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Editorial

Mit dem Forum Ritualdynamik startet der SFB 619 eine in lockerer Folge er-
scheinende Reihe von Einzelpublikationen im InterDee hier verdffentlichten
Aufsatze, Essays und Thesen sollen Einblicke in/degkstatt des SFB erm0g-
lichen. Sie geben Auskunft Gber den lebendigen da®der Erkenntnisgewin-
nung, so wie er sich in Entwirfen, Gedankenexpeariereund vorlaufigen Aus-
sagen niederschlagt. Dartber hinaus ist das Medften fir die Beitrage jener
Wissenschaftlerinnen, mit denen sich die Mitgliedes SFBs Uber ritualwissen-
schaftlich relevante Probleme austauschen. Das rgbpyder Texte liegt bei
den Autorinnen und Autoren.

Wer eine gedruckte und broschierte Ausgabe des @der anderen Beitrags
der Forum-Reihe in Handen halten mochte, kann dieseler Geschéftsstelle

des SFBs (E-mail: sfbh619@uni-hd.de) bestellen wgkg einen kostendecken-
den Betrag erwerben.

Die Herausgeber
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Preface

Researching “secret societies” in general, and titeials in particular, is always to a certain
degree problematical, since traditionally theseat# are precisely what they try to keep se-
cret. Yet, the possibly oldest and largest oné fitilirishing, and definitely the one which
most influenced Western culture, namely that of Fheemasons, has over time grown less
and less secretive about its rituasnd today it forms the subject of academic reseaith
even some institutes and chairs dedicated explititlit> Therefore it seemed a proper sub-
ject for research about ritual dynamics as welln€gguently, | embarked on such a research
project in the context of the first phase of the&al Research Prograr8ofderforschungs-
bereich - SFB) 619 on Ritual Dynamics at the University ofidétberg, sponsored by the
German Research Foundation (DE@he committee which judged the projects for this-p
gram advised, however, on the long term not taictshe project to Freemasonry, but to ex-
tend it to other “secret societies”. But since watty no other one is as open to scholarly re-
search, this was easier said than done. Yet, demmed at least one option: Johan Strijk, one
of the Executive Grand Councillors of the Indeperidénited Order of Mechanics (IUOM),
aware of my research about the Freemasons, had askelready years ago if | might be
interested in researching the IUOM as well. Sitge tequest had come from one of the high-
est ranking members of that Order, | assumed thabuld be possible for me to get access to
the texts | would need, and so | decided to workhoes Order in the context of the second
phase of the SFB 619.

This was truly a challenging task, since theredssuabstantial secondary literature about
this Order at all. | am actually aware of only twam some extent scholarly texts by non-
members about the Mechanics, both restricted tdDik&ict Grand Lodge of Suriname. In
1993 Roselien M. Rotgans wrote an MA dissertattrthe Theological Seminar of the Mo-
ravian Church in Suriname on secret societiesah ¢buntry, part of which concerns the Or-
der of Mechanicé.And recently Jannes H. Mulder (oncologist, latetiqy advisor at the
Ministry of Public Health in Suriname) wrote anielg about the Mechanics in the same
country® All other literature | found about this Order isitten by its members. There is no
reason why such internal publications could noaba high level, but it soon turned out that
these texts are more often than not rather unakitewards the quality of their sources, min-
gling facts with myths without their authors appdhe being aware of the mythical character
of part of their story. Furthermore | was warneahirthe start that the Mechanics, being tradi-
tionally predominantly working class people, hawwver systematically collected and kept
their archives in any way comparable to the Freemas

When | then started my research, the situationgade be even more difficult than | had
expected. In the first place, although the majooityhe members of the [IUOM with whom |
spoke were quite happy with my project and wouldehlé&ked to support it, at least one of the
Grand Councillors did not like it at all, and heniaded the other members of the Board of
the Order, that they had taken an oath not to destihe texts of their rituals to outsiders. In-
deed, a small ritual of an Order which probablamtarly time split off from the [JUOM (see
Appendix A) gives the oath which a candidate maketbefore being accepted as a member,
which contains the following:

! Snoek 2003a, 2003b.

% Snoek 2008.

% | wish to thank here the DFG for its support d$ ttesearch project.
* Rotgans 1993.

® Mulder 2008.
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Will you solemnly and sincerely declare ... thatiyaill not give, lend, or in any other
manner improperly dispose of, or improperly appiatprany book, writing, or other
document or thing of a secret nature, of or belogdo the said Order, that may in
anywise come into your possession, or cause oersthifée same to be done if it lies in
your power to prevent it. ...

It also gives the oath which a member must takerkdieing installed as Master of his lodge,
which states:

I, A. B., do solemnly and sincerely declare ... that | ddliver up all books, writings,
papers, and other things belonging to the said Qvadeen | am requested to do so by
my successor or by the proper authorities of the®. of Mechanics.

Such an oath, not to show any ritual texts to dets and to hand down all documents con-
cerning rituals to one’s successor, is apparendly eoday taken by a member of the IUOM
who is about to be installed as Master of his lodgel even the most liberal thinking mem-
bers turned out to regard this oath as binding. él@ry when | showed them that the rituals
for the first six degrees of their Rite have beadmavailable in the Internet by a moderately
anti-masonic organization in the NetherlaAdeany of them felt that this oath is today out-
dated. Since changes to the rituals are in fa¢e quarmal within the IUOM, the highest rank-
ing members of the two District Grand Lodges inigame suggested that they would prepare
a proposal to abolish this particular part of thégh for the triennial world conference of the
Order in 2007. However, at that conference the IU@lS too much occupied with other
things, and thus this proposal will not be decidgon before the next such conference in
2010. Yet, in itself this is a striking example ‘oitual dynamics”, confirming again how
flexible rituals in fact are.

As a result, however, only a few rituals of the IM@ere in the end made available to me.
Yet, those which | had access to turned out to Uit gevealing concerning their develop-
ment, and thus | can still give a preliminary vensof the historical evolution of the rituals of
at least some of the degrees of the Rite of theMUO

No such story, however, can make sense if it isptexted against the background of the
historical development of the organization concedrrfg the moment, what | can say about
that is also restricted by the limited access lehag to now been granted to the archives of
the IUOM bodies themselvésand the limited amount of material on the Mechsr@rders
available in public archives and libraries. Thatid not get easily access to the archives in
possession of the IUOM or its members probably tiaas reasons. On the one hand they
clearly feared that | would find rituals there argoother kinds of documents, and on the
other, there seemed to exist at least in some asas embarrassment about the state of
these archives (actually a problem common to almlbgtrivate voluntary societies). That the
public archives and libraries have only little abthis Order is not surprising: “secret socie-
ties” almost always and everywhere try to keepoasd profile as possible, and don’t gener-

® The foundation Argus. The website is: http://wwelling.nl/vrijmetselarij/mechanics.html (last \tsd
25/8/2008). In 2002 the Grand Secretary of the IU®Murice F. King, wrote a letter to the Dutch Exiaee
Grand Councillor, Johan D.C. Strijk, to ask hinfitovestigate this matter and make every attemgtaee these
sensitive materials removed from the Internet't¢ietf April 19, 2002, Ref. No. 21-061-02), whickosvs that
at that time the Executive Committee of Grand Cdwaas already aware of the existance of this wigd-s

| wish to express my great gratitude to thoseviddgials and District Grand Lodges (especially imigame and
The Netherlands) who did give me access to (at feas of) the archives in their possession. Withtheir help,
this research would have been impossible. Showdranreading this be willing to provide me with #hal
material, then please send that to: Prof.Dr. J.ASkbek, Institut fir Religionswissenschaft, Akadestiasse 4-
8, 69117 Heidelberg, Germany or write to me at sjaoek@zegk.uni-heidelberg.de>.
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ally deposit their internal publications in pubjichccessible collections. Still, I managed to
collect at least some material, which allows mether first time to write a first version of a
scholarly history of this organization. Yet, | amnwinced that having an even better version
is of importance, not only to the scholarly comntyriut also to the IUOM itself, and thus
that it is in their own interest to give either mesome other scholar sometime in the future
more access to their archives in order to accommptiat. | also have not given up the hope of
finding yet more archival material pertaining te tBnglish IUOM in its pre-1950 period of
existence.

Acknowledgement in a project like this is alwaysedo many people who helped in many
ways. | can name here only those who played ancedlyesignificant role, viz. Johan Strijk
and Jack Uden for their support and friendship, fandgtimulating me time and again not to
give up, despite the many difficulties; Mark Malye{t) and George Watkins (1), each for
their own very special kind of help; and Michaellta, who did the language correction.
Kind permission to use illustrations was given byUden for fig. 1 & 11; Manchester Ar-
chives & Local Studies for fig. 2; Bedfordshire dnaton Archives Services (by kind permis-
sion of the Duke of Bedford and the Trustees ofBadford Estates) for fig. 3; the SRIA Hal-
lamshire College Library and Museum, Tapton Maséiad, Sheffield for fig. 4 & 5; Lanca-
shire Record Office, Preston for fig. 6; The Bhtisibrary Board for fig. 7; Cumbria Record
Office (Kendal) for fig. 9 and pages 7 & 8 of AppiextA; Cumbria Record Office (Barrow-
in-Furness) (by kind permission of Thomas ButleiS&n) for fig. 14; and Lodge “De Vol-
harding No. 67, Paramaribo (Surimame) for fig. 16.
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British Library, London

Bibliotheque Nationale de France, Paris

Brother

District Grandmaster

Deputy Master (of a lodge)

Free and Independent United Order of Mechanic
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Friendly Society

Grand Council

Grand Master

Grand Masters

Groot Oosten der Nederlanden (Cultural Mas@uantre “Prins Frederik” of the
Grand East of the Netherlands, The Hague)
Grand Secretary

lllustrative Grand (= Master of a lodge)
Independent Order of Mechanics, PrestonyJ@itther USA or Trinidad)
Independent United Order of Mechanics
Independent United Order of Scottish Mechanic
Knight(s) [of] Malta

Knight(s) Templar

Lodge President

Loyal United Free Mechanics

Most Worshipful Grand Master

National Archive, Kew, London

Past Grand Master

Past lllustrative Grand

Right Worshipful Grand Master

United Grand Lodge of England (Freemasonry)
Vice President
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Introduction

In 2007 the Independent United Order of Mechanid©M) celebrated its 28Danniversary.

It has today ca. 30 District Grand Lodges with@&200 members all over the world. Yet, no-
body whom | spoke about it had ever heard of isd&eching such a society was for me, as a
scholar, specialised in ritual studies, probablgulas exciting as researching a hitherto un-
discovered tribe in the Amazon area would be foraathropologist. The results of this re-
search can be summarised as follows.

The earliest document | found about the IUOM détesh 1833. Yet, this book of regula-
tions does not at all give the impression of havaegn produced by a new, or even a young
society. My analysis of the rituals of the IUOM si®that beneath the predominantly"19
century layer, an i@»century one is still visible for the trained eyderefore, the traditional
claim of the IUOM that it was founded in 1757 magyrhore than pure legend after all.

The other claim of the Order, that it was founded.ancashire, is well supported by the
available evidence. Until 1877 the Order existety @am the north of England and to a lesser
degree in the south of Scotland. It was not uh#ghtthat the first lodge was created in South
Africa. From then on the [IUOM developed into aremational Order.

In 1878, while at the summit of its power with akhd 8000 members, the IUOM regis-
tered for the first time officially as a Friendlp@&8ety. Although it had always been one, it had
so far—like many other Friendly Societies—choserrédmain unregistered. The National
Insurance Act of 1911 brought about the efdnost Friendly Societies in the UK, and the
Great War asked a large toll of the British peopéglucing also the number of members of
such societies, but the IUOM survived for the moménnew National Insurance scheme,
introduced in the UK in 1936 by the then Prime Miar, Lloyd George, killed off almost all
surviving Friendly Societies. The IUOM in the UKeses to have suffered the same fate as
many others. It declined rapidly, and when the 8dd&/orld War broke out, this was taken
as an excuse to transfer the seat of the Ordeeto Xbrk, where the IUOM had been intro-
duced in 1910. In 1947 the Order in the UK wasalisd.

The new government of the Order in New York begamwiork with much enthusiasm,
making many changes, and although as a result dewaof District Grand Lodges decided to
split-off and to continue as independent Orders, fHOM survived and today counts ca.
6000 members all over the world again. In 1957 asveven re-introduced in England (this
time for the first time in London), and in 1973 @fje was founded in a second European
country, The Netherlands. These European Distriein@ Lodges were founded by immi-
grants from the West Indies, and from Suriname.

The IUOM, like most Friendly Societies, is not omynutual help organisation, but also a
Fraternal Society, practising initiation ritualsamumber of degrees, much like (and in fact to
a large extent copied from) the Freemasons. Theated processes of transfer of ritual(s)
from among others the Freemasons to the Mechandmsr ulifferent circumstances turn out to
illustrate very clearly the relations between chaggircumstances, transfer of ritual(s), and
changes made in the rituals concerned. Both marat new countries and incorporation of
women turn out to have been occasions for suckfeEeand changes.

| shall now offer an overview of the history of tMechanics and their different Orders
which evolved in the course of time (Chapter-I)nc® the Mechanics’ Orders are from the
start first and foremost ‘Friendly Societies’, lIMihen briefly review them from that perspec-
tive (Chapter-Il). Next comes the analysis of tlevelopment of their rituals (Chapter-Iil).
This booklet finally ends with a review of the nraépresented from the perspective of ‘Rit-
ual Dynamics’ in general, and the theory aboutrisfar of Ritual’ in particular (Chapter-IV).



Chapter I: History

History, as handed down to us, is often
garbled, confused, or slanted by prejudice.
We must try to know the truth, and to cor-
rect false representationsNgthaniel A.
Haughton in his Grand Master's Address
to the Convention of the IUOM in 19%6.

1. The eighteenth century
According to several authors, the Order was fourideti757 “in the County of Lancastel”,

whereas according to others “the 1.U.O.M. was oiggthin Lancashire, England, in 1757,
and received its authority by Act of [the Britighrliament™

The year 1757, though uncontested in the literadfitte Order itself, is not supported by
any documentary evidence whatsoever found so faeriWvriting this, the earliest reference |
found to this year is in the short text on thedmgbof the Order, written by Pearson in 1922.

RULES, ORDERS,

AND REGULATIONS,

3

A Short History
- l ;,UN:IO‘N‘O‘F‘..MEVCHANICS

Sindependent  Alnited  @rder PR DI LSRG R ¥

or ;‘E[?Cbanlcs vi £00 WELD AT THE HOUSE OF |
FRIENDLY SOCIETY : “oi aro 1 MR. THOMAS, KING,
: 5 THE BIGN OF ‘ -
» . s BY oy 5 : i a3 TR, ;
A A THEOLD WHITH LION, WORURN,
CHARL[S PEARSON, : - ks Bgnifcnnsﬂmz.
GRAND MASTER. ; : e T ARl

INSTITUTED JAN. 1, 1816,

Published 1922.

M., & S . No.
GATRSHEAD— Admitted a Member the Day of

J. A. FARISH & SONS, Printers, HIGH STRRET 181

Wwm. WHITBREAD, SecrETARY, WoBURN PARK, BEDS.

ArAAANAAANAAA N

DODD, STATIONER; &c. WOBURN, BEDS.

Fig. 1: Cover of Pearson’s booklet of 8 pages (idel Fig. 3: “Rules, Orders, and Regulations” of the itin
ing the cover) from 1922. of Mechanics Benefit Society” in Woburn [© the Duke
of Bedford and the Trustees of the Bedford Estates]

! Pearson 1922, 3; Baarn & Julen 1987, 6.

2 Vassall 1952, 14; Fraser 1973, 10; Anon. (ed.)31%7 Anon. (ed.) 1989, 3; Uden 1999, [1]. Actuallthe

County of Lancaster” is the more official name dfatmore popular is referred to as “Lancashire’thed there
is no essential difference between the two statésn@mly after the Second World War, the area leeshbyeor-
ganised administratively; since then Lancashisggsificantly smaller than it used to be.



Regrettably, Pearson does not mention his souocesnfthing he writes. Yet, his publication
seems to form the starting point for most lateharg writing about the history of the Order.
Apart from the question whether the year 1757 isem, it is also unclear what exactly is
claimed to have happened in that year. The wordtddhin the name of the Order, further-
more, suggests that two or more “Mechanics Ordatrst certain point in time united in order
to create that which they from then on would ché t.U.O.M. It seems unlikely that 1757
would be the date of this Union. Rather, if thaary&urns out to be correct, | would expect
that in that year for the first time a society iasnded which gave itself a name in which the
words “Order” and “Mechanics” appeared, and whictdeéd later was one of those that
merged to form the I.U.O.M. That would parallel tin@sonic “United Grand Lodge of Eng-
land”, founded in 1813 through the merger of twdeolGrand Lodges, one of which claimed
to have been founded in 1717, which is why the U@l=ims to date from 1717.

The formulation “the 1.U.O.M. was organized ...1in57, and received its authority by Act
of [the British] Parliament” is also problematic timat it suggests that the registration under
the Act of Parliament which gave it its authoribpk place in 1757 as wéllbut it is much
more likely that this happened only after the fisiendly Societies Act of 1793 and the Un-
lawful Societies Act of Parliament in 1799. Still 1852 the Order voted down a proposal to
register itself. The first time that it did regisitself seems to have been in 1878, after a new
Friendly Societies Act had been introduced in 1&& below).

Even worse, therefore, is the formulation: “Thedpdndent United Order of Mechanics,
Western Hemisphere, Incorporated, Friendly Socieas founded in the year 1757 in Lanca-
shire, England by the Authority of an Act of EngliParliament. The Order wal[s] subse-
quently registered under the Friendly Society AicBotish Parliament in the year 1896. The
Registration No. is 849, in the County of Durharontlon, England, as Fraternal Organiza-
tion”.* Although we know absolutely nothing about how lH®M was founded, we may, of
course, be quite sure that it wagt founded “by the Authority of an Act of English Rar
ment”. It wasregistered as a Friendly Society in 1896, ot for the first time. When the
IUOM was registered for the first time, in 1878, &ddress was in Morpeth, Northumberland,
thusnotin the County of Durham. And it hactverhad a lodge in London before the English
IUOM was dissolved in 1947; only when an Englisistiict Grand Lodge was re-founded ten
years later, did it have any connection with Londalso, the IUOM washeverregistered in
England as a “Fraternal Organization”, but onlyad&riendly Society”. This is only a selec-
tion of such statements, based on re-copying @lelinformation.

In fact, | found no independent evidence of any ¢htEnics Order” from the 1Bcentury
so far. Which is not to say that such evidence nexisted. Friendly Societies existed in Eng-
land from the 18 century onwards. The claim may well be correct,ibjust cannot be sub-
stantiated at the moment.

Further more, although the usual meaning of “meictian the 18" century is just: schooled
labourer, there are some intriguing old referertoedMechanics”. A few examples have to
suffice here.

Matthew Scanlan pointed out to me that in a lette29 Octoberl714 from George
Mackenzie (the new British Minister in St. Peterg)uo the Earl of Mar (St. Petersburg) the
former writes: “... as he is to have several othettens given him in charge, whereof, wtout
[= without] breaking throw the Masson Word, | hope, toa Bro[the]r Mechanickof his

3 Just one example of this reading: “The I.U.O.MS.FW.H., is a fraternal organization founded antashire,
England, and was registered under the Friendlyefiesi Act of the British Parliament in 1757.” (“®psis of
the Past lllustrative Matron’s Conclave” Rast lllustrative Matron’s Conclave under the jutistion of Alpha
District Grand Lodge #1, 1st Women'’s Day, Sundgteeber 16, 20QINew York, no page number).

*King 1997, 3.



Czarian Ma]jes]ty, it will as yet be allow’d me &zquaint you so far, that he [i.e. the Emis-
sary of the Tsar] is to carry, say they, a sea Gmspo our King...”

Also, Scanlan writes that ih738 Hugo O’Kelly, an Irish-born Infantry Colonel anide
master of a masonic lodge in Lisbon, declared whimrogated by the Inquisition, that in his
lodge there were usually discussions about—amohgrdhings—architectural theory. He
then added that there were usually two or threetigiag “Free Mason Mechanitsn the
lodge so that the others might receive instructiarchitectural theory from them, and these
others O’Kelly termed “the Noble and Gentlemen Rv&sons”. Scanlan concludes, that “it
therefore follows that if the ‘Free Mason Mechahia®re the ones imparting theoretical
knowledge about building in the lodges, they waettue speculative masons; the gentlemen
or noble members were merely students of the®art”.

And in 1778 Antony Shepherd, Plumian Professor of Astronoim@ambridge University,
signed a receipt adaster of Mechanics to George.flI

2. Early references to “Mechanics” Orders

The earliest Order which has the word “Mechanicsit$ name, of which | found documen-
tary evidence so far, isSThe Agreeable Society of Smiths, and other Meclsamahe Towns
of Manchester and Salford”, which had its “Articlés be observed” printed in Manchester in
1798 claming to have “Begun the first Day of Mardt¥54'.% Here, however, the “Mechan-
ics” seem to be marginal, rather than central.

= T0 BE OBSER}’ED %Y THQAGREEABLE

SOCIETY OF SMITHS

Lct Loys bs mmwx Didimulation, M :ix, Q’L
Pretp QO OP Ptk

Fig. 2: The Agreeable Society of Smiths, and otechanics [© Manchester Archives & Local Studies]

® This is the ninth letter (pp. 408-411) in Paul 49te quoted text is on p. 408.
® Scanlan 2004, 31.

" British Library Add. 52486, f. 85.

