
Presenting the ndt-hr-oiiermgs to the tomb owner 

Hartwig Altenmuller 

1. Introduction 

The scenes of present ing the ndt-hr-ofierings to the tomb owner belong to the 
most popular subjects of the Old Kingdom tomb decoration. Three ma in groups 
can be differentiated. The first type represents the delivery of offerings f r o m the 
funera ry estate to the tomb owner. The offerings consist mainly of desert animals, 
cattle and fowl which come f rom villages in the country and are assigned to the 
invocation offering (prt-hrw)} The second type depicts the procession of the 
personified domains w h o t ransport bread and beer and other comestibles to the 
offering place in long files.2 The third type finally consists in var ious processions 
of offering bearers w h o bring different kinds of food to the tomb.3 All three types 
depict persons w h o are about to greet (nd-hr) the deceased wi th the offerings they 
have in their hand . Therefore the te rm ndt-hr rightly describes the oblation as a 
salutation-gift (ndt-hr) which is offered to the deceased. 

Our interest lies in the investigation of the development of the scenes of the first 
type depicting the offering of desert animals, cattle and fowl to the tomb owner . This 
type is preserved in m a n y tombs of Giza and Saqqara, bu t rarely in the provincial 
cemeteries.4 In general, a distinction can be m a d e be tween a long and a short version 
of the scene. 

2. The long narrative version 

The long version of present ing the «cfr-/zr-offerings to the tomb owner is 
recorded for the first t ime as early as at the beginning of the Fourth Dynas ty in 
the tomb of the Vizier Nefermaat at Giza (LG 57; G 7060).5 It is represented on 
the east wall of the cult chamber. To the right, the tomb owner and his wife are 
represented in a s tanding atti tude, to the left the ndt-hr-otiermgs are depicted 
in a tableau of four horizontal registers. The top register shows the hand ing over 
of the document by four scribes - the m u c h destroyed scene can be restored f rom 
the better preserved parallels in the Giza tombs of the Fifth Dynasty, the lower 
three registers depict f rom top to bot tom the br inging of cattle, the in t roducing of 
desert animals and the present ing of fowl consisting of cranes. The text in the 
vertical line in front of Nefermaat reads: 'Viewing the n[dt-hr]-of{erings which 
are brought f rom the [villages] of his funera ry estate (mil n[dt-hr] jnnt m [njwwt] nt 
pr=fdt)'. 

A fur ther development of the subject matter m a y be observed in the tombs of the 
Fifth Dynasty at Giza. Very close parallels are k n o w n f rom the tombs of the Western 
cemetery at Giza, especially f rom the tombs of the Seshemnefer-family and of Iymery. 
An early depiction comes f rom the tomb of Seshemnefer II (G 5080),6 which can be 

1 Vandier, Manuel V, 13ff. ('les defiles'). 
2 Jacquet-Gordon, Domaines; cf. Murray, Saqqara Mastabas I, pi. 9. 
3 The tomb of Ankhmahor at Saqqara is exceedingly rich in scenes of the delivery of ndt-hr-
gifts by offering-bearers: N. Kanawati, A. Hassan, The Teti Cemetery at Saqqara II, ACER 9 
(1997), pis. 43-51. 
4 Some instances are: N. Kanawati, The Rock Tombs of El-Hawawish I (Warminster, 1980), fig. 14 
(Ka-hep); II (Warminster, 1981), fig. 26 (Kheni); Deir el Gebrawi I, pi. 11 (Ibi); II pi 9 (Djau) 
5 PM in2,183 (1);LD II, pi. 17b. 
6 PM III2,146 (2); N. Kanawati, Tombs at Giza II, ACER 18 (2002), pi. 62. 

Originalveröffentlichung in: M. Bárta (Hrsg.), The Old Kingdom Art and Archaeology, Proceedings of the 
Conference Held in Prague, May 31–June 4, 2004, Prag 2006, S. 25–35  
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dated to the beginning of the Fifth Dynasty.7 It has nearly the same layout as the 
earlier tomb of Nefermaat (G 7060). The differences mainly concern the orientation of 
the relief and the internal disposal of the subject within the register area. Some close 
parallels8 are recorded in the tomb of the Vizier Seshemnefer III (G 5170),9 the son of 
Seshemnefer II (G 5080), and in the tomb of Iymeri at Giza (LG 16, G 6020).10 

tt-S-

rs-

m 

D • 

UL 

3 a 
L^S 

-V, 

Si 
(3 5 

2E2 C2Z ii -

In the wel l p reserved tomb of Seshemnefer III (G 5170) the tomb owner is 
depicted leaning on his staff, whi le v iewing the «^-/zr-offerings which are p ic tured 
in a tableau of four registers (fig. 1). The top register represents the d rawing u p 
and h a n d i n g over of the document , which certainly contains the account of the 
delivery. The second register shows the conduct ing of the desert animals, the 
thi rd one depicts the br inging of the oxen, the bo t tom register, finally, shows the 
presenta t ion of fowl. 

