which is nevertheless situated 
far away from the Middle Euphrates, name­
ly in the region of Tabete near the modern 
town Hassaka on the Habur. It seems as if 
the country and its name existed there al­
ready during the reign of Tukultl-Ninurta I. 
In one of his inscriptions66 he reports that in 
a campaign at the beginning of his reign he 
conquered the lands of Mari, Hana and 
Rapiqu - in this sequence, which corre­
sponds to an advance from the Habur region 

to the Euphrates and the frontier of Babylo­
nia. The problem which remains to be 
solved is to decide whether this name was 
chosen independently or in memory of the 
former state and city of Mari/Tell Hariri and 
with the intention of renewing the glorious 
history of this town. 

The situation for Hana may have been 
different. The Old Babylonian Mari docu­
ments mention groups of the Hana tribes 
living and rambling not only in the sur­
roundings of Mari itself but also far in the 
northwest,67 just in the region where the URU 
KUR IJdni of the Dur-Katl immu documents 
are to be found.68 Therefore the name of this 
population group was used not only in the 
Terqa region on the Euphrates but also at 
the piedmont of the Hasume and Kasiyari 
mountains - and further to the west and in 
the Middle Babylonian period in Alalah.69 

As a consequence it should be questioned if 
the famous place where the statue of Mar-
duk had been deposited by Mursili I after 
his raid on Babylon and if the kingdom of 
Tukultl-Mer is to be located on the Middle 
Euphrates. 

Humnahusa again is otherwise unknown. 
The name seems to be of Hurrian origin, cf. 
Humella, Humpurse i n Nuzi-texts.70 

After the summing-up of our document 

Stefan M. Maul, Die Inschriften von Tall Bderi, Ber­
liner Beitrage zum Vorderen Orient, Texte 2 (1992) 52ff. 
66 A . K . Grayson, R I M A 1 (1987) A.0.78.22,69. 
67 Independently, D. Charpin states in N A B U 1995 N° 
23: "que soit abandonnee la these traditionelle, qui vou-
lait que mat Ijana designe la region de Terqa a l 'epoque 
des archives de Mari; les rois qui ont repris Pepithete de 
«roi de Hana», entendaient sans doute encore par la 
affirmer leur domination sur les bedouins de la region du 
Moyen-Euphrate et du Habur, non sur la region autour de 
Terqa." It is a mere fact that '"hand in the Mari documents 
refer to the nomadic population groups in the area of 
influence of the Mari kings; cf. also the title sar Mari 
(Tuttul) u mat ffana used by Yahdun-L im, R I M E 4 
(1990) E4.6.8.1:3-5, 2:19, and Z imr i -L im, ibid. E4.6. 
12.3:3f, 4:6f; 5:4f; 6:4f and see D. Charpin/J . -M. Durand, 
R A 80 (1986) 141-83. Therefore the designation "be­
douin" generally used by D. Charpin and J . -M. Durand is 
well founded - with the restraint that in my opinion 
"bedouin" is a nomadic life-condition based on camel 

breeding and therefore the possibility of crossing wide 
distances. In contrast "nomads" are sheep and goat breed­
ing people with donkeys for transport and riding, con­
strained to a daily use of watering-places and therefore 
with a limited radius for travelling. Cf. for example Fred 
Scholz, "Nomadische/Beduinische Bevolkerungsgrup-
pen als Forschungsproblem und Forschungsgegenstand 
in der Gegenwart," in: F. Scholz et aL, Beduinen im 
Zeichen des Erddls, T A V O Beih. B 45 (1981) 1-53. 
68 Hana-people are gathered in &a-[8i]-im' sa me-em-
bi-da ... asranum qablit matim "there in the middle of the 
country" A R M 1 37:32f; cf. M A R I 4, 37j R G T C 3, 94, in 
Idamaras ( A R M 5 51) in Kirdahat (Tall Sagar Bazar) and 
Nahur at the springs of the Habur; cf. J . -R . Kupper, Les 
Nomades en Mesopotamie au temps des rois de Mari 
(1957) 28 and M. Anbar, Les tribus amurrites de Mari, 
O B O 108 (1991) 102ff with references. 
69 J . -R . Kupper, I.e. 44f; R1A 4 (1972/75) 76. 
70 }. Fincke, R G T C 10 (1993) 103f. 

290 



ROLLIO HISTORICAL GEOGRAPHY OF NORTHERN SYRIA 

the city of Salusa is mentioned, an other­
wise unknown place, to which there are 
some references in the Dur-Katl immu 
texts,71 most of them from the same epony-
mate, namely Assur-zera-iddina, who took 
his office shortly before Ina-Assur-suml-
asbat. Because Salusa appears several times 
in the neighbourhood of Sadikanni it must 
have been in the Habur region too. But no 
proposal for its location is possible. 

If we look back on the tradition of the 
place-names referred to in these documents 
in comparison to their appearance in earlier 
and later periods, the picture is far from 
convincing (see the table on p. 292). From 
the 23 geographical terms named in the 
Middle Assyrian documents, only 7 are re­
ported from the Old Babylonian tradition 
and 9 survive until the Neo-Assyrian peri­
od - but not every equation is assured. The 
reason for the changes may be sought in 
different circumstances. First of all: The 

71 DeZ 2524:12 (30 homers of barley from Suadikanni 
as an obligation of a delivery by AsSur-iddin); 3309+: 15 
(140 homers of barley from the palace of Suadikanni has 

settlements did not continue in history, 
have been destroyed by hostile actions, by 
fire or other natural catastrophes, or they 
have been abandoned by their population 
for economic reasons - climatic changes, 
drying up of wells, alteration of commercial 
routes etc. Sometimes it may have occured 
that the name of a place changed and there­
fore the identification is impossible for us. 
Often also our source material is so scanty 
from the periods and places under discus­
sion that a mere lack of written texts causes 
an abnormal picture. Therefore it is highly 
to be welcomed that with the project of the 
Neo-Assyrian Text Corpus on the one side, 
with the discovery of new Middle Assyrian 
and Mari-material on the other, the textual 
basis of our research is widened and much 
better founded, so that the picture of the 
historical geography of Assyria has been 
enriched in recent years and promises to 
continue to improve also in the future. 

been brought to S.); 3831:8 (105 homers from S. to a 
certain Adad-samSi) and 3818 (= B A T S H 4 N° 3):33 
(with troops [of workers?] from S.). 
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Correspondence of place names from the Old Babylonian to the Neo-Assyrian period 
(Names not mentioned in DeZ 2521 and 3281 are in brackets) 

O R MA NA 
Tft'iHn/Ta'ita 
1 i! JL tX 1 I d 

Tabite 
Marirte 
Makrisi Magarisi 
Naprasi 
Latihi 
Suadikanni Sadikanni 

Qattunan Qatun Qatni 
Dur-Yagidlim(?) Dur-Katlimmu Dur-aduklim 

ratu[... J 
Dunni-Assur 

aahlala oanlalu oaniaia 
Huziranu riu^ii ilia 

riarranu T-Tn r r 5 n ii lull 1 all u 

Ayya(ni) Ayyanata(?) 
Habayatu 
Araziqu 
Busaya'u 

Nihria Nihria 
[KUR (H)asam] [KUR Hasume] [KUR Hasamu] 
[Suduhi] [Suduhi] 
[Suda/Suda] [Sudu/Sudu] 

Humnahusa 
(KUR) Hana(ki) uruKUR Hani A N . T A 

Salusa 
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