8 Anon. 1798.



This is different in the case of th&fion of Mechanics Benefit Sociétyn Woburn, Bed-
fordshire, which claimed to be “instituted Jan[yaky1816 (see Fig. 3). The title-page of its
“Rules, Orders, and Regulations” mentions, probaslyhe author, “Wm. Whitbread, Secre-
tary, Woburn Park, Bed[ford]s[hiref’.This William Whitbread was not a labourer, but an
overseer of works and a contractor. He was “toycarr the works on the Hill South of the
Abbey, the road to Ridgmont, and the waters — Hbrexcted to employ additional hands”; he
was to be paid by Edmund Cartwright, “and Mr. CaidWt is to be reimbursed by application
to His Grace the Duke of Bedford ... by order o idirace, Hn. Holland™® He worked first
under Henry Holland and then under Humphry RePton the garden of the Duke of Bed-
ford in Woburn, at least from 1803 onwardsprobably at least until 183£.0n “Jan. 1,
1816" he worked on the park with a team of 42 labmiemployed by hirtf The librarian of
the Bedfordshire and Luton Archives and Recordsi&es, Mr. Collett-White, is of the opin-
ion that Whitbread could not possibly have beemetary of the “Union of Mechanics” if he
had not had the consent of the Duke.

We should not confuse “MechanicSirderswith the “Mechanicdnstitutes, which started
to appear about the year 1824These had “for their object the instruction of king men in
the scientific principles upon which the industiais are based® | will exclude these from
this account. But anyone looking for archival miaieabout “Mechanics” Orders should be
aware that what he is looking for is hidden in achiarger mass of documents about these
Institutes or Institutions.

One of the many “Mechanics” Orders which pop uphie 19" century is the Order of the
“Loyal United Free MechanitsAccording to Law,

On 26 April 1851 the Prince of Wales Friendly Stcieodge No. 85 was formed with
headquarters at the Sportsman’s Arms, Westleigh Mgigh, Lancashire. By 1862

when they registered their rules they had adopteevaname, the Loyal United Free
Mechanics. As lodge number 85 they must have beengb some sort of affiliated

order; whether this was the case after the chafgaroe is not appareht.

This story, however, cannot be a correct interpiataof the facts, because there exists a
“New Set of Sacred Songs, for the use of the Loyalited, Free Mechanics”, which was
published in 18342 Its author, John Mitchell, “Master of the L.U.Fllodge, No. 25, Tod-
more”, writes that these songs “have been compasédke request, and urgent desire of a
Meeting of Delegates, held at our Grand Lodgeh@nkieginning of the Yed833.° There-
fore | assume, that the “Prince of Wales Friendbgi&ty Lodge No. 85" was lodge No. 8%
the LUFMboth in 185landin 1862, even though they may have described tbles differ-
ently in the two documents. The National Archiveséna folder on the “Duke of Wellington

° Whitbread 1816.

10| etter from Holland to Cartwright of March 181803, Bedfordshire and Luton Archives Servicesdfrd
Estates collection) R3/2114/522.

1 See: Daniels 1999, esp. 170-180.

12 Bedfordshire and Luton Archives Services (Bedfesthtes collection) R3/2114/536, 546, 547, 548.

13 Bedfordshire and Luton Archives Services (Bedfesthtes collection) R3/2416, 2419, 2431.

14 Bedfordshire and Luton Archives Services (Bedfsthates collection) R429, bundle 1.

15 Tylecote 1957.

% Tylecote 1957, 1.

7 Law 2001, 1.

'8 Mitchell 1834.

9 Mitchell 1834, 4. But as in the case of the IUQ#d,also for the LUFM it is clear that the term “témi” sug-
gests that this Order was composed of two or mioker @nes.



Lodge No. 88, 6380 Lancaster, LancasHitesf the LUFM, which registered 6/8/1873. It
contains a.o. theiRules printed in 1873. The registration of this lodg@aswcancelled
21/1/1915 because no annual returns were receiged¥912 onward$:

NEW SET
SACRED 30NEGY,

LOYAL, UNITED, FREE, MECHANICS.

BY JOHN MITCHELL,

W. M. OF THE LOYAL, UNITED, FREE, MECHANICS’S LODGE,
NO. 25, TODMORDEN.

« For why should we be beaten down by care,
Unite, be free, that each may take his share ;

Thus we do soften care, and pain, in the Mechanic plllan,
And health, and peace of mind, to restore the Mechanic man”*

TODMORDEN :
PRINTED BY J, CHAMBERS, BOOKSELLER AND STATIONER.

1834,

A=

Fig. 4: New Set of Sacred Songs, for the use of Fig. 5: Banner or apron of the LUFM
the Loyal, United, Free Mechanics [© The SRIA Hallamshire College Library and Museum,
[© The SRIA Hallamshire College Library and Tapton Masonic Hall, Sheffield]

Museum, Tapton Masonic Hall, Sheffield]

The relationship between the LUFM and the IUOMafify) is at the moment still unclear. The
LUFM is interesting, however, because there existimber of copies of what is sometimes
called a banner (for which it is rather small) esmetimes an apron (for which it is very
large) of this Order, which is heavily decoratedwaymbols printed on it, most of which can
be easily recognised as also usual within the I®Where are more or less three columns of
images. The top of the central column shows asesding eye surrounded by a glory. Below
it are two Cherubs holding scrolls with the texténited we stand” and “Divided we fall”.
The centre of the banner/apron shows Eve offeridgm a fruit from the tree of knowledge
of good and evil in the Garden of Eden. It alsovahthe tree with the snake in it. On both
sides stand two pillars with two allegorical figaren top of them, representing Faith (with a
book = Bible}* and Hope (with an anchor), both pointing upwamisn arch with the name
of the Order. In the grass before Adam and Evefrara left to right depicted: square and
compasses, globe, and beehive (symbol of a lo@g9ow these, two hands hold a chain (the

O NA: folder FS 15/331.

2L NB! The year 1912 is significant, since in 191@ Mtational Insurance Act passed in Parliament.

22 Copies can be seen at www.bbc.co.uk/history/brgimpire_seapower/banners_01.shtml and
http://homepage.eircom.net/~lawedd/FREEMECHANICS.(ivoth last visited 25/8/2008), while also the BRI
Hallamshire College Library and Museum, Tapton Meésdall, Sheffield owns a copy. This last mentidne
copy has nine red and two white rosettes addet] which points in the direction of it being an apy the ro-
settes indicating an elevated status of its beasrge aprons were in use in early"i&ntury Freemasonry as
well.

2 |n her other hand she holds a cup, so she migatdmible symbol, representing Charity as well.



Chain of Brotherhood), in the centre of which arhé@harity = Brotherly Love) is included.
Finally, at the bottom, there is a coffin with ailkand crossbones (mortality). Above the two
columns of images on the outsides are the sun (lefton the symbolic North side), and the
moon which is surrounded by seven stBedow the sun we see Noah's Ark on the waters and
a dove with an olive branch in its beak, then amear (?), then Jacob sleeping and dreaming
of the ladder with angels ascending and descenoitgeen heaven and earth, and finally
Moses hitting the rock from which springs waterld@ethe moon are depicted a cock, two
men of which one is kneeling for the other (JesugPerson (Joseph?) laying down under a
tree with 11 sheaves of corn (?) around him, amalfi two kneeling persons holding a heart,
one (Peter?) holding also a key, the other a cieggecially the representations of particular
stories from Genesis (Adam and Eve, Noah's ArkpBacladder) are reminiscent of a par-
ticular brand of Freemasonry, other than the maigasn form found with the so called ‘Pre-
mier Grand Lodge’ and the Grand Lodge of the ‘Amiis& It concerns a third tradition, often
associated with the so called ‘Harodim’, which veapecially active in the North of England.

| will come back to this later.

3. The English IUOM from 1833 to 1877

We can be certain that in 1833 not only the LUFMt, &lso the IUOM existed, since in that
year were published’he General Rules, of the Independent United OafeMechanics
Grand Lodge, Blackburfff These contain 79 “General Rules” (3-14), an in@-17), a
short poem on the title page, and two songs: “@rigfi Mechanism” composed June®21
1833, and “Parting Song”, from Jul{ 31833, both by “J.F.”.

, W
. TR A CONCISE HISTORY
GENERAL /3 Dpr‘;‘j
\:7{’;37/ : 4 or TuE
RULES, ";'{13‘,4“/; INDEPENDENT UNITED ORDER
SNl gnl#
OF THE e .
INDEPENDENT MECHANICS
NI S FRIENDLY SOCIETY,
" FROM 1847 TO 1879,

Being a Paper Read before Grand Council at South Shore
ON APRIL 23rp, 1880.

s

To which is added an Appendix containing an

Grand Lovge, Blackburn, "
Index & Digest of the Resolutions of Grand Councils

——— 1 52 5] C—
DR From 1845 to 1879.

By A. ROBINSON, D.G.M., (BURNOPFIELD Disrricr,)

(Associate of the Tnstitute of Actuaries, &e.)

W

PRESTON :

PRINTED BY BROTHER J. M‘C ORNACK, HEATLEY-STREET. BT JOI
, BRO. JOIIN B. BARNES, PRINTER, GROAT MARKET.
1833.

1880.

Fig. 6: The General Rules of the IUOM Grand Lodgekig. 7: Robinson’'#istory and Resolution® British
Blackburn. Library Board. All Rights Reserved. 8277.c.8]

24 Anon. 1833.



Regrettably, the first of these songs only giveswhical account, leading the origins of
Mechanism back to the creation of the earth by @Geféyred to as the “Supreme Grand”, who
thus was the first Mechanic. No information abdw history of the Order is to be found here.
However, from the contents of the rules it is petffeclear that these were not conceived for
a newly founded Order, but rather were those of @neady in existence for a long time.
There is frequent reference to the “code of camsvibal laws”, which must have been a dif-
ferent publication, probably functioning as stasuté the whole Order. Several rules mention
“the half-yearly District Council” and the (probabjearly) “Grand Council”, as well as such
functions as “P.G.” (Puissant Grandmaster? In ase@pparently the Grand Master of the
IUOM), “G.S.” (Grand Secretary), and “D.G.” (DisttiGrandmaster), thus showing that the
“Grand Lodge, Blackburn” is in fact one of the Dist Grand Lodges of which the IUOM
was composed. Within a normal lodge those officentioned are the “I.G.” (lllustrative
Grand = Master of the lodge), the “D.M.” (Deputy $ter), the “P.S.” (Privy Secretary), the
“P.T.” (Privy Treasurer), the “tiler” (sic!), anché “No. 1, council-man” (rules 2 and 1%).
Some phrases are reminiscent of masonic terminatogyaxis, for example “the half-yearly
pass-word” (Rule 30), the interdiction to “introduany religious or political subject” (Rule
38), and “sickness or distress” (Rule 54), while tRarting Song” seems to indicate that at
the end of a lodge night the “Chain of Brotherhowais formed:

Let us before we part,
Join every hand and heatrt,
Fraternal band;

The later literature about the next period in thetdny of the IUOM is apparently always
based on one publication: RobinsoRistory and Resolutions of the Independent United O
der of Mechanics, from 1845 to 1878ublished in 1886° As Robinson states explicitly in
his “Preface”, “The matter contained in the follogipages is based on Papers emanating
from Grand Council ... they are inserted in ordet tthe members may be fully acquainted
with the many vicissitudes the Mechanics Orderuraergone in the course of its career, and
in its general development” (3). However, RobingoD][istrict] G[rand] M[aster] of Burnop-
field District when he writes this, which meansttha can’t be a junior member of the Order.
It is thus likely that he has also seen much ofttiséory of the ca. 35 years he describes per-
sonally. After this preface follows the text of f@per read before Grand Council at South
Shore, on April 2%, 1880” (title-page), which takes up pages 5 toTHen follow six appen-
dices or tables (16-21), the first one of whichslithe Grand Council Officers from 1845 to
1879, the “Digest of Resolutions of Grand Counwilfich run from April 1845 to April 1879
(22-47, 264 numbered resolutions), “Extracts fronjra@] Cl[ouncil] Proceedings,
Ex[ecutive] Com[mittee] Addresses, &c.” runningritdMay 1847 to June 1870 (47-49, num-

% Later regulations for individual lodges, such lasse of the ‘Northumberland Star Lodge’ under thstrit
Grand Lodge of Newcastle on Tyne, of which the 8ubf 1865, 1878 (adapted to the Friendly Socefet of
1875), and 1893 (based on the same Friendly Sesié&it of 1875) have been preserved (NA FS 10/38)-
tion, besides the District Grand Master, the lodfiices of lllustrative Grand, Deputy Master, Senizeacon,
Junior Deacon, Tyler, Secretary and Privy Treas(ir865, 6 & 7). In the ‘Rules for Lodges’ of 1878081893
(which are standard rules for all lodges of the NUQvherein only the name of the lodge and the RisGBrand
Lodge have been added manually) the addition ‘Piinag disappeared. The title “lllustrative Grandt the
Master of a lodge seems to be specific for the [IUOKeRules of the Duke of Wellington Lodge No. 88, ef th
Loyal United Free Mechanics, held at Treacle RawRickup Bank, in the County of Lancastearwen 1873,
for example, specify the following lodge functiomdaster, Deputy Master, Treasurer, Secretary, two Deacons,
two Stewards, and two Guardians or Tylers, (aparhfor including?) an “out door Tyler” (rules 3 ahf, my
italics JS) (NA FS 15/331).

% Robinson 1880. This is the title on the coverhaf booklet. For the title on the title-page seeltidiography
below.



bered 265 — 291), fifteen “Notes” to some resohagiogiving the text of the articles of the
Regulations of the Order referred to in these rggwis (50-52), and an “Index” (53-54). This
booklet thus not only gives us Robinson’s storyhef history of the Order in this period, but
also a massive amount of facts.

Regrettably, he does not give any factual infororafibout the history of the Order, prior
to 1845. All he writes about that period is this:

The Independent United Order of Mechanics Frie#pefit Society is one of no re-
cent formation, the date of its original organiaatbeing lost in its antiquity. Since its
commencement, there have been many and importangeh, both in regard to legal
enactments affecting such Societies as we hav@dheur of being connected with,
and also with respect to the internal affairs afividual ones, conducted, as they gen-
erally are, by councils of representatives sintitethat assembled here. (5)

Apparently, in 1880, there is already a severe tEcknowledge about the earliest period of
the Order. Robinson explicitly starts his histoffytlee Order “in the year 1847, that is, the
succeeding year to that in which the Order's Halfwyy Reports were for the first time
printed in their present pamphlet form. This foig),without doubt, a decided improvement
upon the old sheets previously in vogue” (5/6shbuld be noted that Robinson does not state
that the Reports were previously not printed; thveye printed on “sheets”, though we don’t
know since when. The first resolution that Robinseports, from April 1845, reads: “That
the Lecturesin future be printed on a larger type” (No. 1,22, my emphasis), but | doubt
that this refers to the printedRésolutions The “Resolutions” of June 1846 (No. 4 - 10) don’
mention anything of this kind. The “Extracts fromjir&d] C[ouncil] Proceedings” of May
1847 (No. 265 - 274), as opposed to the “Resolgtidrom that meeting (No. 11-12) state
that the “Exec[ecutive] Com[mittee] recommendedcea method of making out threports’
(No. 270, my emphasis), but that too may refetoething else. Robinson then states:

| find from G[rand] C[ouncil] Reports in that yepre. 1847], that the Order consisted
of 10 districts, extending over the six northernmtes of England, and also the south
of Scotland; beyond which it does not appear teeh@netrated except in one or two
isolated cases, which ultimately have unfortunapetyved abortive attempts to estab-
lish the banner of the Order in new quarters. Hngdst of these 10 districts was that
of Blackburn, with 23 lodges and 744 members, dnedrtext approaching to it was
Lancaster with 22 lodges and 661 members. Othdesmed in succession, until we
had Newcastle with 213 members, and Kendal, lefaatl,ocomprising 4 lodges and
117 members. The aggregate number of memberstdintiea was but 4152. (6)

This pattern, that the IUOM was, until then, a pimaenon restricted to the North of England
and the South of Scotland, should be kept in nmsnt;e it seems to have remained the same
for a long time after. But, compared to the presiay, the size of the Order was astonishing.
And this was by no means the peak of its prospeRibbinson continues:

... for two years the Mechanics Order decreasedimber, at the end of which time, it
lost, what had formerly been its most influentigdtdct, for at the Kendal G[rand]
Clouncil] in 1849 the Blackburn district was susged for a year on account of its not
complying with the rule relating to Funeral Monayid at G.C. in the following year,
an attempt at reconciliation proved to be unsudugsso that the Order was reduced
to a lower numerical state than has ever beenabe since.



Still, though deserted by such a powerful distticbse remaining progressed stead-
ily, the annual increase being about 100 membar4860, two lodges in Liverpool
were formed into a district bearing that name, thilisg up the vacancy in the num-
ber of districts, caused by the secession of thecklurn district. In this state, all
seems to have gone well with the Order for six yeahen the Liverpool district, the
least in the Order, (with the exception of Kenddhich has retained its original posi-
tion during the 32 years under observation), dissadl with the proceedings of Grand
Council; printed, and circulated (what was termgd@C.) an “inflammatory docu-
ment” among the members, for which they were fibgds.C. The fines imposed they
refused to pay, and so shut themselves out fron®tder for two years. In 1858, they
were re-admitted, but at the same time, a dispatgean the Lancaster district, which
resulted in a secession of about 500 members fnenviechanics ranks.

From this period, there appears for a long timbawee been, comparatively speak-
ing, very little dissatisfaction, the Order madensiderable progress, and in 1862, it
was deemed prudent by G.C. to sanction the divieiothhe Preston district, the new
one assuming the old name of Blackburn districtet.@n, in 1866, Preston district
was again reduced, by the formation from it, of thdde District, under D.G.M.
HALL, our present worthy RAND MASTER. At this time, there were 12 districts in the
Order, with a total number of 8346 members, or ntbae double the number of Me-
chanics there had been 20 years previous.

After this year the number of members increased vapidly, insomuch that in
1871, the Newcastle district, then the most powesfuhe twelve, was broken into,
and Morpeth and Blackhill Districts were establiglieom lodges lately belonging to
the District of Newcastle. The year 1876 was thawhich the Order attained its high-
est numerical status, it having under its standaaod fewer than 14 districts, 194
lodges, and 17373 members. Here indeed had beehgrapvth ... (6/7).

In short: in 1876 the IUOM was almost thrice agj¢aas it is toda§’ while then it was still
restricted to the North of England and the Soutsadtland, whereas today it is spread over
the surface of the earth. That is astonishing idbee

Then follows the year 1876/77. This shows two @sting events. On the one hand, in
1877 the Order established its first lodge abroazl {n Cape Town) (73® whereas on the
other, when—in 1876—the Order voted to be registeraer the new Friendly Societies Act
of 1875%° a large part of the IUOM broke away. Robinson dbss the event as follows:

The Government had taken the trouble to interesh#elves in the Friendly Societies
of the country, and had framed and passed a BRariament, for the protection of
such organizations as ours [i.e. the Friendly SmseAct of 1875]. [A reorganization

of the Order so that it could be registered] asaetmal unity [was prepared and re-
ceived] the consent of the majority of the membfyst] more than one third of the
17000 failed to agree to the proposed federatiowl, \were consequently counted
among the “secessionists” ... [T]he seceding distrivere Preston, Coniston, and
Blackburn, with portions of Wigan, Lancaster andliSke. In the year following, the

remainder of the Wigan district unanimously resdite “withdraw from the Order

until the Friendly Societies Act, 1875 had been edime in force, and its usefulness
felt and appreciated.” [A new district Burnopfieihs established, but] the Blackhill

27n 2001, the IUOM had ca. 6000 members (Strijk 2CH).
% The Resolution concerned is 230 of June, 187 Toinifon 1880, 44.
% Resolution 223 of June, 1876 in Robinson 1880T4&. result of the vote in appendix 5, 20.
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district saw fit to add to the party who had seftdrom the Unity ... and endeav-
oured to carry on an Order, suitable to their oastd. (8)

Registration had been voted down once before,ini2852 by 2383 votes to 2088 (13, 20).
This time (1876) it had majority support of 52%:483votes for, 3045 against (2§)but its
opponents apparently had strong feelings abouisthee. This description of the events, fol-
lowing the new Friendly Societies Act of 1875, eips why the number of different “Me-
chanics” Orders in England is so large. Not onlyenthere different ones already in the early
19" century, but as a result of the disagreement magistration or not under the new Act,
their number increased considerably.

The actual application of the IUOM to be register@sl a Friendly Society is dated
3/5/1878, and its registration took place on 1838°! The application had to be signed by
eight members. These were William Rochester forQtstrict Morpeth, John T. Kendall for
Liverpool, Laurence Hall for Fylde, W.B. Staintoor iKendal, Joseph Beck for Wigton, Rob-
ert Sewell for Longtown, Alexander Laing for Newtta®n Tyne, and Robert Walton as Sec-
retary. As “Office” of the Order was mentioned: OniPlace, Morpeth, Northumberland.
After “The Society carriesofr intends to carry] on business in more than onentrguviz.,”
was filled in “in Great Britain and Ireland, the &mel Islands and the Isle of Man”, which
was rather ambitious if one compares it with thggasted “in England and Scotlarat Eng-
land and Irelandor England, Scotland, and Irelaral the case may Qelt is unclear to me
if at this point in time it had already receives Registration Number 849, but this number is
printed on its amende@eneral Rulesf 189332

In June 1879, the IUOM had 9798 members, 122 lodgdsl2 districts (13). And in 1880,
Robinson tells, the “Blackburn and Blackhill Dists have applied for, and been granted re-
admission to the Order” (Robinson 1880, 14).