The word ing of the vertical line in f ront of the tomb owner is similar to that 
of the tomb of Nefermaat (G 7060). It reads: 'Viewing the documents of the ndt-
#r-offerings, which are b rough t for the invocation offering f r o m the villages of 
the funera ry estate (mil si n ndt-hr jnnt r prt-hrw m njwwt nt pr-dt)'. The inscription 
supplies the impor tan t informat ion that the /jcfe-/?r-offerings are assigned to the 
invocation offering (prt-hrw). The same statement is f ound in a short caption above 
the oxen of the 3rd register saying: 'The conduct ing of the oxen as an ridt-hr-giit for 
the invocation offering (Jnt jwi m ndt-hr r prt-hrw)'. 

The same layout is repeated in var ious tombs at Giza. Very f requent is the 
sequence of (1) hand ing over the papy rus scroll,11 (2) present ing the desert animals, 

Fig. 1 Viewing the 
documents of the 
ratfr-Ar-offerings from the 
tomb of Seshemnefer III at 
Giza (G 5170) 
(Brunner-Traut, Die 
altdgyptische Grabkammer 
Seschemnofers III., Beilage 1) 

7 The early da t ing d e p e n d s f r o m the dat ing of the mastaba of Seshemnefer III to the re ign 
of Neferirkara: N. Cherpion, Mastabas et Hypogees d'Ancien Empire, he Probleme de la Datation 
(Brussels, 1989), 227; M. Baud, Famille royale et pouvoir sous VAncien Empire egyptien, BdE 126/2 
(1999), 577 [220]. Usually a later da t ing to the midd le of the Fifth Dynas ty is p roposed . 
8 Junker , Giza III, 1938, 71-77, fig. 8a -b and 201-204. 
9 PM IIP, 154 (1); E. Brunner-Traut, Die altagyptische Grabkammer Seschemnofers HI. aus Gisa 
(Mainz, 1977), 19f., colour pla te II, Beilage 1. 
10 Iymery (a): PM IIP, 173 (12); LDII, pi. 54; K. R. Weeks, Mastabas of Cemetery G 6000 including 
G 6010 (Neferbauptah); G 6020 (Iymery); G 6030 (Ity); G 6040 (Shepseskafankh). Giza Mastabas 5 
(Boston, 1994), figs. 41-42. 
11 P. Der Manuel ian , 'Present ing the Scroll: Papyrus Documents in Tomb Scenes of the Old 
Kingdom', in P. Der Manuelian, ed., Studies in Honor of William Kelly Simpson, Vol. 2 (Boston, 
1996), 561-588.. 
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(3) conduct ing the cattle, and (4) br inging the fowl.12 In a f ew tombs, some minor 
transposit ions occur. A not infrequent transposit ion consists in the reorder ing of 
the registers as (1) present ing the scroll, (2) conduct ing cattle, (3) desert animals 
and (4) fowl13 or, alternatively, as (1) present ing the scroll, (2) fowl, (3) oxen and (4) 
desert animals,14 or present ing (1) fowl, (2) desert animals and (3) oxen,15 or, finally, 
present ing (1) desert animals, (2) fowl and (3) cattle.16 Sometimes the sequence 
appears in an abbreviated form so that only two types of animals are presented, 
whether fowl and cattle17 or desert animals and cattle.18 

Similar scenes of present ing the ndt-hr-offerings are to be found at Saqqara in 
the tombs of the Fifth and Sixth Dynasties. A good example comes f r o m the tomb 
of Nefer and Kahay.19 In the eastern section of the south wall of this tomb, Nefer is 
depicted seated unde r a canopy in the company of his wife w h o is kneeling at his 
feet. He receives an account, apparent ly of the ndt-hr-ofierings, b y three scribes. One 
is shown in a striding stance and hands over the scroll, two assistants are seated 
behind h im and wri te d o w n the amoun t of the gifts. The ndt-hr-offerings consist in 
fowl, cattle and desert animals. They are enumera ted in the same sequence as in the 
tomb of Nefer I f r o m Giza (G 4761).20 

The delivery of desert animals, cattle and fowl presented as ndt-hr-offerings to 
the tomb owner is depicted at Saqqara f requent ly in a very elaborated and extended 
manner.2 1 Such an elaborated bu t still traditional scene is preserved on the south 
wall of the offering hall of the h igh official Manofer (LS17) (fig. 2).22 The tomb owner 
is s h o w n at the right end of the decorated area and v iews the scroll of the ndt-
hr-offerings, as is stated in the vertical line in f ront of him: 'Viewing the [ndt-hr-
offerings] consisting of desert animals, oxen and birds, which are b rought to h im 
f r o m the villages of the funerary estate {mii [ndt-hr m] cwt, jw3, ipd jnnw m njwwt nt 
pr-dt)'. The animals in t roduced to h im are i temized, each animal hav ing a separate 