The majority of the resolutions mentioned by Robmsoncern the solving by the Grand
Council of conflicts between two parties within tReder, usually over financial matters.
These don’t concern us here. However, a numbeesaflutions not mentioned so far are in-
teresting enough to warrant quoting, but will remaithout comment.

June, 1846.

4.—That in future the affairs of the Order shalldaeried on by the G[rand] M[aster],
G[rand] C[ouncil] S[ecretary], and Executive Combexdt, in the district wherein
the G[rand] C[ouncil] meeting is to be held ...

7.—That an engraving on steel be got, represethi@@drms of the Order.

10.—That Bro[ther]s Quittenton and Bentley, for da®ervices rendered to the Order,
receive the honorary title P[ast] DJistrict] G[rdni[aster], and be entitled to
wear an extra colour in their rosettes.

May, 1847.

265.—The Dlistrict] G[rand] M[aster]'s at G[rand][@incil] joined a procession,
(which took place at Lancaster on that day) oncasiing out of church, and
dined at the Assembly Room, at a public dinner lie&te in honour of Grand
Council, to which they were presented with a fieket. Thomas Greene, Esq.,
M.P. for Lancaster was chairman, and gave £5 tdQuter, which was appro-
priated to the Widow and Orphan’s Fund in the Lat@aDistrict.

30« . in 1876 [should be 1875] the Friendly SoastiAct was passed in the British Parliament, boabse of its
teaching, purpose and function the Order of Medasaaipplied and was immediately registered withbet t
slightest objection and with a unanimous decisigiaser 1973, 10/11).

%L NA: folder FS 10/103.

32 All this from NA: folder FS 10/103.
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274.—The mortality was large on account of Cholera.

June, 1854.

279.—The Executive Committee’s address on Mecharssrceptionally good.

June, 1855.

47.—That 20s be offered for the most suitable defig a new Dispensation, on the
principle of the Arch and Column.

June, 1857.

57.—That the initiation money for members entetting Order, between the ages of
18 and 25 years, be reduced from 5s. to 2s. 6@[rand] C[ouncil] considers it
would be a means of obtaining a large increaseevhbers.

June, 1859.

82.—That a new form of dispensation be producedliémagraphed; and further, that
we now resolve ourselves into a committee for thppse of drawing a plan,
and reconstructing the declaration to be contaiheckin.

June, 1868.

132.—That there be a new box made for the Ordegelanough to contain the prop-
erty of the Order, and to be made according toik&uctions of the G[rand]
M[aster]

138.—That there be designs got for new Emblems tlaaicthe same be submitted for
approval at next G[rand] C[ouncil].

June, 1869.

152.—That arrangements be left in the hands oCuudisle Executive Committee, for
supplying a new Emblem for the Order ...

289.—That a member, no matter how dissolute, iglewtto draw the funeral money
at his wife’s death, but G[rand] C[ouncil] recomrdethat a friendly communi-
cation with the husband might induce him to intisrkife decently, and thus ac-
complish what was desired.

June, 1870.

154.—That fifty photographs of the new design foe Emblem be struck off and
given to the DJistrict] G[rand] M[aster]’s, to allothe lodges and members an
opportunity of seeing them.

June, 1871.

167.—That A. J. Waudby, of London, supply the Ordieh a Steel Plate Engraving,
at the price of 250 guineas, as per his offer iting, dated June, 1870.

169.—That, on completion of the plate, a sufficienmber of impressions be printed,
so that each brother in the Order at that date ma&g a copy—such copy to be
presented to him gratis. All subsequent impressiortse paid for by members,
as wanted, and, the cost of the plate, and firstbar of impressions to be in-
cluded in the levies half-yearly.

June, 1877.

237.—That, whilst thanking the members of the Dahlbdge of the United Order of
Free Gardeners for their preference shown to oootm@ble Order, by their ap-
plication now before this Council, we most respdabtfdecline to accede to their
request to be admitted into our fraternity, ongheund that, by the rules of our
Order, we are precluded from admitting members altbg age of 40 years.

240.—That an official seal be got for the Order,tbea model sketched by G[rand]
M[aster] Rochester.

241.—That Dlistrict] G[rand] M[aster] Hall be empeved to obtain the stamping ma-
chines for the Districts, and also the Order’s gtam
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242 —That the stamp for the Order be of brass,saachps for Districts of india rub-
ber.

April, 1879.

256.—That a member who emigrates to America cabeoallowed to pay into his
lodge, and remain a member of the Order, as oigdjetion does not exist fur-
ther than in Great Britain, Ireland, Channel Iskes] Isle of Man.

Fig. 8: Emblem of the IUOM.

4. The FIUOM 1877-1951

The branch of the Cumbria Record Office, situatedendal, holds a large part of the ar-
chives of the Free and Independent United OrdeMethanics (FIUOM), registered as
Friendly Society 4073 The oldest document in this archive is a hugededghich registers
the finances of this Order from April 1880 to thedeof 1892. The Order has its Central Of-
fice in “Ship Inn, Coniston, Lancashire”. It hastlaat time 15 lodges and over these years its
number of members grows from 2138 to 2445 by tltba#ri891, to drop for the first time to
2384 during the last year of this period. On 311928 there were still 1997 membétdn
1989, John Holmes Jr., a past Master and pastt8ecid the Happy Home Lodge, wrote a
one-page nofd about the FIUOM in which we read i.a.:

There were about fifteen or sixteen Lodges witlia Order ranging from Cleator
Moor in Cumberland, Threlkeld, Corney, Vale of Eg#ite, Borrowdale, and our own

local Lodge ‘Happy Home’, which was the largest euically but not the wealthiest

on a per capita basis. My grandfather the lateplostolmes, 1855-1942 was the Or-
ders’ Secretary until the start of the thirties whmy father the late John Holmes [Sr.
1881-1969] took over ... Langdale Gala was whally by the Lodge Members and
what a fantastic day was the Whit Friday of eadiryErom the Old White Lion (Miss

Woods) the Brass Band followed by Lodge Member#$ whieir diagonal blue sashes,
proudly bearing the Banner of the Happy Home Loafgghe F.1.U.O.M. ... and thence
back to the Old White Lion where a wonderful calehdh ... was awaiting to be at-

3 All the document have the same (dossier) numbemi€ia Record Office (Kendal), WDB / 125 / Acc 2647
Two further letters relating to the Happy Home Ledtf this Order, from 1933, pertaining to a mortgaare
kept in the Cumbria Record Office (Carlisle), DRG3/53.

¥ Minute Book of the Order, minutes of 30/7/1904.

% Just entitled “Free and Independent United Ordiétechanics”.
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tacked. Wonderful people who gave their everyttonga voluntary basis, each to his
own best ...

The yearly “Club Walk and Gala” on Whit Friday (tReday after Pentecost)—organised to
raise money for the “Widows and Orphans Fund” frehich each of the usually ca. 30 wid-
ows used to get some amount (usually one Poundygaer—are confirmed in the minutes
book of the Happy Home Lodd®From this quote we also learn something aboutebalia

of the Order (diagonal blue sash&s)here still exists a photograph with the desavipti
“Gala Precursor 192% Parade of Happy Home Lodge of Mechanics; outsideVhite Lion
Hotel, Chapel Style (beside west gate of church)shows the ‘Happy Home’ lodge (62
members visible), posing near the Old White Liortdlon Chapel Style (where the lodge had
its lodge room)?° the members wearing their sashes and “proudlyifgéne Banner” of, in
fact not only the ‘Happy Home’ lodge, but also tBéncathra’ lodge. The banner shows a
grave, surrounded by three angels, and a mothetvamahildren (widow and orphans?) in

% Only in 1925 “owing to the very rough night thevas not a gala” (5/3/1926), and some years dutingSec-
ond World War they were not organised. The assunptiat the minute book of a lodge, in these aediv
which has no title, is in fact that of the HappyrhtwLodge, is confirmed both by the names of the bers) and

by the fact that the name of the lodge is mentiopetew times in the minutes (19/2/1932, 7/10/1933,
11/3/1948). It runs from 1922 to 1949. At the admaaetings of 13/3/1947 and 11/3/1948 there welg @n
resp. 4 members present, so that it does not cenaesarprise that 10/3/1949 “the question of didbanthe
Lodge” was discussed. From 1938 onwards the lodzealso sometimes referred to as “the Club” (294388,
24/12/1938, 18/11/1946, 13/3/1947).

3" The minutes of the lodge hardly ever report atyafiactivities at all, these being probably assiimneder the
expression “Ordinary Lodge Business” which is alsvayentioned to have been “transacted” first. Tlaeeetwo
exceptions: 29/5/1932 “A special Committee meetimg held ... for the purpose of Initiation of 3 emen as
Honorary Members. ... The gentlemen having reathsieéves in were Rev. George Cameron Dunning, Harry
Pierce Esqr. & Richard L. Hall Esq.” and 13/5/1938e Lodge meeting was opened by Bro[ther] Joseph
Thwaites in the usual way, after which 1 adult &i¥eniles (Admitted) were initiated as membersefltodge,
after which Bro[ther] Wilson thanked the membensdaaid that he hoped] that another Lodge nigh/beld
have some more members to make”. The minutes asdiyhever tell anything about what happened in the
outside world. Exceptions are the mention of ansualilarge number of members being sick, due titugnza”
(5/2/1927, 5/3/1927, 2/1/1932), the “depressiotrage” (18/3/1932, 17/5/1932), and an increasingimer of
members being absent for serving in his Majestiescds (27/12/1939, 20/1/1940, 27/3/1940, 11/5/1940,
5/3/1942, 12/4/1943 (“45 members were serving e Rbrces”), 27/3/1944 (“In the absence of the nigjmf

the Committee—called to the Forces”)).

3 In fact, according to the minutes of the lodge, picture was taken in 1927: “Bro[ther] Joseph Hedm. said
that he had been in conversation with a gentlemam kindly offered to have the members of the Lopheto-
gra[p]hed on the gala day after the Club Walk. Heig the 58 Anniversary of the Club Walk & gala, and to
present the same to the Lodge and to be hung theihodge Room as a memento of same” (9/6/1927), an
“The Secretary was also instructed to write to Martyt Peirce & thank him on behalf of the Lodge Catter

for his splendid gift to the Lodge re the Photogrégken on gala day” (15/10/1927).

% The meetings are often explicitly stated to bellel the Lodge Room Chapel Stile”. On 22/12/1934r
Smith [of the] White Lion Hotel met the committeee&plained to them that there was a possibilithaifing to
look out for another Lodge Room, as he was expgdtinleave the White Lion sometime in the summiee, t
Lodge could have the use of the Lodge Room untilefteto go to his new Hotel”. Only on 25/2/1933wts
reported that “Mr. Smith had sold the premissebligs Barrow (Lancaster) ... having interviewed Misrrow

he said that she was willing to let the Committagehthe use of [the] small room across the roadhf®meet-
ings ... the rent of the room to be £2 per anninm,same as the old room ...". So, the lodge stdye@. Only
27/10/1941 the lodge decides that “notice [is] ¢ogiven to the Landlord of the Lodge room that wauld not
require the use of the room after Dec®3D41”, but there is no mention of renting anothesm, though
5/3/1942 the annual general meeting is reportathat@ been held “in the Lodge Room” and 27/3/194ttie
Institute”, 12/3/1945 “in the Lodge room”, etc. Q8/11/1946 the “Secretary was instructed to apprdhe
Committee of the Social Centre with the objectaafucing the rent paid by the Lodge”.
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the foreground. The text on the banner reads: “BrekIndependent United Order [of] Me-
chanics[,] Coniston District[,] Happy Home and Biathra Lodges*

Fig. 9: Photograph of the Happy Home Lodge from7.92n the right side the White Lion Hotel,
Chapel Style (beside the west gate of the chuMNbie the sashes and the banner.

Fig. 10: The Old White Lion Hotel, Chapel Styled#y.

“9In 1928, a new banner was ordered: “The questiguhasing a new Banner was discussed & it wisrle
the hands of the Lodge Committee & the gala Conemitb arrange this buy” (2/3/1928); “... after agaleal of
discussion as to the design &c. on the new Barineas proposed that we purchase a new Bannee .satime to
be 7 ft. with by 6 ft. deep as per catalogue from[Ber] G. Tutill London [See fig. 11 below, J8tcost being
near £25. ... The designs on both sides of the Ba@mner to be the same as on the old Banner excapthe
word Blencathra would have to be struck of, theyiing got one of their own” (13/3/1928); “The Seemstalso
reported to the meeting that the new Banner waplaied & was on the way from London & it was hopleait

it would arrive in good time [i.e. before Whit Faig]” (26/5/1928); “The account for the new Bannexswpaid ...
£31-19-9” (13/6/1928). On 22/8/1929 it was proposethang it up in the Church Porch[,] permissiavimg

been given by the Vicar the Rev. L. Argyle”.
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Now, the indication “Coniston District” is surpnig. The minutes book of the Happy Home
Lodge constantly refers to the “District Councliyt sometimes equates that with the “Order”
or the “Grand Council*! i.e. the Grand Council of the FIUOM. Indeed, ami@rof only 15
lodges does not need any districts. | would ragssume that this reflects an old memory of
the times when this Order stilasthe Coniston District of thBJOM. We saw already that
Robinson reports that Coniston was one of theidistwhich split-off from the I[UOM in
1877. And in 1927 the Happy Home Lodge celebrated ‘this years Club Walk & Gala ...
was the 50 Anniversary” (16/3/1927), which counts back to 7&& well. Furthermore, the
minutes of the Happy Home Lodge always refer taVisster as the I[llustrative] G[rand],
which terminology seems to be specific for the IlU@NI the Orders which spilt-off from it.
Finally, the fact that the FIUOM has its Centrafi€@ in Coniston and has its Grand Council
meetings there, also supports the assumption hieaEfUOM is in fact the independent con-
tinuation of what used to be the Coniston Diswicthe IUOM.

But probably the clearest proof that the FIUOMndaed the former Coniston District of
the IUOM is the fact that Robinson mentions the pdjadome Lodge as a lodge in the Conis-
ton District of the IUOM?? and E. Redhead as District Grand Master of thaiston District
and Grand Master of the IUOM in 1864 and 1873, @sd as Deputy Grand Master in 1872
and Grand Council Secretary already in 18580w, the “Minute Book of the Order”, i.e. of
the FIUOM, runs from 30/7/1904 to the dissolutidrttmt Order in 195%% and the very first
day recorded in these minutes, the Grand SecreéBaogher John Bell, reported the death of
the Grand Master (of the FIUOM), Brother Matthewniatd Redhead—no doubt the E. Red-
head mentioned by Robinson—and states: “we have fiee colleagues in Lodge and Or-
ders matters for over 30 years and in the dark d@yke Order (known only to the older
brethren among you) we worked almost night andfda long period, in our endeavour to
bring prosperity to the Other”. This means thate“@rder” he refers to did exist in some form
already in at least 1874, after which a period c#meis here referred to as “the dark days of
the Order”, which is in line with the assumptiomttin 1874 the Order still was the Coniston
District of the IUOM which split off as an indepesrtt Order in 1877. May 1 1910, the
death is reported of John Bell, who is now succdedeGrand Secretary by Joseph Holmes.

On the 29 of July, 1911, “the secretary read letters frod. Earnworth re National Insur-
ance Bill, also a letter from the Loyal Order of ddant Shepherds Society on the same, and
offering amalgamation with their Society”. The iesig discussed, and it is decided that the
secretary should make contact with other socieinefding “the Ancient Order of Mechan-
ics, Preston”, and report next time. At the nexetimg, on March 9, 1912, the National In-
surance Act is again subject of discussion: “ther&ary read letters from various Societies
from which he had received offers of affiliationdaamalgamation viz Independent Druids,
Royal Oak Benefit Society, Independent Order of litalvs, Loyal Order of Ancient Shep-
herds, Independent United Order of Mechanics, leddpnt Order of Mechanics (Preston
Unity), the Friendly Benevolent United Order of Meaics, Imperial United Order of Me-
chanics Friendly Society”. It was agreed to unanishp “that we become an approved sec-
tion”, but also “Bro[ther] Williamson moved thatelSecretary write to Societies under the

*LE.g. in the minutes of 21/7/1928, 20/3/1930, 14934, 10/3/1949.

“2 Robinson 1880, 19 (Table of “Grants to Embarrassetijes, from the Tribute Fund”).

“3 Robinson 1880, 16 (Table of “Grand Council Offiet845 to 1879").

“4 Besides this and the minutes book of the Happy élbotge, there exists a third manuscript bdak.O.M.

/ Lodge Permanent Sick / Receipt & Expenditure Bddks manuscript book contains mainly the finahcia
transactions of the Grand Council, including frame &nd backwards (36-87) the lists of those presette
Grand Council meetings with the amounts they paideoeived (either for being there or as represimeta of
their lodges or both) and their signatures. Furtteee it contains also several draft minutes, sofmetich
(25/7/1908 (3-4), 23/1/1909 (8), and 29/1/1910 Y1&)re not transferred to the minute book of thdedr
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banner of Mechanics and that we join with some uiftie] old name of Mechanics”. Fur-
thermore it was proposed “that the Secretary seyers received from Insurance Commis-
siopers on behalf of admitting women which was edr®”. During the next meeting, on July
13", 1912

the Secretary reported what had been done by HimsRio[ther] Satterthwaite [the
Grand Master] and also stated that when he receiwgde of the first meeting in con-
nection with the formation of a Mechanics Assooiatand not having time to sum-
mon an executive meeting at such short notice kedaBro[ther] Satterthwaite to at-
tend (as one of the Executive) and together thesndéd a meeting at Blackpool on
Saturday Mai 36, at which meeting it was resolved to form an Agstian of Me-
chanics for the purpose of working the Insuranceaka becoming an Approved So-
ciety. They again attended another meeting on 8ayu2?" April at Preston a report
of which each delegate had already received froenShcretary of the new Order
which was then founded under the name of ‘The Andimited Order of Mechanics'.
A third meeting was held on Saturday™2%une at Preston to pass rules &c. and ap-
point a Committee of Management &c.

That is the last thing reported in these minutesiaithis issue. The ‘Ancient United Order of
Mechanics’ was never registered as a Friendly $ochgpparently not only the FIUOM de-
cided after all to continue independently and todoee an “Approved Society” under the
Insurance Act itself, while others will have clos#alvn. Nevertheless, these minutes provide
unique information—also pertaining to the IUOM, lwitich | did not find with any other
Mechanics Order—about the anxiety which the new gkovvoked within the Friendly Socie-
ties generally. And rightly so, because this Aculdoturn out to be the end of most of them.
In the years which followed, within the FIUOM lodgdter lodge either amalgamated with
another or just dissolved.

The Great War left only few traces in the Ordersumte book: July 3%, 1915 the issue
was discussed if for “a member who had been kiledctive service” (in the Forces) funeral
money should be paid or not. On July®23932, “The Secretary Bro[ther] Joseph Holmes
who has held the Office for 21 years tendered ésggnation as Secretary for the Order” and
Brother John Holmes Sr., who was a Trustee of ttaeand in that position a member of
Grand Council for many years already, was appoiatedhe Order’s Secretary “in Place of
his Father”, and Joseph Holmes was now appointedtde in stead of his son. April™,8
1942, the death of Joseph Holmes was reported.

In his one-page note mentioned above, John Holmeadte: “With the advent of the pre-
sent Nat[ional] Health scheme interest waned initiediate post war years and in 1949 |
personally undertook the winding up of the wholed®t. The FIUOM was dissolved in
1951, apparently as a combination of a decline @mimership and as a reaction to the new
Friendly Societies Act of 1948. Officially, in 194Bere were only 7 lodges left with a total
membership of 684, and in 1949 this had even gamendo only 5 lodges with 527 mem-
bers, but internally one counted in 1949 with ed@wer numbers: “at a meeting held on 30th
July, 1949, the three Branches [= lodges] lefthe ©rder decided to sent to each member a
ballot card for him to sign, for or against dissmn. As the three Branches are only 300
members strong, we cannot see any hope of recaamdyit is useless to try and carry on after
31st December, 1949° One of the answers sent to John Holmes Jr. waBrhgst Strick-
land, apparently on behalf of one of the lodged: d5pecial meeting of members last Satur-
day, after | had explained the working of the negt, A was agreed to dissolve”. This shows

> Undated printed letter by Ellis Allen, Secretafydllswater Lodge of Mechanics”, apparently to i mem-
bers.
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that there was also something in the new Friendigiedies Act of 1948 which scared them.
As Brother Ellis Allen, secretary, explained ittke members of the Ullswater lodge:

If you decide for the Lodge to continue, then westrat once engage a Registered Ac-
countant-Valuer to draw up a complete new set ok 8ienefits and Levies, with no
Members’ Funeral, or Widows, or Juvenile Benefitsgd have them registered by the
Ministry and printed in book form. Study the costdvaluer and Printing. [Follows a
calculation of the initial and yearly costs.]

Where are we to get this from? Only by Levy [i.entibutions from the members]; ...
it is over five years since we got a new membed, iiseems hopeless for us to get
new member§®

With declining membership these costs could ndbdrae. Probably this gives a good idea of
the effect this new Act had on the majority of #reendly Societies then still in existence in

the UK, including most of the Mechanics Orders:sthavhich were declining anyway now

shut down at once.

5. The International IUOM under England from 18770t1941

There is little we know about what happened inIth®M in this period. When, in 1896, a
new Friendly Societies Act was passed, the IUOM veagstered under that Att.Vassall
adds that “[i]ts registration number was 849” lag,mentioned above, the Order had this reg-
istration number already at least in 1893.

The year of the oldest document | found so farhef UOM, 1833, is remarkable in an-
other respect as well, since it was in that yeat ih England the Abolition of Slavery Act
was passed. It may well be that the explosive diarftthe IUOM in the middle of the 19
century, described in the previous section, waatedl to this event. After all, oral tradition
within the ITUOM has it that its first members, aftes foundation in 1757, were Irish day-
labourers and free blacks, but that these freekblared themselves out to plantations in The
West, thus exporting the Order to the Caribbean.arbe assumption that the first members
of the IUOM were working class people seems pldesgmough. Also, today the Order is
almost exclusively black (although it certainly dagdmit non-black members), so that the
assumption that free blacks were admitted seemisfovglded tod*® However, this exporting
of the Order to the West cannot have taken platedrid’, or even in the first half of the 19
century, since, as we saw, the expansion of therGrelyond the UK only started in 1877.

It was in that year that the Order establishefiriss lodge abroad, namely in Cape Toffn.
In 1922, Pearson quoted literally what Robinson Wetten about this event (though without
any acknowledgement of its source) and then ad@&dce that time [i.e. between 1877 and
1922, JS.] the activity displayed by the Brethrbroad has resulted in Lodges being founded
in Jamaica, Demerara [= British Guiana = Guyanaipidad, Cuba, [the] United States of
America, [the] Republic of Panama and Canafathich is confirmed by the “List of For-
eign Lodges” in the Half-Yearly Report of 1922In the “Historical Notes” in th€onstitu-
tion and General Lawsf the Order from 1973 that list was extended Bsirbados, Grenada,

%6 Circular of one page, added to a letter of 23/881By Ellis Allen to John Holmes Jr., which letsintes:
“This is how we circulized all our members, (57tlkém) and 57 replied dissolution. ... How's tf@t going on
to get a decision”.

*"Vassall 1952, 14.

“8 However, there exists a photo of the “Happy Horoede” of the FIUOM (see fig. 9, section 4 abovenir
1927 which shows white members only.

*9 Robinson 1880, 7.

0 pearson 1922, 5.

L Hills et al. (eds) 1922, 12-16.
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Dutch Guiana [= Suriname], Dutch West Indies, Sglartionduras, British Honduras and
Guatemala®™ Only in a few cases | am aware of the precise iyeahich the Order started in
a particular country.
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Fig. 11: Half-Yearly Report of 1922.

According to Skevelair, it was “in the year 1880,[that] Mechanism extended itself to the
West Indies, and the first British Colony [wheravias] to be established was Barbados, with
brother James E. Fields as the first elected Dis@rand Master of the West Indies. In the
year 1895, ... he opened branches in Grenada,d&drand Jamaic&® However, according
to Smiet, the first lodges in the West Indies westablished in “St. George, Grenada (1882),
Barbados, Trinidad [and] Jamaica (189%)".

In 1892° or 1894° “[tf]he English Order of Mechanics” was introduciedo the Colony
Demerara, i.e. British Guiana, when the first Metbs lodge, “Rose of the Summer No. 17,
was established there.

On January 3, 1910, the Order was establishederUt.A. under a warrant granted to
Emanuel Davis, Edward Taylor and R. Rodger Melbo&tar of the North Lodge No. 1 was
formed. On May 7, 1910, Ben Hur Grand Lodge, Distho. 3 of the Foreign Section, was

2 Anon. (ed.) 1973, 5; the same list is found in1889 edition: Anon. (ed.) 1989, 3.

%3 Skevelair 1978, 7.

> Smiet 1983, 14. The year 1882 for the first lody&t. George (Grenada) is confirmed in Lieuw A 11983,
17.

% Cruickshank 2003, no page number.

%% Leubin (ed.) 1943, 1.
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instituted, and on September 18, 1910, the Ordey weorporated under the Laws of the
State of New York’

In Suriname, a lodge “Perseverance” existed inlaise quarter of the f9and the first
years of the 20 century®® March 17", 1922 a new lodge “Volharding No. 6" was founded,
which still exists’’

The first lodge in the Netherlands West Indies foasmded in 1929°

However, at the same time that lodges and Dis@reind Lodges were formed abroad, the
Order started to decline in England. To begin witiere were several significant groups
breaking away. Already before 1887 the Independénited Order ofScottishMechanics
must have been created, since in that year Talleotions this Orde}’ In 1892, the “Inde-
pendent Order of Mechanics, Newcastle Unity” wasned®*

Furthermore, “discontentment arose in Lodges inwest Indies concerning maladminis-
tration in England®® The point was that the foreign corresponding sacyeof the Order,
Brother D.M. Pearson, issued “dispensations” (e#@ers of constitution) for new lodges in
the West Indies, while there existed a proper RisGrand Lodge of the West Indies, which
had the power to do $6.The “Preston District took up the case of the Wesies Lodges in
Grand Council in 1903 and caused the Council tookenbrother Pearson from the post of
foreign corresponding secretary of the Ordar”.

During the latter part of 1903, brother Pearson Wwhldl Dispensations in his posses-
sion in spite of the fact that he had been depassded one of them to a new lodge in
Panama, to wit, Loyal Nelson. This matter was agepresented by the Preston Dis-
trict on behalf of the West Indies Lodges [espégiBrother [Thomas H.] St. Hill of
Trinidad® and forcibly put forward at Grand Council by brettHollinghurst, the
Preston District Grand Master. The Grand CounciEngland, however, took no ac-
tion to withdraw the dispensation which was illégaédsued and the Preston District in
disgust petitioned the Grand Council to withdraanirthe United Grand Lodge [sic!
Intended is: the IUOM. JS] and established a nean@GiLodge to be known as the In-
dependent Order of Mechanics Friendly Society, tBresnity ’

The lodges in the West Indies decided to join t@e/ body, and so, “in November 1906 the
Independent Order of Mechanics, Preston Unity, Wedtes, Central, South and North
America was established® and registered in Preston, England with John Highiurst as its
first Grand Master. In 1921 a District Grand Lodgfethe Preston Unity was formed in the
USA under James Lynch as Grand Ma&teks a result of a new National Insurance scheme,
introduced in the UK in 1936 by the then Prime Miar, Lloyd George, the Preston Unity

> Anon. (ed.) 1973, 5; Anon. (ed.) 1989, 3; Sampe0s, [1].
%8 Slavery was abolished in Suriname in 1863.

*¥Baarn & Julen et al. (eds) 1987, 9.

0 Uden 1999, [1].

®1 Talbot 1887, 7 & 11; contra Smiet 1992, who clativat the IUOSM was founded only in 1897 (20).
®2NA, FS 5/101 & 102.

®3 James 1976, 10.

® Smiet 1983, 14/15.

% James 1976, 10.

% Skevelair 1978, 7.

67 James 1976, 11/12, see also Smiet 1983, 15.

% |bidem See also Uden 1999, [1] and NA, FS 10/33.

%9 James 1976, 10.
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was forced to close down thefeand transferred its power to act as a Grand Lddgée
District Grand Lodge of Trinidad, which, howevenarisferred it again to the District Grand
Lodge of the USA Today this is the Independent Order of Mecharfzeston Unity Inc.
(USA). In 1960 the Trinidad District Grand Lodgeveeed its connection from the Preston
Unity Grand Lodge in the USA and established its1@vand Lodge, the Independent Order
of Mechanics, Preston Unity (Trinidaf)In 1967 a lodge of the Preston Unity (USA) was
established in England again, this time in Londband in 1974 a District Grand Lodge was
established theré.In 1977 a first lodge, and later a District Grarmtige of the Preston Unity
(USA) was founded in Suriname. Also in the 1970s Breston Unity (USA) established a
District Grand Lodge in The Netherlan®s.

In 1911 the National Insurance Act “virtually enttie history of the independent Friendly
Society movement, for it introduced public sociacwity, and though it associated the
Friendly Societies with the new scheme of healduiance, their functions obviously now
changed very greatly”® The resulting fall in membership, experienced bigrlly Societies
generally, did not pass by the IUOM, although #oaled to attempts to merge some or even
all of the Mechanics Orders (see also section b@va), in which context the “Independent
Order of Mechanics, Newcastle Unity” merged in 1@igain with the IUOM. Also, the
Great War of 1914-1918, which caused so many Britesualties, will have influenced the
membership numbers of the [UOM.

A “General Report on the Valuation of the Lodgeshi@ Order as at 31st December, 1922”
was produced by two “Fellows of the Institute oftdaries; Public Valuers under the Friendly
Societies Act” on 11 December 195This reported a.o. that “[tlhe number of Lodges fo
which data have been supplied was 24, these beuded into 5 Districts [Newcastle-on-
Tyne, 9 lodges, 235 members; Border Union, 5 lod$y28 members; Kendall, 5 lodges, 186
members; Upholland, 3 lodges, 24 members; Liverpddbdges, 41 members], and the total
membership of the Order, excluding widows, was 606"

The next report is from fBAugust, 1933. The numbers have again dramaticaitjined.
Now, there are only 4 Districts left: Kendal withrée lodges, Liverpool and Border Union
with two each, and Newcastle with one, i.e. a tofaB lodges. The report concludes: “The
memberships of the Lodges are very small, and shalgcline. Increased efforts should be
made to obtain a satisfactory influx of new Membeétaving regard to the small total mem-
bership of the Order it is again suggested thawheae of the Lodges should be amalgamated
to form a single unit”.

As mentioned before, a new National Insurance seheas introduced in the UK in 1936
by the then Prime Minister, Lloyd George. It killatmost all still surviving Friendly Socie-
ties. A third and last report about the already\much weakened IUOM dates from thé"20
October, 1938. Now there seem to be only threeribistleft: Kendal, Border Union and
Newcastle. There are 9 lodges, only six of whioh ‘aalued”, the other three “with very
small membership were granted exemption”. “Thel toiambership of the six Lodges valued

" This timing may or may not be correct. The “Unitbtherhood Lodge” No. 3, founded 1910, existetil un
1917, while the lodges “Good Intent” No. 1, “NoaAs” No. 2 and “Juvenile” No. 4 ceased to exist per
1/1/1913 (NA, FS 10/33). It is unclear if any othmuiges of the Preston Unity existed in Englanthat time.

' Skevelair 1978, 7/8. See also Smiet 1983, 15/16.

2 James 1976, 10; Uden 1999, [1].

’® Smiet 1983, 13.

™ Smiet 1992, 20.

> Ibidem

® Hobsbawm 1957, 96.

""NA, FS 5/101.

8 This and the following reports in NA, FS 10/103.
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fell during the five years 1933 to 1937 inclusieeltl8. The membership of the Lodges range
from 28 to 9 ... | strongly recommend you to cossigherging the lodges into one body...”.

According to Sampson, “[t]he late Joseph M. Rickardwas the last Grand Master of the
Grand Council of England. He presided at the fgedsion of Grand Council of England, on
December 31, 1939. ... [The] Executive Council edas exist from December 31, 1938. The
proximate cause was jealousy and distrust. Lodgee withholding levies due to the Execu-
tive Council against new death clainf€"Whether or not this is true, | cannot verify ag th
moment. Fact is, that the yearly returns of theeDtd the administrative body of the Friendly
Societies continued until 1947. It was only Decen8re, 1947 that the Order was abolished
in England®

From 1937 onwards, the team which, according to/daely returns, officially represented
the Order remained constant. It was composed qfh8te Pattison, Thomas H. Watson, and
Thomas Wilson, Trustees; Joseph M. Richardson,slireg; Edward Paterson, Secretary;
Thomas H. Watson (again)® Auditor; and J. Simpson"2Auditor8* All of them lived in or
near Low Fell, Gateshead, near Newcastle. It wsstéam which still performed a last sig-
nificant act in 1940/41.

At the end of 1940 the English Grand Masters regdifihe other G.M.’s that because
of war conditions it was not possible to retain tfleadquarters of the Order in Britain,
and suggested its removal to New York. The N.Y.ndrMasters consulted with all
the other G.M.’s, and there was not a single olgecto this change. The Grand
Council thereupon issued a dispensation authorittiegransfer of the Order’s head-
guarters to New York. This dispensation was datept.SL, 1941, and was signed by
Joseph M. Richardson, G.M. of the Order and G.MNetivcastle District; Stephen
Pattison, G.M. of Border Union District; Thomas ¥éah, G.M. of Kendal District;
William Whitwell, P.G.M. of Kendal District; Thoma#/atson, Auditor of the G.C.;
and Edward Paterson, Sec'y of G.C.; -- that isatyy 8y all of the Grand Councillors
resident in England. As required by the Friendlgi8ies’ Act, (Sec. 14 - 1), the Brit-
ish Government was notified of the change of jucison, and in October, 1941, the
British Consul in New York inaugurated and estdi@is the first Grand Council of the
Western Hemisphere, located in New Y8&fk.

This representation of the events by Vassall iglmmost perfect conformity with my findings
in the National Archive in Kew. Only one name | fauthere—J. Simpson—is lacking in
Vassall's letter, while | did not find William Whitell mentioned in the archives | inspected.
Also the three districts he mentioned—NewcastlerdBoUnion, and Kendal—are the same
ones still named in the report from 1938. Vassaithermore gives support to his story by
claiming that “[a] letter from Mrs. Maude Watson @hteshead, England, to the N.Y. Grand
Council, dated April 24, 1950, acknowledges thevabfacts. Mrs. Watson is the daughter of
the late Joseph M. Richardson and wife of Thomass@via both mentioned abovabidemn).
Nevertheless, there are two aspects to this stbrghaseem questionable at least: thetive
for moving the seat of the Order, and yl@arin which the event took place.

From the decline of the Order in England, descridieave, it is clear that the English part
of the Order was dying out at the period concerfiduht in itself seems a logicalotiveto
move the seat of the Order elsewhere. The war ttondimay thus well have been an excuse,

9 Sampson 2003, [1].

8 Documents in NA, FS 10/103.

8L For the names, functions and addresses of thed@#iters as published in the Semi-Annual Repbt385,
see King 1997, 5/6.

82 vassall 1952, 15. See also Anon. (ed.) 1973, &irAled.) 1989, 3; Baarn & Julen 1987, 7.
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rather than the real reason for it. Indeed, “Thstétical Committee, New York” writes: “In
1940, the Governors [of the Grand Council in End]grersuaded by socio-economic condi-
tions and the effects of war, agreed to transfer theimdtrative power and the seat of Gov-
ernment to the U.S.A¥ The uncertainty about theear in which the moving of the seat of
the Order took place arises from the fact thahangame collection of texts by Vassall from
which the above description of these events waantatkhe next text by him, first published in
1957, claims it to have occurred one year earlier:

On October 28, 1956, six brothers of our Order veemgtenced to three years of hard
labor for the sixth consecutive time without anmei off for good behavior. Their
names are: Nathaniel A. Haughton, Walter C. Rolmng&tiayton C. Stanford, James
E. Lashley, Charles King, and William F. Vassallitlsuch a record, it is fitting that
we consider what these brothers and their assediatee done.

The Grand Council of the Independent United Orddviechanics in the Western
Hemisphere was instituted Oct. 16, 1940, underaihgpieces of the British vice-
consul in New York and a distinguished group oftais; but for some months before
that date the brothers had been busily workinghenviarious inaugural, procedural
and constitutional phases of the transfer, as aglih consulting with, and obtaining
the views of, Mechanics throughout the hemisphardispensation from the Grand
Council in England was obtained, and under thihaity the first officers of the
Council were installed on Jan. 26, 1941, by theRRtv. Francis H. Lashley, assisted
by Rev. E. A. Gayle and Rev. A. D. Cranston. Thiecefs installed in 1941 were, in
addition to the six named above, Bros. Joseph &dd3, Oscar W. de Florimonte,
George. E. Barzey, and Winston Gibbons. The Alplsdriot Grand Lodge, Ben Hur
Grand Lodge and Composite District Grand Lodge A& C of the Order, each con-
tributed six dollars for stationery and postagel #re Grand Council was on its oh.

So, whereas the two versions of the story are ieeagent about what happened, the first one
dates the fact that “the British Consul in New Yorlaugurated and established the first
Grand Council of the Western Hemisphere, locatetlémv York” in “October,19471, the
second version claims that this took place “Oct. 18!Q under the auspieces of the British
vice-consul in New York and a distinguished gro@ipisitors” (my italics). Apart from these
differences, at least one author, Sampson, sugtegtthere was no transfer from England to
the USA at all. After having mentioned that theafisession of the Grand Council of England
took place on December 31, 1939, he immediatelyirmoes:

At the end of the year of 1940, the three Dist@cand Lodges, Alpha, Ben Hur and
Composite in New York, U.S.A had a common agreentennstitute a new Grand
Council in the State of New York. ... D.G.M. Bladesinded the Independent United
Order of Mechanics, Friendly Society, Western H@iése, Incorporate?y.

The agreement between Vassall’'s claims and thendewts | found in the National Archives
in Kew, UK, suggests that Vassall's version is his trespect more likely than Sampson’s.
Regrettably, however, the Executive Committee ef @rand Council in New York has not
given me access to its archives, so | could noffywerhich of these three versions of this
story is correct. Indeed, why did Vassall needetierrto the letter by Mrs. Maude Watson at
all, if the “Dispensation” from the English Ordeachbeen in the possession of “New York™?

8 Anon 1991, [1]. My italics.
8 vassall 1957, 9 [= 1964, 16].
8 Sampson 2003, [1].
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And did this letter really exist? If Sampson ishtigthen both documents were invented by
Vassall. Such “origin myths” are quite common igamisations like these. Therefore, as long
as these documents have not been produced, wetdansare whether this story is history or
mythology.

All the more relevant, therefore, are three letterthe archives of Lodge “Volharding No.
6” in Suriname, which may well be representativehaf correspondence which took place at
that time between the New York based Grand Lodgédstlze lodges in the rest of the world.
The first is from the Ben Hur Grand Lodge, New Y,otla theabove mentioned lodge in
Paramaribo, Suriname. Very likelyst about every IUOM lodge in existence in the or
was sent a copy of this text, and therefore | régaof sufficient relevance to quoteiit ex-
tenso It is dated Septembe? 11940 and reads thus:

Dear Brethren:

On behalf of the Officers and Members of the ab@vand Lodge, please per-
mit me to extend to you our sincerest fraternaétings.

We have taken this opportunity of communicatinghwybu in regard to the
chaotic condition in which the present Europearflmrhas catapulted us. As you are
by now aware of the decision of Grand Council irgland to break the fraternal cable
which moored our ships to its wharf. We are quit@ @ of the circumstances which
motivated this action, but be that as it may, we laft without contact, one with the
other, since the only links, the Financial Words ttee year and the half-yearly Re-
ports, are now severed|.] This decision, thoughettgble under the circumstances, is
a God-sent opportunity, in that it will demonstredeus whether we have properly ab-
sorbed our Mechanic teachings. We must not petrit €scape us. We must put our
shoulders to the wheel, and exert every effortaepkbrightly burning the blessed light
of Mechanism. We can only do this by binding oursslinto one indissoluble whole,
and this too can only be done by sacrificing indinlities for a tangible whole.
Mechanism primarily teaches sacrifice coupled wiibperative efforts.

Therefore, in view of, the above facts, which ai@isputable, we exhort you to
give this matter your most serious consideratiomarals an affiliation with us. This
action will not only serve to keep the Order intacthis hemisphere, but will also
serve to make us know each other better. We ate gure, that whatever difficulties
may present themselves, that we, as men and trebavies, can find a solution to
such a problem. We must have a Financial Passwbrdhws known to all, so that
should our members have to depart from their hooneséme other land, they could
immediately find a haven. Such requirements as $odikpensations, certificates, etc.
can very easily be arranged. Hoping most sincdfrely you will take this matter up
very seriously with your members, and give us  early reply:

We are
Fraternally yours,
Ben Hur Grand Lodge & Grand Jurisdiction, Inc.
[Signed] Oscar W. deFlorimonte, Grand Secretary
[Signed] Bro. M.A. Haughton, Gr. Master

Brother J. Ch. Uden, the Secretary of lodge “Vdiivag No. 6", replied on April 30, 1941 to
the “Grand Council of the Western Hemisphere of lthd. O. M.” (which implies that (1)
that body must have been created by then, anché&)}iden must by now have received in-
formation about that, since no such body is namete above letter):
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Dear Brethren:

Your letter of 23 November 1940 in connection with a possible affitin of
Lodge Volharding R6 with “Ben Hur” Grand Lodge, was received Mar@) 2941
therefore we are sorry we were unable to replyreefo

We thank you for the interest you took in passindghe information you did.

Your letter has aroused a desire in us towards affitation, England having,
through war conditions, as appeared in Re halflydgeports, given us the freedom
so to do if we desire; however][,] before takingedirdte step we should like to under-
stand fully, the terms and conditions. [etc.]

This letter shows, that on April $01941, this lodge knew that “England [had], throwgar
conditions, as appeared in Re half-yearly Repgit®n us the freedom” to affiliate with the
New York Grand Lodges. This supports Vassall'sralaihat the transfer of Grand Council
from England to New York took place in co-operatlmetween the two, and was not a one-
sided act by “New York”, as Sampson suggests. Tird tetter, also from J. Ch. Uden as
Secretary of lodge “Volharding No. 6” to “The Gra@duncil of the Western Hemisphere” in
New York, names more precisely which half-yearlyp®# was concerned. This letter was
written November 20, 1941

Dear Brethren:

In connection with the Report of 1940 from Englaadd the favoured letter
from “BEN HUR” Grand Lodge dated 1st September 18%@vhich the desire was
expressed that we affiliate, and also the letter Raport of the GRAND COUNCIL
of the WESTERN HEMISPHERE, | am happy to inform ybat at a special General
Meeting convened on the . 3lovember, instant, it was unanimously decidedfit-a
ate with the “GRAND COUNCIL of the WESTERN HEMISPRE”, [etc.]