12 Kapi (G 2091); PM III2, 70 (9); A. M. Roth, A Cemetery of Palace Attendants including G 2084-
2099, G 2230 + 2231, and G 2240. Giza Mastabas 6 (Boston, 1995), 103-104, fig. 167; Kahif (G 
2136): PM IIP, 76 (8); Junker, Giza VI, 127, fig. 40; Kaemnofret (LG 63): PM HI2,209 (3); LD II, 
pi. 91. 
13 Nefermaat (G 7060): LD II, pi. 17b; Iymery (G 6020) (b): PM IIP, 171 (2), LD II, pi. 49a; 
Weeks, Cemetery G 6000, fig. 26-29; Sekhemankhptah (G 7152): PM IIP, 191 (2); A. Badawy, 
The Tombs of Iteti, Sekhemankh-Ptah, and Kaemnofert at Giza (Berkeley, 1976), fig. 20. Cf. 
Seshemnefer IV (LG 53): PM IIP, 226 (21); Junker, Giza XI, 213, fig. 82. 
14 Iymery (c) (G 6020): PM IIP, 171 (4); LD II, pi. 50b; Weeks, Cemetery G 6000, fig. 31; cf. Nefer 
I (G 4761): PM IIP, 138 (3)-(4); Junker, Giza VI, 63-66, fig. 16. 
15 Tjenti (G 4920): PM IIP, 142 (2), LD II, pi. 31. 
16 Senedjemib Inti (G 2370): PM UP, 86 (9)-(10); E. Brovarski, The Senedjemib Complex Part I: 
The Mastabas of Senedjemib Inti (G 2370), Khunumente (G 2374), and Senedjem Mehi (G 2378), Giza 
Mastabas 7 (Boston, 2001), figs. 50-51. 
17 E.g. Mersyankh III (G 7530-7540): PM IIP, 198 (9); D. Dunham, W. K. Simpson, The Mastaba 
of Queen Mersyankh 111, Giza Mastabas 1 (Boston, 1974), fig. 4. The presentation of the scroll 
and the presenting the desert animals is found on both entrance thickness of the tomb: ibid., 
figs. 3a, 3b. 
18 Kanofer (G 2150): Boston MFA 34.58; PM IIP, 77 (Id); Reisner, Giza I, 441, fig. 262; 
Sekhemka (G 1029): PM IIP, 53 (l)-(2); W. K. Simpson, Mastabas of the Western Cemetery 
I, Giza Mastabas 4 (Boston, 1980), fig. 4; Iasen, (G 2196): PM IIP, 82 (2); Simpson, Western 
Cemetery I, fig. 31; Neferkhuu (G 2098): Roth, Cemetery of Palace Attendants, fig. 194; Niuti 
(G 4611): PM IIP, 133 (2)-(3); LD Erg., pi. 30; Idu I (G 5550): PM IIP, 165; Junker, Giza 
VIII, 85, fig. 36. Similar abbreviations occur at Saqqara, e.g. Akhtihotep at Saqqara, with 
the sequence of (1) desert animals and (2) fowl: PM IIP, 599 (9); Davies, Ptahhetep and 
Akhethetep II (London, 1901), pis. 18+19. 
19 PM IIP, 540 (5); A. M. Moussa, H. Altenmiiller, The tomb of Nefer and Ka-hay, AV 5 (1971), 
pis. 24-25. 
20 PM IIP, 138 (3)-(4); Junker, Giza VI, fig. 16. 
21 Some instances are: Raemka (D 3): PM IIP, 487 (2); Niankhkhnum and Khnumhotep-
PM IIP, 643 (22), (23); Akhtihotep (E 17): PM UP, 634 (4)-(5); Ti (D 22): PM UP, 474 (37); cfl 
Kagemni: PM IIP, 523 (20); the sequence of scribes, desert animals and cattle occur in the 
tomb of Kaemnofret (D 23): PM IIP, 467 (3); Jhi/ Idut: PM UP, 619 (24); etc. 
22 PM UP 576 (4); LD II, pis. 69-70. 
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capt ion. In the top register , the oryx-ante lope (ml-hd), the ibex (njiw), the Mendes -
an te lope (nwdw), the har tebees t a n d the gazel le (g/w) are specif ied, only the ha re 
at the e n d of the register is left unlabel led . The second a n d th i rd regis ters conta in 
f a t t ened cattle, each m a r k e d as a ' y o u n g oxen ' (rn jwi). The b o t t o m register , f inally, 
is fi l led u p w i t h va r ious b i rds , all labelled b y their specific names . Each register , 
except the b o t t o m register , s tar ts w i t h a scribe w h o is wr i t i ng d o w n the a m o u n t of 
t h e rad?-/2r-offerrngs. 

In the t o m b of P t a h h o t e p (D 62) at Saqqara w h i c h da tes f r o m the e n d of the Fi f th 
D y n a s t y (fig. 3) the represen ta t ion of the ndt-hr-otierings reaches a n e w dimension. 2 3 

The var ie ty of an imals is increased, their quan t i ty a u g m e n t e d . The of fer ings come 
f r o m d i f fe ren t ins t i tu t ions t h r o u g h o u t the country . This is indica ted b y the fact 
tha t nea r ly each register h a s its o w n label. A b o v e the h e a d of P t a h h o t e p is wr i t ten : 
'V iewing the «c?f-/zr-offerings a n d the t r ibute of the d o m a i n s a n d vil lages f r o m 
Lower a n d U p p e r Egyp t of the f u n e r a r y estate b y (the t o m b owner ) P t ahho tep (mil 
ndt-hr jnw n hwwt njwwt mhwj Smcw pr dt (J)n Pth-htpw)'. 

In the top register of the wal l the b r ing ing in of deser t an imals is depic ted . A m o n g 
the wi ld an imals be ing conduc ted , a l ion a n d a lioness, each in a cage on a s ledge, 
are pu l l ed be fo re the t o m b owner . This is a u n i q u e var ia t ion. In the later t ombs 
of K a g e m n i a n d M e r e r u k a occur ano the r va r ian t of the p resen ta t ion of the deser t 
animals . The wi ld an imals a re kep t in stables, f a s tened b y a leash in f ron t of their 
f e ed ing t rough , a m o n g t h e m the h y e n a s w h i c h also be long to the n^-Ar-offer ings 
a n d are abou t to be f a t t ened b y their respect ive keepers.2 4 A n o t h e r solut ion is f o u n d 
in the provincia l t ombs of Ibi25 a n d Djau2 6 at Deir el Gebrawi w h e r e the process ion 
of the w i l d an imals is subs t i tu ted b y a real deser t hunt . 2 7 

A similar expans ion occurs w i t h the p resen ta t ion of the cattle. In the t o m b of 
P t a h h o t e p the process ion of the oxen s tar ts w i t h a scene of catt le-breeding.2 8 A 
var ian t to this is f o u n d aga in in the t o m b s of K a g e m n i a n d M e r e r u k a at Saqqara , 
w h e r e the oxen of the ndt-hr-oiier'mgs are s h o w n in their s tables be ing f ed b y their 
herdsmen. 2 9 

The great extent of the expans ion of the scenes of p r e sen t ing the ndt-hr-oiiexmgs 
becomes par t icu lar ly clear in the scene of the del ivery of the fowl . In the t o m b of 

Fig. 2 Viewing the ndt-hr-
-offerings from the tomb of 
Manofer at Saqqara (LD II, 
pis. 69-70) 

23 PM IIP, 602 (18); Paget, Pirie, in Quibell, Ramesseum, pis. 35,31. 
24 Kagemni, Room IV: PM UP, 523 (20); Mereruka, Room XIII: PM IIP, 532 (76). 
25 PM TV, 244 (11), Deir el Gebrawi I, pi. 11. 
26 PM TV, 245 (7), Deir el Gebrawi II, pi. 9. 
27 An earlier record comes from the Fifth Dynasty tomb of Nimaatra at Giza (G 2097), where 
the presenting of oxen, fowl and desert animals is supplemented by a desert hunt: Roth, 
Cemetery of Palace Attendants, 132-133, fig. 189. 
28 For this kind of scenes see Vandier, Manuel V, 58-96. 
29 Kagemni, Room IV: PM IIP, 523 (20); Mereruka, Room XIII: PM IIP, 532 (76). 
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Fig. 3 Viewing the ndt-hr-
-offerings from the tomb of 

Ptahhotep at Saqqara 
(Paget, Pirie, in Quibell , 

The Ramesseutn, pi. 35+31) 
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1 
Ptahhotep the birds are arranged to g roups according to their species, each species 
being counted by an exact number . In the u p p e r section of the bo t tom register the 
first and second g roup of birds consists in 121,200 birds, the third g roup counts 
11,110, the four th group 1,225 birds. A similar a m o u n t is recorded for the fowl in 
the lower section of the bot tom register. The first g roup contains 120,000 geese, 
the second one consisting probably in ducks reaches 121,022 specimens, the third 
group, probably of doves, counts 111,200 birds. The high quanti ty of b i rds is easily 
to explain by the corresponding representat ions of the ndt-hr-ioml f r o m the tombs 
of Kagemni and Mereruka at Saqqara. In these tombs the bi rds serving as ndt-hr-
offerings are depicted as coming f r o m the poul t ry farm.30 

The increased amoun t of the «df-#r-offerings is recorded by scribes. The h a n d i n g 
over of the documents is a s tatement of accounts and has the aim to keep the ndt-hr-
offerings at the constant disposal of the tomb owner . The scroll represents therefore 
a kind of deed for the eternal ownersh ip of the «A-Ar-offerings p u t at the tomb 
owner ' s disposal by the funera ry estates for the invocation offering (prt-hrw). 

3. The short narrative version 

It is not surpris ing to f ind an abbreviated version of the scene of present ing the 
n^-Ar-offerings to the tomb owner in some early tombs. Such a specimen indicating 
the names and the amoun t of the entries of the invocation offering (prt-hi~w) is 
preserved in the tomb of Khufukhaf at Giza (G 7130^0).3 1 The document is placed 

30 Kagemni, Room IV: PM HP, 523 (20); Mereruka, Room VI: PM HP; 529 (33). 
31 PM IIP, 189 (4c), W. K. Simpson, The Mastabas ofKawab, Khafkhufu I and II, Giza Mastabas 3 
(Boston, 1978), fig. 29. 
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on the nor thern jamb of the entrance thickness of the tomb. Khufukhaf , the tomb 
owner , is seated on a stool facing outwards . He receives the document which is 
given to h im by his sons Wetka and Iunka. The action is labeled as: 'Viewing the 
invocation offering which has been b rought f rom the king 's house and f r o m his 
villages of the funera ry estate (mil prt-hrw jnt m pr-njswt m njwwt=fpr-dt)'. 