So, this letter shows on the one hand that theyealfly report, mentioned in the previous
letter already, was of 1940, and on the other tti@tiodge had indeed also received a “letter
and Report of the GRAND COUNCIL of the WESTERN HEB®PHERE".

If we compare these facts with Vassall's two varsi@and Sampson’s version of the story,
then the most significant fact revealed by thesferg s, that on Septembet, 1.940, the let-
ter received from New York was still sent by “BemiHGrand Lodge, New York, but that
when Uden replied on April 80 1941, he had also received a letter from the fiG@ouncil

of the Western Hemisphere”, which, thus, had beemded between these two dates. The
surprising thing, however, is, that this is notontradiction with any of the three versions of
the story, because itsundingis not the same as itsauguration/ institution Let me for the
sake of clarity summarise the events from all thessions:

End 1940: “the English Grand Masters notified ttleeo GMS that because of war conditions
it was not possible to retain the headquarterh@fQrder in Britain, and suggested
its removal to New York.” (Vassall-1)

: the English Grand Masters also published thithair half-yearly Report of 1940.
(Uden)

: “The N.Y. Grand Masters consulted with all theest GMS and there was not a sin-
gle objection to this change.” (Vassall-1; lettemh “Ben Hur”)

Between 1/9/1940 and 30/4/1941: The Grand Courwilthe Western Hemisphere was

founded(letters of these days to and from Uden; Sampson)
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(*) 16/10/1940: “The Grand Council of the Independ®&nited Order of Mechanics in the
Western Hemisphere wasstitutedOct. 16, 1940, under the auspieces of the British
vice-consul in New York...” (Vassall-2)

26/1/1941: “A dispensation from the Grand CoungiEingland was obtained, and under this
authority the first officers of the Council werestalled on Jan. 26, 1941 ...” (Vassall-
2)

1/9/1941: “The Grand Council thereupon issued patisation authorizing the transfer of the
Order’s headquarters to New York. This dispensatias dated Sept. 1, 1941 ...”
(Vassall-1)

(*) October, 1941: “the British Consul in New YorRauguratedand established the first
Grand Council of the Western Hemisphere, locatddaw York.” (Vassall-1)

The main problem which remains is the fact thattthe events marked (*) are in fact clearly
the same. It was argued above, that Vassall's\estion seems more likely trustworthy than
his second version. The above summary confirms tors if “Ben Hur” Grand Lodge sent
out letters to the lodges on Septemb&r1940, then—especially during war time, when (as
the first letter by Uden shows) communication wewlide was slow—it would hardly have
given the lodges time to respond, had they not toupded but indeednstitutedthe Grand
Council for the Western Hemisphere only six weelterl The conclusion that Vassall's first
version is the more reliable one is confirmed dgothe ‘Historic Committee, New York’
which wrote in 1991: “The historic presentationtioé Dispensation was made on the second
Sunday in September 1941, by the British ConsuN@&w York, Sir James Wilshire. The
ceremony was conducted by Bishop Manning and wsete®y many members of the Order
and public officials™®

6. The International IUOM under the USA from 194Dbtthe present

We saw above that, according to the second vexdidrassall’'s story, “the first officers of
the Council were installed on Jan. 26, 1941, byRheRev. Francis H. Lashley, assisted by
Rev. E. A. Gayle and Rev. A. D. Cranston. The efficinstalled in 1941 were, in addition to
the six named above, Bros. Joseph F. Blades, Q¥cate Florimonte, George. E. Barzey,
and Winston Gibbons”. Sampson, again, gives ardifteversion:

A new Pioneer emerged[.] Bro. Joseph Francis Bl&I&sM. a native of Barbados,
was the first District Grand Master of Compositestilict Grand Lodge No. 2. He was
inaugurated [as such] on Sunday January 15, 1939Taby Avenue, Brooklyn, New
York. D.G.M. Blades founded the Independent Uni@ader of Mechanics, Friendly
Society, Western Hemisphere, Incorporated.

Hon. Joseph Blades was th[e] first Rt. Worshipfubi@& Master of the Western
Hemisphere Inc. He was inaugurated [in that fumjtan February 22, 1942 in New
York City, New York®’

That Blades was indeed the first Grand Master efrtbw Grand Council is implicitly con-
firmed by Vassall when he writes that “[e]ight dafter his re-election [at the Convention of
1944] as Grand Master, Bro. Blades died suddenlg beart attack®® What matters here,

8 Anon. 1991, [1]. The difference between this vangi‘the second Sunday in September 1941”) andallass
(“in October, 1941") seems of little importance.

8 Sampson 2003, [1].

8 vassall 1957, 9 [= 1964, 16]. According to “Thestdrical Committee, New York™: “Grand Master Blades
died of a heart attack within six month of takinjae” (Anon. 1991, [1]), so that Haughton’s reigtarted al-
ready in 1942. But this not only contradicts Vakdalt also Sampson: “[Blades] presided at the fiirsennial
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however, is the difference between the two accoomteerning the date of the first installa-
tion. This time Vassall's second version of therstoot only has it one year earlier than
Sampson’s (1941 vs. 1942), but also the dates withese years are reported differently
(26/1/1941 vs. 22/2/1942). Since Sampson’s verfitsnwell to Vassall's first version (of
1952), these two versions corroborate each othér nespect to the time that they claim the
events took place, while both suggest that Vassa#itond version (probably of 1956) cannot
be correct in this respect. | assume that Vaseatiirstructed in 1956 the year 1941 by sub-
tracting three years from the year of the firgrnial Convention, which took place in 1944.
The solution to this dilemma is provided by Sampsamformation that this Convention took
place “in New York, on Sunday, October 29, 19%4From 22/2/1942 to 29/10/1944 is in-
deed almost, though not yet quite, three years.

According to Vassall, in 1941, “only nine BrancHesLodges and Chapters] paid any
capitation tax ... for 730 members”. In 1942 thenber of Branches that had joined the new
Grand Council rose to 34, which together had 132bnbers. By 1956, 202 Branches had
joined the Grand Council in New YorR.

“The Friendly Societies’ Act not being operativetire United States, the same objective
was attained under American Law by having the Omgsrporated at Albany, N.Y., on May
4, 1942"%* Since that date, the official name of the OrdetTse Grand Council of the Inde-
pendent United Order of Mechanics of the Westermidghere, Incorporated®. Sampson
enumerates the Right/Most Worshipful Grand Mastéthis Grand Council as follows:

. 1942-1944 Joseph Francis Blades RWGM

. 1944-1962 Nathaniel A. Haughton RWGM

. 1962-1974 Clement Lancelot Glasgow MWGM
. 1974-1986 Ralph Weeks MWGM

. 1986-2001 Winston Anthony Jones MWGM

. 2001-present Horace Mills MWGM

OO WNPE

Fig. 12: Headquarters of the IUOM, Fig. 13: Horace Mills, present Grand Master
65 Putnam Avenue, Brooklyn, New York. of the IUOM.

Convention in New York, on Sunday, October 29, 1944 was unanimously re-elected to serve a three ye
term. However, on November 5, 1944 he died of alendheart attack” (Sampson 2003, [1]).

89 Sampson 2003, [1].

9 vassall 1957, 10 [= 1964, 17].

L vassall 1952, 15. See also Anon. (ed.) 1973, Anbn. (ed.) 1989, 3.

%2 Baarn & Julen 1987, 7.
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Also in this period, many new Districts were formadile some old ones split off from the
Order. The ones of which | found explicit evideaee the following.

In the first place, two Districts were formed aganEngland: Londinium District and
Aurora District. Fraser writes:

... for some inexplicable reason the Order becaefendt in England even though it
was growing in strength in other countries, inchgdthe West Indies. It was not sur-
prising, therefore, that (with the influx of Westdian immigrants in the early 1950s,
many of whom were members of the Order of Mechanicd957, exactly 200 years
after its formation, it was resuscitated in LondpnWest Indians, who are now en-
deavouring to restore it to its normal pristinepige >

According to Sampson, however, the Londinium Dastfsrand Lodge was inaugurated in
London by the MWGM Glasgow on Decembdt 3963%* So, what happened in 1957 may
well have been the inauguration of the first [lUOMde (rather than District Grand Lodge) in
London.

Less then ten years later, on Mardh 9966, the United Grand Lodge of Antient, Free and
Accepted Masons of England interdicted simultanenambership of both that Order and the
IUOM. It is interesting to see, that the membershef Board discussing the matter apparently
had no idea about the English background of thehslieics. According to the report con-
cerned, the IUOM *“appears to have originated ppalty in the West Indies”, but “[i]t now
appears that this Order has settled in Englandwigdl@ and more permanent basis than here-
tofore”.?® This ignorance may well be the result of the faet the pre-1947 IUOM in Eng-
land always remained restricted to the north ofdbentry, and never established itself in
London, while Grand Lodge Freemasonry, on the eoptis very much London based. The
new IUOM District, however, being located in Longdevas noticed at once.

In 1963 the Brooklyn District Grand Lodge was inatajed in the USA®

In 1966, Suriname District Grand Lodge No. 1 wasned with R.J. Clumper as its first
District Grand Master. In 1990, Suriname Districa@d Lodge No. 2 followed.

Under Grand Master Weeks (1974-1986) many new iDisBrand Lodges were estab-
lished: Holland (The Netherlands), Nassau, Aurdanpecticut, New England), Ontario,
Quebec, and Jamaica District Grand Lodge No. [3 &%

When in 1975 Suriname became an independent atatesam of migrants had already for
several years been finding its way to The Nethedamo doubt partly for economical rea-
sons, but also because many Surinam people hadnifiolence in an independent Suriname.
Many of these immigrants were members of the I[UOMey formed a first lodge in the
Netherlands in 1973, and a District Grand Lodg&982. This turned The Netherlands into
the only European country besides the UK wherdWi@M is active. lIts first District Grand
Master was Harry L. Puttt. Today this District is composed of five LodgesyrfdcChapters

% Fraser 1973, 11.

% Sampson 2003, [2].

% Quarterly Communication ... Wednesday, the 9thafawlarch, 1966100/101.
% Anon. 1991, [1].

9 Baarn & Julen 1987, 18; Uden 1999, [2].

% Anon. 1991, [2], Sampson 2003, [2],

% Seymor 1997, 5-7.
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(for women), three Grand Christian Encampments tava Conclaves. It has almost 400
members°

In 1985, the first lodge was founded in French Gayavith support from Suriname.

According to Sampson, Winston Jones, the MWGM fii#86 to 2001, uplifted “the em-
bargo for the Independent Order of Preston unitcidaics, U.S.A. Inc. after 36 years of
separation™®* but it remains unclear what he meant by this ahémit would have taken
place. As far as | know, negotiations between th®&M and the IOM Preston Unity (USA)
are even to day still going on at an informal lewaly. There are today no formal inter-
visiting relations between the IUOM and any otheeddlanics Order, the “only exemption
being members of the Scottish Mechanic Rite/Orsiet][. %

In 2000, the District Grand Lodge of Guyana, whiield worked 108 years under the Eng-
lish and USA Grand Councils, split-off and created 1.U.O.M. F.S. Southern Hemisphere
Inc. with its own Grand Council, of which Donald &ruickshank was elected the first Most
Worshipful Grand Master. On 1/6/2002, the formery&ha District Grand Lodge No. 1 was
replaced by three new District Grand Lodges: Elddor, Kaiteur and Roraima, while in 2003
Keystone District Grand Lodge No. 4 was foundeBriooklyn, New York, USA.?

19 Annual Report of this District for 2006. Accordig Smiet, the Preston Unity (USA) formed in thensa
period a District Grand Lodge in the Netherlandsva#l (Smiet 1992, 20). And the Preston Unity (Tatad)
seems to be in The Netherlands as well.

191 sampson 2003, [2].

192 Circular letter of the Grand Secretary, Mauric&g, of 22/12/2003, ref. no. 21-234-03.

103 sampson 2003, [3].
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Chapter II: The IUOM as a Friendly Society

Although the IUOM was registered as a Friendly 8tyconly on the 14 of May 1878, there
can be no doubt that it was one, right from thet sthits existence. Friendly Societies in the
strict sense are today distinguished from FrateBuwalieties “the latter being societies from
which the element of mutual saving is absent, bist distinction would not necessarily have
been clear to the members of such societies is¢kienteenth and eighteenth centuries, and
all these societies have many aspects in comrtfdmlembers of Friendly Societies in the
strict sense “paid a subscription into a commordftrom which they were entitled to claim
for sickness, burial costs and so df"According to Dennis, such mutual benefit societies
“probably as old as urban civilisation” and at ldasown from classical Greece and Rome.

In the Middle Ages in Europe these needs were eatfr by the guilds, which typi-
cally had a charitable fund for infirm members andmbers’ dependants. Medieval
guilds are often thought of as bodies set up toledg craft trades, and indeed many
guilds were craft-based, but many were lay religibaternities, taking members from
a variety of occupations. Whether craft-based dr the medieval guild or fraternity
was a highly social body. As the name ‘fraternityiplies, it felt itself to be a sym-
bolic family; fellow members were often called ‘buners’ or ‘sisters’ (it was quite
normal for guilds to have women members) and cae taken to foster a feeling of
relationship. Guilds held collective religious ohsces, feasts and public proces-
sions, and members had a duty not merely to paydhes but to attend such events,
and fellow members’ funeraldb{dem)

The guilds received their death-blow by the Chastéct of 1547 of Edward \° but al-
ready in 1555 the ‘Incorporation of Carters in héivas founded, and “it would appear that
from this society the idea of benevolent organisetioriginated’’” When Daniel Defoe pub-
lished in 1697 hi€ssay Upon Projectdhere were already “quite a number of friendly or
ganisations formed in Londori®® so that he cannot be regarded as having inveheed, thut
on the contrary was probably inspired by them. Befo

suggested the creation of a nationwide friendlyetgchat all working people would

be obliged to join in order to provide for themssvin times of sickness or unem-
ployment and thus take the strain off the parigha@uties, which were responsible for
Poor Relief. (In effect Defoe had invented the @&pticof National Insurance more
than two centuries before it was adopted by Lloyebi@e’s government [in 1936,
JS].) Nothing came of Defoe’s idea, but a numbeeafnomic and political thinkers
noted the phenomenon and discussed ways in whithatenefit societies might be
encouraged in order to induce the working classgwdctise self-help. This impulse
led eventually to the Rose Act of 1793, which gkagal recognition to friendly socie-

ties19°

The Rose Act defined a ‘friendly’ as “a societygwfod fellowship for the purpose of raising
from time to time, by voluntary contributions, @ak or fund for the mutual relief and main-

1% Dennis 2005, 4.

1% |bidem See on Friendly Societies also Maltby 1931 andsbawm 1957.

1% Duffy 1992, esp. Ch. 13 “The Attack on TraditiofR&ligion Ill: The Reign of Edward VI” 448-477.
197 Maltby 1931, 33.

198 Maltby 1931, 34.

199 Dennis 2005, 4.
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tenance of all and every the members thereof, dnagke, sickness, and infirmity, or for the
relief of widows and children of deceased membeBy’this Act “aid was given to new or-
ganisations in the form of safeguards as to manageand supervision; but in 1795 the Act
was extended to societies which had previouslyteais® It is only from this time onwards
that mutual benefit societies could register offligi as ‘Friendly Societies’.

There are many Rules the General Rules, of the Independent United Ooflélechan-
ics Grand Lodge, Blackburof 1833 which show that the IUOM was such a Frigi@bciety
in the strict sens&? even though it would still take 45 years yet beftrey would register
themselves as such, for example:

2. That a box shall be provided with three outdadks, and two inside ones, all of
different sorts; which box shall be kept at thedowhere the lodge is held, under
such security for its safety, as a majority of lilndge may think proper; the I. G.,
the D. M., and No. 1, council-man, each to hold ohéhe outside keys; and the
P. S., and P. T., each to hold one of the insigs;ke. The box shall contain the
regalia, books, papers, and securities of the lodggether with the non-
appropriated accumulation of the fund.

5. That no candidate shall be admitted under egghteears of age, nor more than
thirty-five; ...

6. That should any candidate at the time of hisd@nade a member of the order,
knowingly conceal his age, or any kind of disordemfirmity, he may be labour-
ing under, he shall be expelled, if such conceatrbenconsidered an objection,
and forfeit all money he may have paid.

47. That when it pleases God to summon a worththbrdhence, there shall be given
to his widow, or some brother or brothers duly autted by his lodge, a funeral
gift specified in the # constitutional law...

48. That every brother shall, at the decease oivlies receive a gift according to the
7th constitutional law

50. That no brother shall be entitled to the beréfthe order, until he has been initi-
ated the time stated in theéh8constitutional law nor unless he has paid up the
whole of his initiating money; nor any one whohsee months in arrears, or un-
der any fine of three months standing.

51. That should any brother who has neglected yohalodge fee or colour money,
or any fine or other arrears, for three monthd; dedk, or lame, and then come
forward and pay all demands, he shall not be edtitb the benefit of the order
until he has been a paying member three months $tarh time.

These examples suffice to show that “the beneftheforder'—i.e. some payment from the
lodge’s fund, kept in the box—was granted not dahyburials, but also in case of sickness or
permanent injury (“lameness”). In fact, a large m@mof the Rules in this collection are con-
cerned with either the penalties which have todid o the fund in cases of misbehaviour, or
the conditions under which one is or is not erditle “the benefit of the order”. In order to
qualify for future payments members had to be betw®8 and 35 years old and in good
health at the time of joining: children were todeof ill, whereas old people and those who
were ill already could not save enough money angnmorpay for “the benefit of the order”
before they got ill or died.

The last rule quoted, stating that one should meoimore that three months in arrears, or
otherwise one would lose the right to the benefitdhhe Order, was found in the regulations of

10 Maltby 1931, 35.
11 Anon. 1833.
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virtually all Friendly societies and their lodgdistesulted in the phenomenon that the minute
books of the Happy Home lodge of the FIUOM (sediged.4 above) show that the meetings
in March, June, September and December usuallybiée a good attendance: “a fair number
of Members being present it being quarter end”,levht the meetings in the other months
there was often “only a very poor attendance of imasipresent”. This is also reflected in the
only membership card of any Mechanic | have contess; namely that of William Park,
member of the Millom Castle Lodge of the IUOM, fbe years 1885 to 1896 It shows that
William paid only on 9 meetings during these fowass, which means that he often took
quite a risk by being in arrears.
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Fig. 14: Membership card of William Park.

When in 1911 the National Insurance Act passedantidment, most of the Friendly Societies
were abolished. And, as was shown above, also #mwharship of the IUOM in England de-
clined so drastically that it was eventually disgadl in 1947. This confirms the extent to
which the IUOM retained its old social security ¢tion for its members. The shift of empha-
sis from primarily Friendly Society (with its sotisecurity function) to primarily Fraternal
Society (with its ritual activities), which was sessfully made abroad, did apparently not
succeed in England at that time. Yet, it was inl&ng that the basis for this change was laid.
According to Robinson, the Grand Council resolvedune, 1862 “that honorary members be
admitted on payment of entrance money, and appaivlle members, the same as any other
member; and may give any donation they think propetr not be entitled to any benefit from
the Order, neither Sick nor Funeral mon&§” Accordingly, the ‘Rules of the Northumber-
land Star Lodge’ under the District Grand LodgeNefvcastle on Tyne of 1865 mention the

12 cumbria Record Office (Barrow-in-Furness), in BD38L1.
113 Robinson 1880, 33 (Resolution 102).
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possibility that a lodge could have ‘honorary memb¥* Their next ‘Rules’ from 1878
(which are standard rules for all lodges of the MJQvherein only the name of the lodge and
the District Grand Lodge have been added manusplgtify what that are:

48. Any person of good character may be admittedrationorary member of this
lodge on payment of at least ten shillings per amto the management fund thereof,
and he may take part in the proceedings of thedplgld office therein, and shall to
all intents and purposes be a member of this losia@ng and excepting that he shall
not participate in the sick or funeral benefitsypded for members by the rules herein
contained-*®

This rule was maintained in 189%.1t opens the possibility to attract members whe raot
interested primarily in the social security funatiof the Order, but rather in its fraternal and
ritual activities. Today the IUOM seems to me irdiggimarily a Fraternal Society’ al-
though it never gave up completely its Friendly i8tyccharacter and the regulations in use
since the transfer of the Order to New York haveiaty abolished the rule about honorary
members. In fact, the “Laws” VI to XIV of the “Gerad Laws Part llI” currently in us&?
describe much the same as the quoted and relatdds'Rfrom 1833. And, of course, social
security is not everywhere in the world organisqdadly well by the state, so that it has its
function in that respect in some countries.