Although the exact te rm for the offerings presented to Khufukhaf is no t 
indicated, it is clear that the offerings belong to the ndt-hr-oHerings. They consist 
in 'a thousand of oxen, a thousand of young oryx antelopes, a thousand of young 
gazelles, a thousand of y o u n g ibexes, a thousand of cranes, a thousand of geese, 
a thousand of ducks and a thousand of doves ' . The same items occur in the same 
order in the presentat ion scene of Nefermaat at Giza (G 7060)32 so that it is clear 
that the document h a n d e d over to Khufukhaf is noth ing other than the list of gifts 
which is presented to the tomb owner in the long narrat ive version of the scene. 
This conclusion is suppor ted by the representat ion of this scene of present ing the 
ndt-hr-oiieiings which is recorded on the southern entrance thickness of the tomb of 
Kanofer at Giza (G 2150).33 

A parallel to the scene of Khufukhaf (G 7130^10) is f ound at the nor thern entrance 
jamb of the tomb of Merib at Giza (G 2100-Annex) (fig. 4).34 This t ime the tomb 
owner is depic ted in a s t and ing at t i tude. T w o a t t endan t s are p roceed ing t o w a r d s 
h im. The a t tendant in 
f ront is reading the list 
which again contains oxen, 
desert animals and fowl 
defining the offerings as 
n dt-hr-ofiexings. Horizontal 
lines above the heads of 
the a t tendants denote the 
scene as: 'Viewing the 
invocation offering (by 
the tomb owner) which 
is b rought f r o m the kings 
house and consisting of a 
thousand of young cattle, 
a thousand of young oryx 
antelopes, a thousand of 
young ibexes, a thousand 
of young gazelles and a 
thousand of cranes and 
a thousand of geese and 
ducks (mil prt-hrw jnt m pr-
njswt rn jwl hi, rn ml-hd hi, 
rn jblw hi, rn ghs hi, dlt hi, 
rl trp hi)'. 
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Fig. 4 V iewing 
the invocation offering 
(prt-hrw) from the tomb 
of Merib at Giza (G 2100-
-Annex) (Junker, Giza II, 129, 
fig. I D 

4. The list form of the invocation offering (prt-hrw) 

The long and short versions of the scenes of present ing the ndt-hr-oHerings to the 
tomb owner confirm unan imous ly that the ndt-hr-otterings belong to the invocation 
offering (prt-hrw) which in its complete fo rm contains an oblation of bread and beer, 
of alabaster vessels and clothing, of oxen, desert animals and fowl. All these i tems 
occur on the early slab stelae and false door tablets since their first appearance 
most ly in connection wi th the table scenes.35 

32 PM IIP, 183 (1); LDII, pi. 17b. 
33 PM IIP, 77 (Id); Reisner, Giza 1,441, fig. 262. 
34 PM IIP, 71 (Id); L'D II, pi. 22b; Junker, Giza II, 129, fig. 11. 
35 P. Der Manuelian, Slab Stelae of the Giza Necropolis, PPYE 7 (2003), passim. 
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Fig. 5 False door tablet 
of Rahotep at Meidum, 

Brit. Mus. 1242 
(James, Hieroglyphic Texts I, 

pi. 1) 
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The different entries of the invocation offering m a y be exemplified by the 
inventory list of the false door tablet of Rahotep at M e i d u m (BM 1242) (fig. 5).36 O n 
this tablet Rahotep is exhibited seating on a stool facing right. H e extends his r ight 
h a n d towards the offering table wi th the stylized loaves of bread. Undernea th the 
table the invocation offering (prt-hrw) is recorded in an abbreviated spelling. The 
inscription starts f rom right to left wi th '1,000 of bread and 1,000 jars of beer, 1,000 
of alabaster vessels and 1,000 of clothing' (t 1,000, hnkt 1,000, $s 1,000, mnht 1,000) and 
ends at the lower f rame of the tablet wi th 'male and female cattle (ngi wr jdt, w i thou t 
numerals) ' wri t ten f rom left to right. 

The area to the right of the table scene is occupied by the compar tment list which 
in its uppe r par t contains a linen list recording various clothes of different quality 
and wid th and in its lower par t a list of furni ture . In the lowest compar tments , 
independent f rom the uppe r linen and furn i ture lists, the ndf-Zzr-offerings of the 
invocation offering are continued f rom the lower area undernea th the offering table. 
Starting wi th 'male and female cattle' (ngi, wr jdt), the prt-hrw-Mst continues wi th 
'100 of young oxen (rnjwi), 100 of young oryx antelopes (rn mi-hd), 100 of hrj-dbr-
cattle, 100 of ri- and trp-geese and 100 of dit-cranes'. It is obvious that these offerings 
enumera ted in the lower zone of the tablet of Rahotep belong to the invocation 
offering (prt-hrw) of which the «cfe-/zr-offerings of oxen, desert animals and fowl 
form a part . 

All entries of the Rahotep invocation offering (prt-hrw) are already k n o w n f r o m 
m u c h earlier times. A good example is k n o w n f r o m the slab stela of Sehefener f r o m 
the Second Dynasty where the same entries occur.37 A similar, bu t not identical 
word ing is to be found on the slab stela of Sisi f r o m Helwan3 8 which is da ted to the 
Third Dynasty and which already contains a complete list of the ndt-hr-offerings. 
In two Old Kingdom tombs of Fifth Dynasty date a selection of i tems of the early 
invocation offering (prt-hrw) is appended to the ritual offering list n a m i n g 'geese and 
doves (smn mnwt), cattle of different kind (ngi, jwi, hrj-dbc, jdt) and desert animals 
(ghs, htt)'.39 

36 Medum, pi. 13; T. G. J. James, Hieroglyphic Texts from Egyptian Stelae etc. of the British Museum 
vol 1,2nd ed. (London, 1961), 1, pi. 1; Manuelian, Slab Stelae, 233 fig. 299. 
37 Cairo JdE 44135; PM IIP, 436; Quibell, Archaic Mastabas, pi. 26-27: from the tomb S 2146E 
at Saqqara. 
38 Saad, Ceiling Stelae, pi. 27; J. Kahl, N. Kloth, U. Zimmermann, Die Inschriften der 3 Dunastip 
AgAbh 56 (1995), 178-179. ' " 
39 Seshathetep (G 5150), Nefernesut (G 4970): Junker, Giza m, 74-75, fig. 9a-b; Hassan 
Excavations at Giza VI.2, pi. 6. 
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5. Provisional results 

At the prel iminary end of our investigation w e can define the ndt-hr-oif erings as an 
oblation which is given as a salutation-offering (ndt-hr) to the deceased tomb owner 
at the occasion of his funera ry invocation offering (prt-hrw). The «c?r-/zr-offerings 
come f rom the royal administrat ion (pr-njswt) and f r o m the funera ry estates of the 
tomb owner , as stated b y the inscriptions of Khufukhaf I (G 7130-40) and Merib (G 
2100-Annex). Their abundance and richness is based mainly on successful hunt ing , 
on breeding of cattle in the stables of the estate and on the good maintenance of 
fowl in the poul t ry farms. 

The ndt-hr-offerings are r ecorded in a threefold m a n n e r . The elaborate , long 
vers ion depic ts the ndt-hr-oHerings in grea t detail . It is f o u n d since the re ign of 
Khaf ra ma in ly in the tombs at Giza a n d Saqqara and later also in the cemeter ies 
of the provinces . The earliest pictor ia l vers ion comes f r o m the tomb of N e f e r m a a t 
(G 7060). It exhibits the h a n d i n g over of the d o c u m e n t of the ndt-hr-oiferings 
to the t o m b o w n e r in a na r ra t ive m a n n e r a n d gives a deta i led repor t on the 
of fer ings ass igned to the invocat ion of fer ing (prt-hrw) of oxen, deser t animals , 
a n d fowl.40 

A n abbreviated version of this narrat ive fo rm occurs in some early tombs of 
the Four th Dynas ty at Giza (Khufukhaf , G 7130^0 ; Merib, G 2100-Annex).41 This 
version displays mainly the hand ing over of the wri t ten document to the tomb 
owner . The document contains the names of the ndt-hr-otteiings consisting of oxen, 
desert animals and fowl as pa r t of the invocation offering (prt-hrw). 

The shortest version occurs as early as the Second Dynasty and is connected wi th 
the table scene. It lists the names of the ndt-hr-offerings as a par t of the invocation 
offering (prt-hrw) and connects each entry wi th a numera l quot ing the quanti ty, 
wi th preference in the range of thousands. Sometimes the names are inserted in the 
compar tment lists of the Third and Fourth Dynasties (Rahotep). 

6. The ndt-hi -offerings as represented in the tomb of Niankhkhnum and 
Khnumhotep 

In considering the transmission of the presentat ion of the ndt-hr-offerings in 
three versions - (a) in a narrat ive long version, (b) a narrat ive short version, (c) and 
in a list fo rm - it is possible to explain an abnormal illustration of present ing the 
ndt-hr-offerings in the vestibule of the tomb of N i a n k h k h n u m and Khnumho tep at 
Saqqara as a variant of the narrat ive long version (fig. 6).42 The scene displays the 
viewing of the ndt-hr-offerings f r o m the villages, certainly of the funera ry estate, by 
N i a n k h k h n u m and Khnumho tep and therefore belongs to ' type T of this complex 
of scenes. The inscription records in a vertical line in f ront of the tomb owners 
the subject matter: 'Viewing the ndt-hr-ofierings which are b rought f r o m all his (!) 
villages and heap ing u p the foodstuff at the Red House (mli ndt-hr jnnt m njwwt=fnbt 
tzt jht bnrt r pr-dSr)'. 