14 Rules of the Northumberland Star Lod@865, rule 18, page 8 (in NA, FS 10/39).

15 Rules for Lodges of the Independent United Ordéiedhanics, Friendly Societ§878, rule 48, page 69 (in
NA, FS 10/39).

18 Rules for Lodges of the Independent United Ordéiedhanics, Friendly Societ§893, rule 49, page 65 (in
NA, FS 10/39).

174 The IUOM] is a Fraternal Order” (King 1997, 2).

8 Anon. 1989, 37-42.
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Chapter Ill: The IUOM as an Initiation Society

1. Historical development of the system (Rite)
Friendly Societies general would not only practaetual financial support in case of illness
and death, they also had their ceremonial asp&ctarding to Hobsbawm:

besides its financial function the Friendly So@sthad another, which is generally
forgotten: they were important centres of colleetitfe, whose colour and ceremonial
was often at least as valued by the members asrtwgiey. Consider the “Rules and
Orders to be observed and kept by a Society ointiibitants of the parish of Brom-
ham, held at the Greyhound Inn,” published in DesjzL849. It provided not only for
the meetings (at which the stewards were to “semtethe beer that every man shall
have his right”) and for the contributions and fgagbut for the annual feast on Whit
Thursday, and, if music was available, for the peston:
“Every member is to wear the colours on the feagt gurple first and the hat,
next Blue Pink in the middle,—this is to be madein@ Cocka[r]Jde and not
tied loose round the hat,—and if any member is rmbem home ten miles,
and if he do not attend himself he may send adrierpartake of the feast ...”
Such rules were widespread, and in fact the cerahseie of Friendly Societies is
always important™®

The first thing which this may recall is the celaoon of Whit Friday by the Happy Home
lodge, mentioned above (section 1.4). Also, lodgksome Mechanics Orders did celebrate
their anniversary and had an annual processfooyt | did not find this in the IUOM. On the
other hand, this rule quoted by Hobsbawm is nokamule 31 inThe General Rules, of the
Independent United Order of Mechanics Grand Lo@jackburnof 1833:

31. That the tiler shall see that every brotherra/¢lae colours he is entitled to, in the
lodge room; any brother found without his gantsigall for each one he is deficient of,
be fined one penni??

But it seems significant to me that the tone okéheules is generally much more “serious”
than that of the one quoted by Hobsbawm. Certdidye were processions, but the rule men-
tioning them does not state thght of the members to participate therein, but rather:

55. That should there be a procession, either puilifuneral, in any lodge, every
brother thereof shall attend, except sicknesgeoy urgent business prevent him, and
even then, he shall send in a written notice, tmsbause why he cannot attend, or be
fined one shilling in addition to the expence af thay*??

| have so far not found any printed or manuscripiat of any “Mechanics” Order, dating
from before the crisis year 1877. However, theeesaime scraps of evidence in the “Digest
of Resolutions of Grand Council” in Robinson’s 18&ibklet:

19 Hobsbawm 1957, 96.

120 Rules of the Duke of Wellington Lodge No. 88, efltbyal United Free Mechanics, held at Treacle Riow,
Pickup Bank, in the County of Lancast®arwen 1873, rules 8 & 9 (NA, FS 15/331).

2L Anon. 1833, 6.

122 Anon. 1833, 10. Emphasis in the original.
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April, 1845.

1.—That the Lectures in future be printed on adatgpe. (22)

May, 1847.

271.—Exec[utive] Com[mittee] revised Lectures, gadtially revised Rules. (47)

June, 1849.

16.—That an edition of the lectures, as revise®twmy Thompson be printed. (23)

June, 1864.

114.—That ... the charge to be as follows:—Cerer®and Lectures 6d. each; ... (35)

June, 1868.

133.—That the opening and closing ceremony of tHat&daven Mutual Lodge be
continued according to Rule; and that the G[randpdter] write to the
I[llustrative] G[rands}?® from this G[rand] C[ouncil], that, unless they ame
compliance with rule, they will be suspended frdva Order. (36)

June, 1869.

151.—That any district may be allowed to alter @&remonies, as the members may
think proper; subject to the sanction of such atiens by the Executive Com-
mittee, for the time being. (37)

The term “Ceremonies” in plural, used in the ldseé of these six resolutions, does not in-
form us about anything we did not know alreadycsinirtually every Friendly Society has at
least two ceremonies: one for the adoption of nemivers, and one for funerals.

The term “lectures” used in the first four of theseresolutions, is the term used in certain
masonic traditions for the standardised sets oftiues and answers, known in other tradi-
tions as “Catechisms” or “Instructions”. The resmos of 1847 and 1849, therefore, docu-
ment in the first place the fact that—at least ¢hparts of—the rituals of the [JUOM were
sometimes “revised”. A lecture, if long, can be divldled into sections, and sections into
clauses, but as a rule, there is only one lectaralpgree. Therefore, secondly, the consistent
plural: “lectures” indeed suggests that right fridme first resolution of April 1845 onwards,
there was more than one degree in use in the IUON& presumption is supported by two
further resolutions, which, however, are only gngiicant later dates:

June, 1874.

190.—That the officers of a lodge, according toeR@B, had no right to take any
payment from any member for degrees, during sickrn(@4) [Rule 23: That no
brother shall be entitled to any sick relief, whashnot been initiated 12
months, ... nor shall he pay for any degree dutfiegtime he is sick. (50, note
1)]

June, 1875.

215.—That a brother may take up his degrees alheg, if convenient to him, after 12
months’ initiation, and that one month after dosw he is entitled to 9s. per
week sick relief. (42)

Here we quite clearly find the term “degrees” useglural, in such a way, that there can be
no doubt that, by 1874, a multiple degree systers wause in the IUOM. The texts indeed
seem to suggest the existence of more than onealafier the first degree of initiation
(through which one becomes a member), thus, dt tlesese in the total system. We can, how-
ever, be more sure, even at a significantly eadate, becauséhe General Rules, of the In-

123| e. the reigning Masters of the lodges.
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de;ljzglndent United Order of Mechanics Grand LodgaciBiurnof 1833 include such rules
as:

9. That no person shall be initiated in a stattoiication; ... (4)

10. That no person shall be initiated into the gradéno has been a member of any
other secret order, ... (4)

19. That in each lodge there shall be kept an dydek, in which shall be entered the
age, and name of all candidates proposed, the peop@nd seconders’ names;
also the dates of makings and taking up of degred$)

69. ... and the brothers so disposed of, shallivedbe benefit of the degrees they
have merited, ... (12)

72. That no brother shall stand a poll for 1*who has not attained the sixth order,
.. (13)

76. That no brother shall be entitled to a copyheke rules who has not attained the
second order. (13)

From these rules it is quite clear that normal Exlgnitiated’ new members (rules 9 and 10),
that this was, like in the early T&entury in the Premier Grand Lodge of the Freemsso
called ‘making’ (19), that the Rite worked consistéd more than one ‘degree’ (19 and 69) or
‘order’ (72 and 73), and that even in 1833 thieRitas already at least a six-degree system
(72).

A first ritual which | would like to mention here ithat which according to its title was
printed for the Friendly United Order of Mechanit%It has no title page and no indication
whatsoever of an author, place or date, but iteamce—for example the use of a large first
capital for the two prayers, each of these capitaésblack square, illustrated with a flower—
suggests that it was printed in the last quartehefl9" century. This ritual was found in the
archives of the “Free and Independent United Oaldviechanics” (see section .4 above)
and indeed, in its title, the word “Friendly” has pencil been struck out and replaced by
“Free and”. Although that leaves a discrepancy betwthis title and that of the FIUOM in
that the word “Independent” is still missing, thectf that it is part of the archive of the
FIUOM strongly suggests that it was one time usgthht Order. The ritual, which is only 8
pages large, has the following contents:

[Initiation ceremony: — 1-3] (*)
Ceremony of Opening a Lodge. — 1
Prayer — 1
Initiation of a Candidate — 1-2
Qualification, Necessary to become a Member2-3-
Ceremony of Closing a Lodge — 3
Prayer. — 3
L[odge] P[resident]’s Declaration [at his instalbet]. — 4 (*)
Officers’ Declaration [at their installation]. ()
Address After a Funeral Service ... — 4-5
Explanation of Lodge Emblems. — 6
Order of Festival Processions. — 7
Order of Funeral Processions. — 8

124 Anon. 1833.
125| G. = lllustrative Grand = Master of the lodge.
126 5ee appendix A.
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The Candidate is just initiated as a “Member”; naltier degrees are mentioned. Also, the
ritual used is extremely simple, in no way compbratith the rituals practised by the IUOM
today, but much more like that what one might exgeam Friendly Societies generally.
Through the texts marked (*), a vertical line impié has been drawn in the middle of the
pages 1-4, whereas the remaining texts have slioch & their left margin. Also, in the texts
on pp. 2-4, the name of the Order has not beenfraddirhis seems to suggest, that only the
texts on the pages 4-8 were actually used by tb©M.

But the Friendly United Order of Mechanics whictdHhis ritual printed may well have
been just another of the many Orders which spfifroim the [JUOM at some time, though it
existed already in 1874, witness a date stoneam#ll of a cottage on Hala Road, Lancaster,
with a circle around a square and compass aroulettex S (= “Supreme” for “Supreme
Grand™®?’ = God), below which figure is the text “F.U.O.M874.”. Robinson mentions that
in 1858 “a dispute arose in the Lancaster distvigtich resulted in a secession of about 500
members” from the IUOM? Quite possibly, they formed themselves into theRU If that
was the case, than it is remarkable that theymetto this extremely simple one degree sys-
tem, after leaving the IUOM which, as we just saag a multiple degree system already in
1833. But maybe they did not. The correspondentedan “Arthur Heath Sykes, Solicitor”
and the “Working Man’s Friend Lodge” states thais ttodge belonged to the “Friendly
United Order of Mechanics®® and the “Rules” of that lodge from 1883 refer diély to
“degrees™® It is therefore perfectly possible that what weenhere is in fact very similar to
the ritual for the first degree as practised algthie IUOM until at least 1858.

Fig. 15: Date stone of the F.U.O.M.

127 For “Supreme Grand” see the song “Origin of Medani in Anon. 1833.

128 Robinson 1880, 6.

129 etter of 6/3/1889 re Isaac Benson (Cumbria Re@ffite (Barrow-in-Furness) from BDHJ 312/6/1).

130 Rules of the Working Man’s Friend LodfS No. 4815pf Friendly Mechanics Friendly Societylverston,
Printed by Weeks and Fletcher, Queen Street, 1B83% 21, page 9 (Cumbria Record Office (Barrow-in-
Furness) from BDHJ 312/6/1).
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The fact that the IUOM practised a multiple degsgstem already in the T9century (as
shown above), is confirmed by the second ritualciwHihave before me. It iddanual C of
the Independent United Order of Mechanics as usidd thve small ceremony books by the
officers in their respective lodges. By L.L. TaJbetA.G.M. 19. Congress Street, Boston.
March, 1887"** Since the IUOM was founded in the USA only in 19%6e above, section
1.5), the “Boston” where this ritual was printed shperforce be Boston in England. This pub-
lication contains a much larger and much more cempkt of rituals than the previous one.
Its contents are as follows:

Emblems of the Order — 3-5

Initiation Ceremony of the 1.U.O.M. — “Pink Orde¢’6-11

Obligation for a Fellow Craft — 11-12

Questions to a Fellow Craft before the 6th Deghéaster Mechanic) — 12-13
Sixth or White Order (Master Mechanic) 13-26

Charge to a Fellow Mechanic — 26

Installation of Officers — 27-33

Dedication of a Mechanic Lodge — 33-37

Mechanics Order of Chivalry — 38-53

Not only do we here have a system of at least Tegsg(or rather “Orders”, the first six de-
grees as today plus the “Order of Chivalr{*jput also the rituals for the several degrees are
much more elaborate than the one from the Friebdiyed Order of Mechanics. However,
although the title of this booklet explicitly adwes it to the IUOM, the text of the first degree
refers three times to the “Independent United OafeBcottishMechanics” or “.U.OSM.”
(my emphasis}?* Clearly, then, this ritual for this degree wasisierred from the IUOSM to
the IUOM. And had this transfer taken place eatlan 1887, then no doubt, this text would
have been corrected to remove the word “Scottishére it should go. In other words, this
publication seems to be the first edition (or emedraft edition)** of this ritual, documenting
very precisely the moment when this ritual for finst degree was adopted by the IUOM, as
well as from where Talbot copied it. Now, this, adurse, raises the questions: Did Talbot
copy the other rituals also from the IUOSM or ravid: Where did either the IUOSM or Tal-
bot get these rituals from? The last question seatisast in part, not too difficult to answer.
In 1813, the two rivalling, at that time dominantasonic Grand Lodges in England, the
“Premier Grand Lodge” and the Grand Lodge of thenti@nts”, merged into the “United
Grand Lodge of England”. Since one of the contreresr between the two had been precisely
the rituals each one of them practised, obviouslyenof their lodges was prepared to now
start working with those of the others. So, aftex Union, new rituals were designed, which
were significantly different from the previouslyagsones. The new rituals were approved in
1816, and in 1825 appeared their first exposureRispard Carlile, in feuilleton-form In
1831 Carlile bound them together, re-issuing thena amall bookletAn Exposure of Free-
masonry: or, a Mason’s Printed Manuala. 1835 another version, by Peter Gilkes, of the
same rituals was publishé¥.Carlile responded in 1836 with not only a secoditi@n of his

1311 thank the person who owns this ritual, for makinavailable to me.

132 NB! The “Order of Chivalry” is apparently thé Hegree, following immediately after th&,6ince the can-
didate for the 7 enters as a “Master Mechanic”.

133 At pp. 7 (once) and 11 (twice).

134 The large number of spelling and/or printing esrsupports the idea that it may be a draft edition.

13 Carlile 1825.

136 [peter William Gilkes] The Whole of the Lodge Ceremonies and Lecturesdft @asonry; as taught by the
late P. Gilkegno place, ca. 1835].
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version'®” but also with a second part “Containing the Royaih and the Knight Templar
degrees™® and a third part®® containing short descriptions of a large numbefucher de-
grees. In 1838, George Claret published a furtleesion of Gilkes’ rituals for the “Craft”
degrees?®® but eventually it was Carlile’s version which bewathe popular one. In 1843, the
year Richard Carlile died, N. Bruce re-publishetbf@ably unauthorised) Part | of Carlile’s
manual, but the real popularity was apparently edusy W. Dugdale’s publication of the
three parts in one volume in 1845. This was theiaffthird edition'** In this form it saw
many later editions, a.o. in 1850, 1853, 1855, 18®®1, ca. 1870, ca. 1875, ca. 1885, ca.
1890, ca. 1895, ca. 1918, ca. 1930, and ca. 19&/clear, then, that this booklet was used as
a ritual book in many lodges, probably not onlyEimgland, but in all English speaking coun-
tries in the world, including Scotland. Not only svea the most readily available text of the
rituals of the “Craft” degrees, it was for a lonmé in the 18 century also almost the only
publication containing the rituals of the “highetégrees in English. For the “Order of Chiv-
alry”, the only alternative were the official ritsaas promulgated on 10 April 1851, by the
Grand Conclave for England and Wales. These weargegr for the first time in 1876 (40
years after Carlile’s version) by ‘A Lewis’ (tod&glled ‘Lewis Masonic’), “the firm, owned
by John Hogg, which from 1870 onwards producedlsttior the Craft and other degreé¥®.
These Grand Conclave rituals were very differeminfthose printed in Carlile. A.o. they had
split the available ritual material into two degseéhe “Royal, Exalted, Religious, and Mili-
tary Order of Masonic Knights Templar” (KT) and thénights Hospitallers of St John of
Jerusalem, Palestine, Rhodes, and Malta, includiadgnight of St Paul; or, the Mediterra-
nean Pass” (KM). Since there seems to have alwegs b certain amount of dual member-
ships between Freemasonry and the several Mech@nérs, there was no technical diffi-
culty whatsoever in effecting the transfer of thesgsonic rituals to a Mechanics Order, be it
the IUOSM or the IUOM.

One might think, therefore, that a reconstructiéithe history of the rituals in use in the
IUOM from its start until the end of the "1 @entury could be, that (1) it started with a singl
very simple ritual for the incorporation of a newemmber, such as may have been found
among most Friendly Societies, and which may haenbrery similar to that of the FUOM,;
that (2) somewhere before 1833 it adopted a momeplax set of degrees, mainly copied
from masonic Craft rituals and worked it into a degree system, still with the same rather
simple first degree; while (3) in 1887 Talbot ia turn proposed more elaborate new rituals,
at least partly copied from those in use in the 830 but possibly also going back, directly
or through the IUOSM, to masonic examples.

In order to test this preliminary theory, the Talli@87 rituals have to be compared with
the masonit* ones. | will do that now, starting “from the top’e. with the “Order of Chiv-
alry”. Not surprisingly, that Talbot ritual is indd virtually identical with the Carlile version,
not with the Grand Conclave rituals. Even the paply on the “Cook” (which, as far as |
know, is not found in any other masonic ritual tlois degree) occurs in both:

137 Richard CarlileFreemasonry, Part I: A Manual of the First Threegbees London 1836.

138 Richard CarlileManual of Masonry, [Part II;] Containing the RoyAlrch and the Knight Templar degrees
London 1836.

139 Richard CarlileManual of Freemasonry, Part IlI: [etc.).ondon 1837.

10 George ClaretA Series of Masonic lllustrations, comprising &lbse taught by the late Bro. P. Gilkes with
many othersLondon 1838.

141 The Genuine Edition: Manual of Freemasonry, in EhRarts ... by the late Richard Carlile. Now ficstl-
lected in one voluméV. Dugdale: London 1845.

142 5myth 1991, 78.

143 For Carlile | used the first “three parts in or@ume” edition, viz. the "8 edition of 1845, but later verified
these against other editions: there turn out teitteally no differences. Of the Lewis rituals, $ed the second
edition of 1881 (Anon. 1881).
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Carlile 1845 Talbot 1887

In some encampments, the following is a cf
cluding part of the ceremony.—
One of the equerries, dressed as a cook, w[Enter an Equerry dressed as a Cook with
white night cap and apron, and a large kitcfwhite apron, and a white cap, a large kitchg
knife in his hand, suddenly makes his en- | knife in his hands. He kneels on one knee,
trance, and kneeling on one knee before th before the new Sir Knight, and says—
new Sir Knight, says:— COOK’S CHARGE.

Sir Knight, | admonish you to be just, hon- | Sir Knight | charge and admonish you to be
ourable, and faithful to the Order, and not tgust, honourable and faithful to the order and
disgrace yourself, or I, the cook, will hack |not to disgrace yourself, or | the Cook, will
your spurs from off your heels with this my| hack your spurs from off your heels with my
kitchen knife. He then retires. kitchen knife)Retires

D
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This example at once also demonstrates how cldsdhot follows the text of Carlile. There
is some rephrasing here and there (here indeedrrattot, compared to most other parts of
the text), but that never intentionally changesmieaning of the text. When the meaning of
the textis changed, it is always clearly the result of pogaldy copying. Four times a whole
line was dropped in the process of copying, mamesi words were dropped or misread,
sometimes resulting in incomprehensible text, aiekt with a different meaning. Also three
guestions from the catechism were dropped, againlkely unintentionally. What probably
is intentional, is the dropping of some duplicatian Carlile, the shortening of some texts,
and the addition in two places of the indicationstog a hymn. Carlile nowhere indicates
singing, but it was standard practice in Freemastmthe 18" and 19' century, and in many
lodges it is even today. Apart, of course, from ¢hange, where appropriate, from “Mason”
to “Mechanic”, there is one more adaptation mad&afbot’s version of this ritual which is
worth mentioning:

Carlile 1845 Talbot 1887
E. What recommendation have you ? Equerry.  What recommendation have you?
C. The Sign and Word of a Royal Arch Ma+Conductor. The sign and word of a Master
son. Mechanic.
E. Have you worked at the second temple? Equerry.  What! Have you worked at the
Temple?
C. | have. Conductor. | have.

This fragment shows that in Masonry the Candidatettie “Order of Chivalry” has to be a
“Royal Arch Mason”, a degree which, apparently, H®M did not (yet) practice in 1887.
Thus, here the Candidate has only to be a “Maseghédnic”. As a consequence, the Candi-
date in the masonic version has “worked at thersgbemple”, i.e. the Temple of Zerubbabel,
the building of which is the central symbolic thewfethe Royal Arch degree, whereas the
Candidate in the Mechanics version has “only” wdrkat the Temple”, i.e. the Temple of
Solomon, the building of which is the central syitbtheme of the Masters’ degree. How-
ever, such changes are very few. There can, theredm the basis of this evidence, be no
doubt that, at least for this degree, Carlile wggied almost verbatim in Talbot 1887.

More or less the same can be said about the dinsk largest, part of the Masters’ degree.
Talbot 1887 adds “After obligation of 6th Degreead Ecclesiastes, 12th, from 1 to 7 verses.
Then Hymn” and also has a “Prayer to be used afikgation” which is absent from Carlile.
Furthermore, the “retrospect of those degrees, lwhamu have already passed” is slightly
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shortened, possibly leaving out elements from tlasanic Apprentice and Fellow-Craft de-
grees, which were not found in the IUOM versionsduat that time. For the rest, these two
versions are again virtually identical, confirmi@grlile as the source for Talbot 1887. Talbot
clearly refers to this degree as the 6th, wheneds@éemasonry it is the 3rd. But we saw al-
ready that the development of the masonic 2nd Bow<Craft degree into four degrees, as
practised in Mechanism also today, must have tgtace before 1833. Furthermore, at the
end of the first part, we read:

Carlile 1845 Talbot 1887

You are now at liberty to retire, in order to | You are at liberty now to retire in order to
restore yourself to your personal comforts, | restore yourself to personal comforts, and in
and on your return into the lodge, the signs,returning you will receive the White Lecture
tokens, and words shall be explained to yoLof Purity. See White Degree Ceremony Bopk.
and the history resumed.