The picture is composed in the same w a y as the well k n o w n representat ions of 
present ing the ndt-hr-offerings at Giza and Saqqara, bu t differs essentially in the 
types of the gifts which are presented. In the top register three m e n are depicted 
elevating jars of wine (Jrp), figs (dib) and raisins (yvnSj). To the right of them heaps 
of grapes, raisins (wnSj), nu ts (prt Sn), juniper berries (prt wcn), figs (dib), and jSd-
fruits are piled. At the outer r ight side of the register some large jars filled wi th 
comestibles are to be seen. 

40 Some earlier references but of different layout can be found in the tombs at Meidum; cf. 
Rahotep: Petrie, Medum, pis. 11,14; and Nefermaat, ibid., pis. 24, 28. 
41 The short version of Kanofer (G 2150) is composed along the same lines. 
42 PM IIP, 642 (9); A. M. Moussa, H. Altenmiiller, Das Grab des Nianchchnum und Chnumhotep, 
AV21 (1977), 101-105, pi. 34, fig. 13. The tomb is dated to the reign of Nyuserra or Menkauhor 
at the end of the Fifth Dynasty. 
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Fig. 6 Viewing the ndt-hr-
-offerings from the tomb 

of Niankhkhnum and 
Khnumhotep at Saqqara 

(Moussa, Altenmuller, 
Nianchchnum und 

Chnumhotep, fig. 13) 
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The second register continues w i th the del ivery of foodstuff . At the left e n d a 
scribe is present ing the ' documen t of food {zSnjht bnrt)'. To his r ight the 'filling of 
figs (mh dlb)' in small bags and ' the count ing of figs (hlj dlb)' is visual ized. It fo l lows 
at the r ight end the filling of w ine in jars and the sealing of the w i n e jars. 

The thi rd register deals wi th the deser t animals. At the left e n d of the register an 
oryx antelope is gu ided to the tomb owners , fo l lowed b y a d o n k e y t ranspor t ing a ' 
crate conta ining y o u n g deser t animals. Some other y o u n g gazelles a n d ante lopes a re 
carried in cages which are fixed on the yokes of t w o deser t dwellers , ' coming f r o m 
the wes t (Jwt m jmnt)'. The feed for the y o u n g animals is p r e p a r e d b y a h e r d s m a n . 
It is tasted by the animal keeper in the m i d d l e of the register w h o approves : ' this is 
very tasty (for the y o u n g animals) (jw nn ndm wrt)'. 

The bo t tom register finally shows 4 barges4 3 t ranspor t ing foodstuff in rectangular 
cases placed in the midd le of the ship. The ship c o m m a n d e r is e levat ing a vessel 
containing food, as is indicated in the concomitant inscript ion which a l ludes to 
'v iewing of the food (by the tomb owner) (mil jht bnrt)'. 

The interpreta t ion of the scene has two difficulties. It d isplays an anachronist ic 
fea ture w h e n stating, that the ncfr-/?/--offerings of N i a n k h k h n u m a n d K h n u m h o t e p 
are collected at the inst i tut ion of the 'Red H o u s e ' (pr-dSr) w h i c h is men t ioned for the 
last t ime in the reign of Djoser a n d therefore p robab ly w a s a n obsolete t e rm in the 
t ime of N i a n k h k h n u m a n d Khnumhotep. 4 4 The o ther diff iculty arises f r o m the fact 
that a direct parallel to this type does no t exist. 

A possible solut ion for bo th p rob lems comes f r o m the c o m p a r t m e n t lists of the 
slab steles a n d false door tablets of the early Old K i n g d o m which possibly p rese rve 
a k ind of p ro to type for the nar ra t ive fo rma t of the scenes of v i ewing the ndt-hr-
offer ings presented to the t omb owner , as just ha s been stated. So it seems possible 
tha t some of the «J/-/2/--offerings p resen ted to N i a n k h k h n u m a n d K h n u m h o t e p 
have their p ro to type in the c o m p a r t m e n t lists of the Third Dynas ty w h e n the pr-dSr-
inst i tut ion w a s still working . 

T w o of these compar tmen t lists, bo th p rese rved in the of fer ing niches of 
Khabausokar and his wi fe Nefe rhe tepha thor in Saqqara (CG 1385-1387) (fig. 7 ) « 

43 For this special type of barge see Fischer, Dendera, 124-125. 
44 For the different functions of the 'Red House' (pr-dSr), see in general W. Helck, Untersuchungen 
zur Thinitenzeit, AgAbh 45 (1987), 200-201. 
45 Murray, Saqqara Mastabas I, pis. 1-2; Kahl, Kloth, Zirnrnermann, Inschriften der 3. Dynastie, 
186-197. 
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contain exactly the names of the food offerings (/'to brat) which are registered among 
the ndf-Ar-offerings of N i a n k h k h n u m and Khnumhotep . The food-offerings in 
quest ion are 'wine (jrp),j$d-itwt, nbs-fcuit and figs (dSb)'. 

The pi l ing u p of food offerings at the 'Red House ' (pr-d$r) makes then good 
sense. For the 'Red House ' (pr-dSr) is k n o w n to have been a k ind of magaz ine w h e r e 
different goods of the food produc t ion were collected in the first dynast ies of the 
Egypt ian history. All records concerning the pr-dSr indicate that the te rm originally 
designated an insti tution of the food administrat ion. It be longed to the jz-dfi - ' the 
workshop of provis ion of food ' - and w a s a depa r tmen t of the 'k ings house ' (pr 
njswt), as can be p roved b y the seal impress ions of late Second Dynas ty type.46 

This role of the 'Red house ' (pr-dSr) however ended in the early Third Dynasty. 
Therefore the ment ion of the pr-d£r-institution in the tomb of N i a n k h k h n u m and 
K h n u m h o t e p m u s t be an archaic expression a l luding to condit ions of the Third 

Fig. 7 The offering niche of 
Nef erhetephathor (Murray, 
Saqqara Mastabas I, pi. 2) 

46 Helck, Thinitenzeit, 200. 
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Dynasty.47 The presentat ion of the «Jr-/?/--offerings to N i a n k h k h n u m and K h n u m -
hotep depicts therefore an archaic system of redistr ibution, which in the late Fif th 
Dynasty was probably out of use.48 

Looking at the archaic redistr ibution system of the Third Dynasty as reconstructed 
f rom the representation in the tomb of N i a n k h k h n u m and Khnumhotep at Saqqara 
(fig. 6) and comparing it wi th the information given by the entrance thickness of 
the Giza-tombs of Khufukhaf (G 7130-40) and Merib (G 2100-Annex) (fig. 4) w e 
reach the conclusion, that the scene of present ing the ndt-hr-offerings of the tomb 
of N i a n k h k h n u m and Khnumhotep transmits and visualizes entries of an ancient 
compar tment list of the early Third Dynasty (fig. 7) in the form of a narrat ive picture. 
It al ludes to a remote funerary practice of the early Old Kingdom and demonstra tes 
a redistribution system which was used in the t ime of Djoser. 

7. Final results 

At the end of our investigation on the delivery of the ndt-hr-offerings to the tomb 
owner of the Old Kingdom we m a y summarize as follows: 

1. Three types of scenes present ing the ndt-hr-offerings to the tomb owner are to 
be dist inguished. The scenes of ' type V display the conduct ing of desert animals, 
cattle and fowl by different at tendants, ' type ,2' shows the procession of the 
personified domains, and ' type 3' deals wi th the offerings presented to the tomb 
owner by offering bearers. All «cfr-/»--offerings which are b rought before the tomb 
owner probably are par t of the invocation offering (prt-hrw). 

2. The ndt-hr-offerings of ' type F m a y be recorded in a long or short narrat ive 
version or in a list form. The long version is conceived as narrat ive and shows , 
desert animals, oxen and fowl presented to the tomb owner unde r the supervision 
of scribes. The short narrative version reduces the long narrat ive version to the 
depiction of the tomb owner and the scribes present ing the scroll. The list f o r m 
contains a short list of the entries which were presented to the tomb owner . 

3. The long and short narrative versions are both recorded in the Old Kingdom 
tombs since the Fourth Dynasty whereas the list fo rm can be traced back to early 
dynastic times. The earliest records of it occur in the entries of the table scenes on 
slab stelae and false door tablets of the Second and Third Dynasties. 

4. The 'v iewing the «(/f-/w--offerings' in the vestibule of the Fifth Dynasty tomb of 
N i a n k h k h n u m and Khnumhotep at Saqqara can be classified as a narrat ive version 
belonging to the scenes of present ing the ra^-Ar-offerings of ' type 1'. It depicts the 
pil ing u p of different kinds of food at the 'Red House ' (pr-dSr). Consider ing the fact 
that the 'Red House ' (pr-dSr) was an institution of the food adminis t ra t ion of the 
first dynasties and had disappeared already by the beginning of the Old Kingdom,4 9 

the idea of an interdependence of the late narrat ive scenic version of the tomb of 
N i a n k h k h n u m and Khnumhotep and the early entries of the archaic compar tment 
lists of the first dynasties is strongly suppor ted . 

47 In the tomb of Mehu at Saqqara from the Sixth Dynasty occurs a hwt dSr - 'Red Domain', 
which certainly had a similar meaning as the pr-dSr and designates a kind of magazine: H. 
Altenmiiller, Die Wanddarstellungen im Grab des Mehu in Saqqara, AV42 (1998), 93, pi. 7. 
48 The transmission of archaic terms into the Fifth Dynasty is not quite unfamiliar to the 
tomb decoration of Niankhkhnum and Khnumhotep at Saqqara, for on the west wall of the 
vestibule of this tomb an archaic list of unguents and oils is recorded. The only parallel comes 
from the tomb of Hesira dated to the Third Dynasty: H. Altenmiiller, 'Das Olmagazin im 
Grab des Hesire in Saqqara (QS 2405)', SAK 4 (1976): 1-29. 
49 Its function was taken over by other institutions of the royal administration, such as the 
double institutions of 'the granary' (Snwtj), 'the treasury' (prwj-hd); 'the house of income' (pr 
rkf) and 'the house of abundance' (pr ¥ht); cf. W. Helck, 'Wirtschaftliche Bemerkungen zum 
privaten Grabbezitz im Alten Reich', MDAIK 14 (1956): 64-65. 