)

What follows now is quite different: In Carlile taf the return of the Candidate, the secrets of
the degree are explained, the second part of thetitt myth (here referred to as “the his-
tory”) is told, as well as the explanation of trerfaments of a Master Mason’s lodge”, and a
(very short) “lecture” (catechism), after which tleelge is closed. In Talbot 1887, however, it
follows only the section “Speculative and OperatiWechanism” yet, which is a kind of in-
structive charge, a.o. on a number of symbols, lbickvthere is no equivalent in Carlile.
However, in Talbot there is a reference here td'\ikite Degree Ceremony Book”. Also, the
title page of Talbot states explicitly that this aWual” is to be “used with the small ceremony
books” and in the ritual of the first degree, thare references to the “small ritual 1st Degree”
and the “grand Ritual” (p. 7). If these were alsterred to as manual “A” and “B”, then that
would explain why Talbot’s is called “Manual C”. pprently, then, the IUOM had in 1887
already printed rituals for at least its six “Ctafegrees, and Talbot’s publication of that year
replaces only part of these rituals in use beftireugh possibly adding the “Order of Chiv-
alry” as a new degree. It clearly replaces the pest of the Masters’ degree, but leaves unal-
tered (and thus does not include) the second pdrt o

The “Fellow” material is even far smaller, consigtimainly of the “Obligation for a Fel-
low Craft” (a term which is rather masonic, meclksamiusually referring to a “Fellow Me-
chanic”), and a “Charge at passing [the] 2nd, 3tH, & 5th Degree of a Fellow Mechanic”.
The obligation includes material also present imliféa but actually combines as much from
the obligation for the first as from that for thelléw Craft degree. The charge, however, is
clearly a shortened form of “the charge in the sdodegree” in Carlile, though somewhat re-
ordered:

Carlile 1845 Talbot 1887

THE CHARGE IN THE SECOND DEGREE CHARGE.
(At passing 2nd, 3rd. 4th, & 5th Degree of a
Fellow Mechanic.)

Brother N—— being advanced to the Seca  Bro., you having now passed to the fifth
Degree of the Order, we congratulate you | Degree of Mechanism, we congratulate yo
on your preferment. The internal, and not tfon your preferment. The internal and not the
external, qualifications of a man are what |external qualifications of a man are what

—

masonry regards. As you increase in Mechanism regards. As you increase in
knowledge, you will consequently improve [knowledge, you will improve in
social intercourse. It is unnecessary to social intercourse. It is unnecessary to

recapitulate the duties, which, as a Mason,| recapitulate the duties which, as a Mechanijc
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you are now bound to discharge; or enlarg
the necessity of a strict adherence to them
your own experience must have establishe
their value. It may be sufficient to observe,
that your past behaviour and regular depor
ment have merited the honour which we ha
conferred; and in your new character, it is
expected that you will not only conform to t
principles of the order, but steadily
persevere in the practice of every
commendable virtue. The study of the
liberal arts, that valuable branch of educati
which tends so effectually to polish and ad
the mind, is earnestly recommended to yol
consideration ; especially the science of

geometry, or masonry, originally
synonimous terms, is of a divine and
moral nature, and enriches with the most
useful knowledge; while it proves the
wonderful properties of Nature, it demon-
strates the more important truth of morality|

The/laws and regulations of the order, you
strenuously to support and maintain. You
are not to palliate or aggravate the offence
your brethren; but, in the decision of every
trespass against our rules, judge

with candour, admonish with friendship, an
reprehend with mercy.

Such is the nature of your engagements as
Craftsman, and these duties you are now
bound to observe by the most sacred ties.

your own experience must have establishe]
their value. Our laws and regulations you

1to assist in seeing them duly executed. Yo

Iyour brethren; but in decision of every
trespass against our rules, you are to judg
with candour, admonish with friendship, an
reprimand with justice. The study of the
(liberal arts that valuable charge of educatic
rwhich tends so effectually to polish and ad
Ithe mind, is earnestly recommended to you
consideration; especially the science of
Geometry, which is established as the bas
our art. Geometry or Mechanism originally
synonymous terms, being of a divine and
moral nature enriched with the most
useful knowledge: while it proves the most
wonderful properties of nature, it demon-
strates the more important truths of mortali

‘Your past behaviour, and regular deportme
have merited the honour which we have na
cconferred, and [in y]Jour new character it is
expected that you will conform to the
principles of the order, by steadfastly
(persevering in the practice of every
commendable virtue.

Such is the nature of your engagements ag
Fellow Mechanic and to those duties you
bound by the most sacred ties.

cyou are bound to discharge, or to enlarge on
the necessity of a strict adherence to them|as

re

istrerjujously to support; and be always ready

are not to palliate or aggravate the offences of
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So, this again confirms that Carlile is the bagiFalbot 1887. However, here is where this
stops. Of three chapters in Talbot 1887—viz. “Emideof the Order”, “Installation of Offi-
cers” and “Dedication of a Mechanic Lodge"—Carlias no equivalent at all. Talbot's sec-
tion “Emblems of the Order”, which is in itself alkdy quite short, misses, probably as an
error of the printer, one page, thus leaving otdyfirst and last page, of which the last one
contains only a few lines of text. The emblems aix@d on the first page are “The Eye”,
“The Heart and Hand”, and “The +++n [= coffin,] 3kand 0-0-0 [= crossed] Bones”. Com-
parison with the ritual for the first degree of th#OSM from 1978 shows that at least the
first page of this chapter actually is part of th&tructions of Talbot’s 1887 first degree, about
which more follows below.

The “Installation of Officers” does not correspotndCarlile’s Installed Master’'s degree,
which only describes the esoteric part of this iweney, which is precisely lacking in Talbot.
But it does mention obligations for all the prirglipfficers of the lodge, for the text of which
we are, however, again referred to the “Small drOegree Ritual”, with the exception of
those for the Worshipful Master and the Deputy Masft the lodge, which are included. The
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practice that all officers have to enter into aigattion at their installation is not usual in
English masonic lodges, where normally only the aster recites one. Comparing the text
of the two obligations provided with those in thiial of the FUOM (Appendix A) shows
only minor similarities, mainly obvious ones. Yat) important similarity seems to be the fact
itself that in both cases all officers enter intoabligation. This is also practised in a number
of masonic Grand Lodges outside of England, bubr’'tdrecognise the text from Talbot’'s
manual as copied from a masonic source.

That is very different in the case of the “Dedioatiof a Mechanic Lodge” with corn (usu-
ally wheat), wine and oil, which describes exathly masonic practice, not only in England,
but also in America and on the continent of Eurdpeh in the past and today. Although |
can't at the moment point out the immediate sowfc&albot’s 1887 version, it is no doubt
copied from a masonic ritual booklet. What is iegting is that this ritual describes the dedi-
cation of a “lodge” with which, in the masonic cext, was originally meant the “tracing
board” on the floor in the centre of the lodge rodrhat this is what was intended in this rit-
ual becomes clear in such texts as: “The lodgdechbyy 4 brothers ...” (p. 34). However,
such a tracing board seems never to have beemfoidue tradition of the Mechanics, so that
this text cannot have been designed originallyafddechanics’ context. In the context of the
Mechanics, therefore, the word “lodge” may havéofeed one of the shifts in meaning, also
prominent in the masonic context, viz. its use égher the group of members, standing
around the tracing board, or even for the lodgerediere this takes place. Dedication cere-
monies for both (the group of persons and the romerg and are performed by Masons, and
all these dedication ceremonies are very similar.

There remains one more chapter of Talbot 1887 tdismissed, viz. the ritual for the first
degree. There is, of course, a ritual for the masiinst degree in Carlile, but these two rituals
are (with the exception of a few questions and answxchanged when the candidate enters
the lodge for the first time) not similar at all.Hat is more, this Talbot 1887 ritual is not simi-
lar to any main stream masonic first degree ritbmafact, it is loaded with references to death
and mortality, thus rather reflecting the™@entury versions of the masonic Masters’ degree.
As such it does not really fit into a standardafeCraft” degrees. Furthermore, it is the ritual
of this degree alone which has the three referetuctee “Independent United Order $€ot-
tish Mechanics”. | will come back to the contents a$thtual again below.

Looking back to the preceding analysis of the tgua Talbot's 1887 manual, the question
must be posed: what actually did “L.L. Talbot, MGAM.”,*** who poses as the author of this
publication, do? Was he just copying a completdesys as in use at that moment in the
IUOSM? Or did he make this collection himself, coygyfrom them only the first degree (in-
cluding the “Emblems of the Order”) while takingetmaterial for the other degrees directly
from Carlile, the “Dedication of a Mechanic Lodgiedbm another masonic source, and the
“Installation of Officers” from still somewhere efg8 At the moment | have no way of telling.
Either way, it remains most likely that (1) in tlate 18" or maybe still the early focentury,
the IUOM worked with a simple one degree ritual, (g 1833 it had adopted the six Craft
degrees worked in Mechanism today but probably wiith rather simple rituals, while (3)
from no later than 1887 onwards the seven degretersyshown by Talbot’s publication, in-
cluding much more elaborated rituals for the fastl Masters’ degrees, would remain in use
(and even be extended further). In Talbot’s Mantled,Masters’ degree is clearly the 6th, and
the Craft degrees are also referred to by thewwolThe fact that its title page states explic-
itly that it should be “used with the small ceremdiooks” shows that these degrees were in
use at that time in the IUOM. Furthermore, the nefees in the ritual for the first degree or
“Pink Order” to the “small ritual 1st Degree” arttkt“grand Ritual”, and in that for the Mas-

144 It remains at the moment unclear what “M.A.G.Mtareds for. Probably something like “Most A? Grand
Master”. Maybe the A. is a printing error, aftelrthere are many printing errors in this publicatio
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ters’ Degree to the “White Degree Ceremony Bookijgest that there were “small” rituals
for at least the six Craft degrees available, dsd a “grand” ritual, before 1887. In other
words, the ritual system of the IUOM had developgdl833 into at least a six, and from no
later than 1887 a seven degree system.

The next ritual | have before me is that of @eening and Closing Ceremony and Initiation
of Members of the Districrom 1903*° By now the Grand Christian Encampments had
merged with the District Grand Lodges, whereby ithigation into the “Order of Chivalry”
had become a consecration ritual for District Gr@fficers. In 1946 this had apparently been
reversed again, and Vassall explains the logicrioktiiat reversal:

The Mechanic Order was completed, and remains camplithout the Grand Chris-
tian Encampment. The Encampment was never an appenthe Order; ... The Sir
Knight is not even a degree of the Order. The Empraant is a purely military
Branch, paralleling the Order but never touchinghéver superseding it, and never
usurping any of its functions. ... The respondipifor the work of the Order in any
community has ever devolved on the District Grandde. ... The subordinate Lodges
confer all subordinate degrees, and the Grand Ladgéers all grand degrees. The
Encampment confers no degree but its 6%n.

Essentially the 1903 ritual, however, is the “OrdeChivalry” again, and it is virtually iden-
tical to that in both Carlile and Talbot 1887. Asposed to the other two, however, it misses
the last part, starting with the large “charge” ardling with the catechism. On the other
hand, that (by far most essential) part which & &aen closer ties to Carlile than Talbot, thus
it does not perpetuate the many mistakes in therlaDne point in which it copies Carlile,
however, is apparently based on a lack of undetstgnas to why Talbot had made the
change. This is, that the Candidate in 1903 claimbave worked at theecondTemple,
which, as we have seen, is in Carlile the logicaisequence of the fact that he has to be a
Royal Arch Freemason. Since the qualification faCandidate in the IUOM ritual of 1903,
however, remains only that he is a Master Mechahiis, illogical that he should claim to
have worked at the second Temple, that is, the TeeofiZerubbabel, rather than the Temple
of Solomon.

Important, however, is that this ritual shows, ttie “Order of Chivalry” had since 1887
become firmly established within the [IUOM. But ady in 1946 it was no longer its highest
degree, or else Vassall could not have written:@Bmcampment was never an appendix to
the Order; had it been, it must have come afterhighest degree*’ Apparently, by that
time, at least one further, higher degree had laelgled to the system. There is one explicit
candidate for such a degree, since the list ofdivas in the Annual Report of 1950 (p. 22)
mentions, besides the usual Lodges, Chapters aaddGChristian Encampments, also one
Royal Arch Council (Loyal Invincible Royal Arch Coail No. 1 in Cristobal, Panama).

Today, there are in the IUOM, apart from the Roegrée (see below), officially 16 de-
grees. The “Sir / Sister Knight” (the “Order of @&iry”) is today “optional” (but no less
popular) and has moved to position eight (makirag@lfor the “Past Master” as Seventh). It
is followed by the “Covenant” (Ninth), “Royal Blug(Tenth), “Merit” (Eleventh), “Royal
Arch” (Twelfth), “Priest” (Thirteenth), “Past Eminé Commander” (Fourteenth), “Past

145 thank the owner of this ritual (who wants toysemonymous), for making it available to m&ht District”
is probably “The District throughout the B.W.l."¢ei “The District throughout the British West Inglie
1%®vassall 1946, 10/11.

147vassall 1946, 10.
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Grandmaster / Past Grandmatron” (Fifteenth), anmdsuncillor” (Sixteenth}*® Of these,
some—such as the Past Master, the Royal Arch, asslilgy the Priest (which may corre-
spond to the Grand High Priest of the “Order of &lked Masonic Degrees”)—are well
known in Masonry and may well have been copied ftbere. However, others—such as the
Covenant, the Royal Blue and the Merit—are fromrtim@ames not recognisable as such.
Clearly, then, there has been a very creative dpwegnt during the 2Dcentury. Regrettably,
however, no further information on this developmerdvailable to me at the moment.

2. The “Craft” Degrees (Degrees 1 to 6)

No matter how interesting this history of the deypehent of the degree system (Rite) of the
IUOM may be, the centre piece of any masonic cateel Rite is always the Craft degrees.
Apart from Talbot’s rituals from 1887, the only g&mn to which | have access at the moment
are those which were put in the Internet by thalipibnti-masonic Dutch foundation “Ar-
gus”: http://www.stelling.nl/vrijmetselarij/mechars.html. They claim to be:

- the 1st or Pink Degree of the IUOSM from 1978] #re

- the 2nd or Scarlet Degree,

- the 3rd or Green Degree,

- the 4th or Blue Degree,

- the 5th or Red Knight Degree, and

- the 6th or White Degree,

all of the IUOM from the 1960s (which | will, foroavenience, refer to as from ca. 1965).
That the first degree of 1978 comes, just as tts¢ fiegree from Talbot, from the IUOSM,
rather than from the IUOM, seems pure coincideitamakes these two rituals, of course, all
the more comparable. However, members of the IU@WNelstated to me that these rituals on
the Internet are indeed the rituals used by theMJé@nd they made no exception for the first
degree. It is therefore quite likely that, at lesisice Talbot transferred this ritual for the first
degree from the IUOSM to the IUOM, it has beconeritual practised within the IUOM for
this degree. Regrettably, | have no means of telfinand to what extent, the rituals of the
IUOM and the [IUOSM have since then developed soraéwdifferent after all.

Comparing the rituals for the first degree in Talb887 and IUOSM 1978, confirms in the
first place that the ritual in Talbot is lackingnse parts. But it now also becomes clear which
parts these are. All in all, these turn out notyv&rbstantial in size. Clearly, these parts will
have been covered by the “small ritual books” whi@ibot mentions. What is lacking for
example (actually systematically for all degreesYalbot, are the opening and closing cere-
monies. Comparing the parts which are given by dtallh is above all the similarities be-
tween the two versions which are striking. Everglaharges are repeated virtually verbatim.
It seems therefore fair to assume that these situedre mainly retained unchanged over
roughly a century.

Talbot mentions as the regalia for the first degosaly a “pink Collarette”, whereas in
IUOSM 1978 it also includes a “white apron bordewdgth pink”. This may well be a later
addition indeed, assimilating the Mechanics’ prausn more to the masonic one. The “Em-
blems of the Order” mentioned in Talbot, do returdlUOSM 1978 as the “Emblems of the
Pink Degree”, the first three being again: “The 'Ey&@he Heart and The Hand”, and “The
Coffin, Skull and Crossed Bones”, but now followsd“The Bee Hive” and “The Bundle of
Sticks”. The texts for the first three are virtyaltientical in the two versions. The last two in
IUOSM 1978 must have been roughly the text interfdethe missing page 4 in Talbot 1887.
The few lines which do occur in Talbot on page Bave not been able to trace. They are: “...
theme we contemplate, and by its dictates endeawotggulate our conduct; hence, while

148 Strijk 2001, 12.
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influenced by this principle, hypocrisy and dea#® unknown among us, and the heart and
tongue join in promoting each other’s welfare agj@icing in each other’s prosperity.”
It remains that, though there can be little dowiat this ritual for the first degree follows
all the principles of masonic rituals in generéd, contents are very different from any ma-
sonic first degree | know, and that, with its emglaipon death, it is much closer to masonic
third degree rituals of the fgRomantic) century. Indeed, it does not so mualelthe char-
acter of a first step in a multi-degree system,ratlter that of a one degree complete system

in its own right.

The amount of Fellow material in Talbot 1887 isywas have seen, very limited. One ele-
ment is the text of the oath. We have seen thatiths some similarity with Carlile 1845. The
remarkable thing, however, is that IUOM ca. 1965 barrected this back to a form which is

even much closer to Carlile:

Carlile 1845: Obligation 2nd degree

IUOM ca. 1965Scarlet Degree

I, N. N., in the presence of the Grand
Geometrician of the Universe, and in this
worshipful and warranted Lodge of Fellow-
Craft Masons, duly constituted, regularly
assembled, and properly dedicated, of my
own free will and accord, do hereby and
hereon most solemnly promise and swear
| will always hail, conceal, and never revea
any or either of the secrets or mysteries of),
belonging to, the second degree of
Freemasonry, known by the name of

the Fellow-Crafts;

to him who is but an Entered Apprentice, n
more than | would either of them to the
uninitiated or the popular world who amet
Masons.

| further solemnly pledge myself to act as 3
true and faithful craftsman, obey signs, anc
maintain the principles inculcated in the firg
degree. All these points | most solemnly
swear to obey, without evasion, equivocati
or mental reservation of any kind, under na
less a penalty, on the violation of any of thg
in addition to my former obligation, than to
have my left breast cut open, my heart torn
therefrom, and given to the ravenous birds
the air, or the devouring beasts of the field,
a prey : So help me Almighty God, and keeg
me steadfast in this my great and solemn
obligation of a Fellow-Craft Mason.

W.M. As a pledge of fidelity, and to render
this a solemn obligation, which would
otherwise be but a serious promise, | will
thank you to seal it with your lips twice on t

l, ..., in the presence of the Grand
Geometrician of the Universe and this
Worshipful and Warranted Lodge of Fellow
Mechanics, duly constituted, regularly
assembled and properly dedicated, of my
own free will and accord, do hereby and
lhereon most solemnly promise and swear,
Il will always hail, conceal and never reveal
any or either of the secrets or mysteries of
belonging to the second degree of
Mechanism known by the name of

Fellow Mechanics,

cany

more than | would either of them to the
uninitiated or the popular world who are
Mechanics.

| further solemnly pledge myself to act as a
Itrue and faithful Mechanic, obey signs and
imaintain the principles inculcated in the firg
degree. All these points | most solemnly
pswear to obey, without evasion, equivocati
or mental reservation of any kind; under na
2less a penalty on the violation of any of the
in addition to my former obligation, than to
have my left breast torn open, my heart tor
therefrom and given to the ravenous birds
the air, or the devouring beast of the field g
|a prey. So help me, Almighty God and kee
me steadfast in this my great and solemn
obligation of a Fellow Mechanic.

As a pledge of your fidelity and to render
this a solemn obligation, which would
otherwise be but a serious promise, | will
fthank you to seal it with jour lips twice on tf

that

or

~—+

O

ne

volume of the sacred law.

Volume of the Sacred Law.
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The comparison also shows why one sentence inUlVikversion is incomprehensible,
whereas the Carlile version is clear. It is uncighere this corruption comes from. It does not

occur in Talbot 1887.

The next significant part of Fellow Mechanic ritualTalbot 1887 is the “Charge at pass-
ing [the] 2nd, 3rd. 4th, & 5th Degree of a Fellovedhanic”. We have seen that it is a short-
ened version of the corresponding Charge in CakBi5 with some parts in a different order.
Comparison with the version of the Charge in theatiof the Scarlet or second Degree of the
IUOM of ca. 1965 shows a similar result. Once agaidirect comparison between Carlile
1845 and the IUOM ritual of ca. 1965 proves to dsinating:

Carlile 1845: Charge 2nd degree

IUOM ca. 1965: Schat Degree

Brother N—— being advanced to the
Second Degree of the Order, we congratul
you on your preferment. The internal, and 1
the external, qualifications of a man are wh
masonry regards.

As you increase in knowledge, you will
consequently improve in social intercourse
IS unnecessarto recapitulate the duties,
which, as a Mason, you are now bound to
discharge; or enlarge on the necessity of a
strict adherence to them, as your own
experience must have established their val
It may be sufficient to observe, that your pe
behaviour and regular deportment have
merited the honour which we have conferrg
and in your new character, it is expected th
you will not only conform to the principles @
the order, but steadily persevere in the
practice of every commendable virtue.

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable
branch of education, which tends so effec-
tually to polish and adorn the mind, is ear-
nestly recommended to your consideration
especially the science of geometry, or ma-
sonry, originally synonimous terms, is of a
divine and moral nature, and enriches with
most useful knowledge; while it proves the
wonderful properties of Nature, it demon-
strates the more important truth of morality|
As the solemnity of our ceremonies require
serious deportment, you are to be particulg
attentive to your behaviour in our regular
assemblies. You are to preserve our ancie
usages and customs sacred and inviolable
and induce others, by your example to holg
them in due veneration.

The laws and regulations of the order, you
strenuously to support and maintain. You g

W.M.: Brother ..., being advanced to the
ssecond degree of the Order, we congratula
nyou on your preferment; the internal, and n
external, qualifications of man are what
Mechanism regards.

As you increase in knowledge you will
consequently improve in social intercourse
is to recapitulate the duties,

which as a mechanic you are nhow bound tg
discharge, or enlarge on the necessity of a|
strict adherence to them, as your own
Llexperience must have established their val
It may be sufficient to observe that your pa
behaviour and regular deportment have
merited, the honour which we have conferr
@nd in your new character it is expected th
fyou will not only conform to the principles ¢
the order, but steadily persevere in the
practice of every commendable virtue.

The study of the liberal arts, that valuable
branch of education, which tends so effec-
tually to polish and adorn the mind, is ear-
nestly recommended to your consideration
especially the science of geometry or mech
nism (originally synonymous terms) is of a
idivine and moral, nature, and enriches with
the most useful knowledge, while it proves
the wonderful properties of nature, it demo
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your brethren; but, in the decision of every

trespass against our rules, judge with cand
admonish with friendship, and reprehend w

mercy.
As a craftsman in our private

assemblies, you may offer your sentiments

and opinions on such subjects as are regu
introduced in the Lecture, under the superi

tendence of an experienced master, who w
guard the landmarks against encroachmen

By this privilege, you may improve your
intellectual powers; qualify yourself to
become an useful member of society; and,
like a skilful brother, strive to excel in what
good and great.

All regular signs and summonses, given ar

received, you are duly to honour and
punctually to obey; inasmuch as they cons
with our professed principles. You are to

encourage industry and reward merit; supp

the wants and relieve the necessities of
brethren and fellows, to the utmost of your
power and ability; and on no account wron
them, or see them wronged; but to apprise
them of approaching danger, and to view
their interest as inseparable from your own

Such is the nature of your engagements as

Craftsman, and these duties you are
now bound to observe by the most sacred

our brethren, but in the decision of every

ladmonish with friendship and reprehend w
mercy.

As a Fellow Mechanic, in our private
assemblies you may offer your sentiments
@and opinions on such subjects as are regu
rintroduced in the lecture under the superin

By this privilege you may improve your
intellectual powers, qualify yourself to
become a useful member of society, and
ilike a skilful brother try to excel in what is
good and great;
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with our professed principles, you are to
lencourage industry, and reward merit, sup
the wants and relieve the necessities of
brethren and fellows to the utmost of your
gpower and ability, and on no account wron
them or see them wronged, but to apprise
them of approaching dangers, and to view

Fellow-Mechanic and these duties you are
tnow bound to observe.
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This shows, that the IUOM ca. 1965 version givetugily the full text of Carlile 1845, even
in its original order. Only one important word isssed.

The last degree of which we can compare the TdlB8% ritual with the IUOM ca. 1965
version, is the B White or Masters’ degree. But here we come torapetely different re-

sult than in the case of the previous degrees.rifinds for the Masters’ degree in the Talbot
1887 and the IUOM ca. 1965 versions are very dfferindeed, a large and important part of
the IUOM ca. 1965 version is not copied from an lihg but from an American masonic
ritual. In England, the Premier Grand Lodge (theotMrns”) and the Grand Lodge of the
“Antients” merged in 1813 into the United Grand gedof England, which created new ritu-
als for its Craft degrees, which were approved8m6l and were since then demonstrated in
special lodges, the most famous of which is the dE&ton” Lodge of Improvement”,
founded in 1823. Carlile’s rituals are “Emulatiom’ is Talbot’s for this degree. The masonic
rituals in America developed very differently. Hehe “Moderns” had been mainly the Brit-
ish officers, who were sent home when the USA becamdependent. The Masons who
stayed were predominantly traders, soldiers, ahdraniddle class people, who usually be-
longed to lodges of the “Antients”. These lodgesvriformed themselves into new Grand
Lodges, one per State. Standardisation, to a kaxggnt, of the rituals practised in all of the
USA, despite the independence of each Grand Lodge achieved by the publication of two
books: Thomas Smith Webbhe Freemason’s Monitor; or, lllustrations of Masypmof 1797,
and Jeremy Ladd CrosBhe True Masonic Chart or Hieroglyphic Monitof 1819. Both saw
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a large number of editions. They were followed byks, spelling out the ritual texts, such as
Malcolm C. DuncanDuncan’s Masonic Ritual and Monitaf 1866. The distinction between
the English and the USA ritual for the third degieeharacterised by a clear difference in the
performance of the central part of the ritual. histpart, the candidate learns the Hiramic
Myth, while it is also to some extent enacted wita candidate playing the principal part. In
the English version, the myth is basically told,two parts, and only the central event (the
killing, burying, and raising of Hiram, the archateof the Temple of Solomon) is enacted
theatrically. The USA version, on the contraryerects the whole myth in great detail in a
very dramatic theatrical form, replacing virtuadllf of the English monologue with complex
dialogues between a large number of participahiss turning it almost into a real theatre
play. It is precisely this part which (though irclaarly shortened form) has been substituted
in the IUOM ca. 1965 ritual for the correspondingglish part, still present (or rather pre-
cisely introduced) in Talbot 1887. The first, “Eisgil’, part of the ca. 1965 ritual, runs until
the end of the charge, summarising the previousegsg The second, “USA”, part, starts with
the communication of the pass-grip and ends dfieicandidate has been raised and then led
out of the lodge room. The third and last parttstaith the “Lecture” (Catechism), in which
the traditional “English” version is picked-up agdrom the Question about “the particular
subject of this degree” onwards. Each of theseethagts follows in its structure its masonic
(English or USA) example very closely. Obviousliistchange will have been made only
after the seat of the Order had been moved fromiaBdgo New York in 1941. Indeed, Vas-
sall writes: “During 192" [or is 1962 intended?] the Grand Council of the IUOM in the
Western Hemisphere had “its own rituals printed. ddsed 192 with ...”.**°

One last remark: my comparison of the [IUOM ca. 18t&l of the White Degree with the
rituals by Carlile (England 1845) and Duncan (US#68) showed, that there are numerous
transcription errors in the [IUOM version, quite@amber of which result in unintelligible lan-
guage. | have also before me a copy of the prili€aM ritual for the sixth or White degree
from 1963™° A comparison of this ritual from 1963 with the d®65 one shows, that the
number of errors introduced by Optical Readingdae1965 text in order to put it in the In-
ternet, is fairly restricted. The majority of therptions in the text cannot have been caused
by that, but must have crept in over time, or ewéden the Mechanics texts were copied from
their masonic examples. Of course, these corruptt@m be removed again, using precisely
these masonic texts once more. A few examples:

Texts from the ca. 1965 ritual for the sixth or éhdegree.
Possible corrections based on comparing with thetqat ritual from 1963 in red.
Possible corrections based on comparing with @ati45 and Duncan 1866 in blue.

... we the fraikreation[creaturesjpf Thy providence ...

... tHrJough the valley of the shadow of death, that he fimajly arise from the tomb of
[transgresson to shine as the stars ...

It inculcated thestirring [striking] lessenglesson]of natural equality ...

... you learnt the justausegestimate]of those wondrous faculti¢with] which God has en-
dowed[the being formedafter His own image, ...

.. you will ...[re-]Jinvest himef [with] what he has been divested).

.. that there might not bad] the least trace of remembrareerainamong men ...

.. taking hold of each others righdnrd[wrist] with the points of fingerspiercing-the-wrist. ..

.. right foot parallel with the otherlsft: right foot on the inside; ...

149vassall 1957, 10 [= 1964, 17].
150 thank the person who made this ritual availablme; | assume that he wants to remain anonymous.
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... hand oveleft [right] shoulder, supporting the back.

Accordinglythe[a stated]day[having beenhppointed for their return to Jerusaleaving
arrivedthey formed themselves into three Fellow Mechaharges andeported[departed]
from the three entrances of the Temple; ...

He therefore charged them to be very caref(ibbserving]whatsoever casual sign, token
[and] word might occur ...

... till time or circumstance should restore tlggyt [genuine]ones.

... because nothifgommon orJunclean wasftered[suffered]to enter there, not even the
High Priestand-he put once a yeafnor then,]till, after many washings and purifications, |..

The ornaments of fMaster] Mechanics Lodge are the porelsmegdormer,]and square
pavement.

... the sign of joyand exultation]an-exetamation,..

Now it is stated that Ralph Weeks, who was Most $kipful Grand Master of the [IUOM
from 1974 to 1986, “worked diligently to standasdithe ‘Fundamentals’ and the ‘Rituals’ as
we know them today*>* I do not know what changes in the rituals are éidehind this
statement, because | have not seen any more renenf but hopefully he corrected these
corruptions, so that the rituals in use today aseez to understand.

Let me summarise the results of the comparisonathol’'s 1887 rituals with those of the
IUOSM from 1978 for the first, and those of the IMGrom ca. 1965 for the 2nd to the 6th
degrees:

- The f' degree has remained virtually the same. It iscomparable to any masonic first
degree ritual known to me, and gives the impressibbeing an independent one degree
complete system in its own right. It is clearly@'Tentury “Romantic” ritual.

- The degrees 2 to 5 clearly developed out of tasanic degree of a Fellow-Craft, though
adding some extra material. The basis may well leaen the Emulation ritual, for example
as available in Carlile’s Manual in any of its"l@entury editions, since at least part of the
texts are still almost word for word identical teetcorresponding parts of his Fellow-Craft
ritual. However, the splitting up into four degreeast have taken place before 1833.

- The 8" degree was apparently modified at once when il 184 seat of the Order was
moved to New York, now in its central part veryoagnisably reflecting the usual USA"19
century version of the ritual for the masonic degséa Master Mason.

The previous observations are very interesting ftbenperspective of ritual theory, and espe-
cially from the point of view of the theory of trsfier of ritual*>? In the first place, just as in
Freemasonry and other ritual communities, so ateorng Mechanics, we find the opinion
that “the old customs and rituals, on which the @rdias originally founded, have always
been preserved and have remained in force untiptisent day*>® This assumption about
the inviolable nature of rituals seems to be maréess a standard ingredient of ritual tradi-
tions. But the scholarly historical reality looksry different: the rituals of the Mechanics
have shown to be as flexible and changeable asttadt rituals in the world. Secondly, they
have not been created out of a void, but are rootedveral of the masonic traditions, which
can be identified explicitly. However, the rituahtarial found in these masonic traditions has
by the Mechanics been used in a very liberal apdtme manner. In the first degree we see a
ritual which abides by all the apparent rules ofatva masonic ritual should look like, but

151 Anon. 1991, [2].
152 anger, Liiddeckens, Radde & Snoek 2006, 1-10.
153 Baarn & Julen 1987, 7.
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taking these into account, it is purely a creatbits own, though borrowing many elements
from existing British masonic rituals. The freedevhich the Mechanics felt to do whatever
they wanted with the available masonic ritual mates maybe most clearly seen in their
splitting up of the degree of a Fellow-Craft Fresprainto four degrees in the Mechanics’
Rite, and their introducing much ritual buildingpbks—including such symbols as the twelve
stones—which do not occur in Freemasonry at atllelarly shows that, although the Mechan-
ics never seem to have denied the masonic oriditiseqr ritual tradition, they at the same
time never felt themselves under an obligationdio#v the masonic examples in any strict
way. That same freedom and creativity is seenemtixing of the English and the USA tra-
dition in the Masters’ Degree, quite a dramatidoectwhich must have taken place even
rather recently (i.e. shortly after 1941).

Yet, there remains one more aspect to the rituéh®Mechanics, which is in my view more
than worth while mentioning. So far | have hightiggh the similarities of their rituals with the
main-stream Anglo-Saxon masonic traditions: thosehe 19" century traditions of the
United Grand Lodge of England and USA Grand Lodesvever, there was in the "L8en-
tury in England a third tradition, besides those¢hef Grand Lodges of the “Moderns” and the
“Antients” who merged into the United Grand Loddeemgland in 1813. To this third tradi-
tion belonged the “Harodim” (active in London ame tNorth of England from before 1732),
the Lodge of the City of York (in existence in 1$38hich formed itself into “The Grand
Lodge of All England” in 1725, “The Grand Lodge Bhgland, South of the River Trent”
(created in 1779 by William Preston in an attenmgptrévive the Harodim tradition), the
“Royal Order of Scotland” (which is the successbitte Harodim, still active today), the
“Adoption Rite” (in which, mainly in France, womavere initiated from ca. 1744 onwards),
and possibly a number of other organisations. Athem have a number of characteristics in
common: their rituals are purely Christian; theibgats are more catechetical than dramatic,
and their long catechisms with many questions ang lanswers are called “Lectures”; all
their degrees have a strong relation with biblstakies; and the first degree(s) of their de-
gree-system or Rite do(es) often not so much teféine story of the building of the Temple
of Solomon, as rather to the stories from GendisesCreation, the Fall of Man, Noah’s Ark
and the Covenant between God and him, the TowdBabkl, the Destruction of Sodom,
Abraham ready to sacrifice Isaac, Jacob’s Ladaeseph in the Pit, and Joseph in Egypt. As a
result, a number of symbols feature prominentlyhiem, which are far less common in the
other traditions. Among these are: the Tree inntinddle of the Garden of Eden, Noah'’s Ark,
the Rainbow, the Tower of Babel, and Jacob’s laddee such a feature does not yet identify
a masonic ritual as belonging to this traditiont Bidnen a remarkable number of them are
found together, that does point in this directibrshould furthermore be pointed out, that this
tradition always was rather strong in especialy/orth of England.

Now we have seen that the Mechanics Orders weralfexclusively in the North of Eng-
land until in 1877 its first lodge was formed inUslo Africa. It is not surprising, then, to
find—when we sift out all the material which candearly identified as having been copied
from 19" century masonic rituals, and look at the fragmevitch then remain—traces of the
“third tradition” in the rituals of the Mechanicar(d in the furnishing of their Lodge Rooms).
For example, in the first degree, the “First LesssrGenesis Chapter 22, verses 1 to 19. That
is the story of Abraham who is prepared to sa@&ifics only son Isaac. That theme recurs in
the fifth or Red Knight Degree, in which the plagkere the Temple of Solomon was built is
indicated as: “On Mount Moriah, where Abraham dtéhis son Isaac”, which recalls the
ritual of the Royal Order of Scotland: “[Q] How dMount Moriah become consecrated or
called holy? [A] On account of three great offeengade thereon: 1st. Abraham, at the com-
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mand of God, offering up his son Isaac; *>” The “Second Lesson” in the first degree is
Revelation Chapter 4, in which the Rainbow is nargd. The “Lecture” (sic!) of the same
degree commences with four questions and answend &tre Creation. The explanation of
the first of the “Emblems of the Pink Degree”, thge, starts: “As Mechanics let us always
remember those expressive words, that cannot bddeply impressed on our minds ‘Thou
God seest me’l For the eye of the Lord is in ey@ace beholding the good and the evil”,
whereas on the back of an Adoption Rite ritual frbiAT6 is written (in cipher): “Alleluia. I
faut g’'un bon masson ait / toujours en vue la presale / d+ [= dieu]” (= Alleluia ! A good
Mason ought always to keep in mind the presencgoof)>>° The second of the two Emblems
of the third or Green Degree is the Jacob’s laditer,staves or rungs of which are equated
with particular moral virtues, just as is done he tAdoption Rite. The formulation in the rit-
ual of the Green Degree looks like this:

. a ladder, denominated in Scripture as Jacadsdr; it is composed of several
staves, which are illustrative of many moral viguéhere are three principal ones,
Faith, Hope and Charity.

Fig. 16: IUOM Lodge-room (Suriname), showing Jasdhdder, standing on the Altar.

The manuscript of 1761 with the Adoption Rite rltuaf the Prince of Clermont (BN Baylot
FM* 18) states (in my translation):

% [Ritual of The Royal Order of ScotlanBudley [no year], 26.

155 Art Royal ou Maconnerie des Dames et du SEX@6 (GON 240.D.21).
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Q. What does a (female) Mason wear on her bredstént elle”)?

A. The representation of Jacob’s ladder.

Q. What does that ladder denote?

A. Two main virtues: the love of God and of one&ghbour, represented by the up-
rights of the ladder, of which each of the indivatltungs indicates one of the moral
virtues which derive from the first two.

That is the dominant version, found in this tramti There is, however, also a variant version,
found for example ihes quatre grades complets de I'Ordre de I'’Adoption la Magonnerie
des DamegJérusalem [= Paris], 1772), the first printedsi@mn of the French Adoption Rite
rituals (in my translation):

Q. Are you a (female) Master Mason?

A. | know how to climb the ladder.

Q. What does that ladder denote?

A. The communication which exists between heavehearth through the practice of
the virtues.

Q. Which are these virtues?

A. The three Christian virtues and the four moreles.

Q. Which are the three Christian virtues?

A. Hope, Faith and Charity.

The ritual of the Green Degree seems to combinénbeversions, found in the Adoption Rite
rituals. Finally, in the ritual for the degree ofMaster Mechanic, there are seven questions
and answers in the Lecture about Noah's Ark, foddvby three about Jacob’s Ladder, al-
though neither of these are—apart from these quest-a theme in this ritual. The last of
these questions is: “Why is this ladder based enblume of the [Sacred] Law [= the Bi-
ble]?”. And indeed, when their lodges are openedifeasized ladder is standing on the
opened Bible, reaching from there to the ceilinghe sky / the Heavens] (See fig. 16). In
modern English Freemasonry, Jacob’s Ladder does adsur on the first degree tracing
board, but as far as | know, no serious researstbban done yet about when and where this
symbol made its appearance there for the first.tilmaay well have been introduced into the
tracing boards of the “Moderns” under the influenédVilliam Preston’s attempts to revive
the Harodim tradition.

These “third tradition” symbols may have been bewd by the Mechanics Orders for
their rituals from old masonic lodges in the NoofhEngland, which may have continued at
least part of this tradition in their own particutéuals long after the introduction of the new
rituals for all the lodges of the United Grand Ledgf England in 1816. But it may also be a
silent witness that the ritual tradition of the Maaics Orders itself has its roots in this old
“third tradition”. Who knows?

There are in the current rituals of the IUOM alstew text fragments directly borrowed
from Samuel Prichard’Masonry Dissectedpublished for the first time in 1730, and—
because it became the ritual book of the “Moderns&-printed many times afterwards until
the Union of the “Antients” and the “Moderns” in IR In the first place, the tree from which
a branch is used in the Masters’ or White degreealed a Cassi&® This is specific to
Prichard and the anonymoAsDefence of Masonrfgvhich is a reaction to Prichard’s publica-
tion),*>” all other English texts | know calling it Acacibringing it in connection with the
wood used for the Ark of the Covenant, the Tabdenaad the Temple of Solomon. Sec-

1% |mpens claims that this is not a mistake, butcreect, authentic form. (Impens 2005, 69/70, 72).
157Knoop, Jones & Hamer 1963, 169 resp. 224/225.
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ondly, in the ritual for the fourth or Blue degrébe “Volume of the Sacred Law, and the
Compasses and square” are referred to as the ttiverof the Lodge”. That, to the best of my
knowledge, is found only in three other texts: Raitl, the Wilkinson manuscript (which is
closely related to Prichard’s text and may be a years older), and the ritual of the Royal
Order of Scotland:

[Q] What did you see ... in this Middle Chamber?
[A] The Furniture of the Lodge.

[Q] What are these?

[A] The Bible, Square and Compas$&s.

Since the Royal Order of Scotland belongs to thédttradition”, this example belongs to
both that and Prichard. As well as the traces ef‘third tradition” in the rituals of the [IUOM,
these borrowings from Prichard do point to a cotineavith 18" century masonic rituals.

Finally, there is still one more indication thatking behind the absolutely dominant™9
century material in the Mechanics’ rituals of togthere may indeed be an older layer. These
rituals are full of explicit references to biblidaixts. But there are also some Biblical quota-
tions which are not explicitly indicated as suclerélthe listener has to recognise what (s)he
hears. In other words, one has to know one’s Bibdtty much by heart. Indeed, one is sup-
posed to know also the footnotes which point towgrdrallel texts. All these parallel texts,
which are only indicated to the knowledgeable fiste form together a multi-dimensional
meaning space, which is offered to the beholded, @which (s)he will only see that part
which (s)he recognises and which is meaningfulite &r her. This offering of hidden clues
to the possible meanings of texts is called thesale method® It is as old as the Old Tes-
tament, and Paul used it extensively in his lettBrg it was particularly popular in Europe
during the Renaissance, and was continued in Fiemmgain its rituals up to the time of the
French Revolution.

Texts from the Mechanic’s rituals which are “hidti@iblical quotations include the fol-
lowing. In the first or Pink degree: “a stone fittéor that Spiritual Building [1 Peter 2:4-8
with a reference to Eph. 2:19-22 and Isaiah 8:841€&], eternal in the Heavens [2 Cor. 5:1]”;
“living stones; for that spiritual building [see@ke], that house not made by hands, eternal in
the heavens [see before]”; “Man in darkness anthains” (2 Peter 2:4); “the Dark Valley of
the Shadow of Death” (Isaiah 9:1 with a refererwd/att. 4:16 and Luc. 1:79); “taking the
name of God in vain” (Exod. 20:7; Deut. 5:11 withederence to Lev. 19:12); “He made the
two great luminaries, the greater to rule the dag lesser the night; the stars in the firmament
He made also” (Gen. 1:16); and “the eye of the lisiid every place, beholding the good and
the evil. ... a wholesome tongue is a tree of I{fefoverbs 15:3-4).

In the second or Scarlet and third or Green dedBaens the fiery pillar” (Exodus 13:21,
referring to Isaiah 4:5-6, referring to Matt. 2:2-& Luc. 2:1-20, referring to Rev. 22:16). In
the fourth or Blue degree: “the earth He has plthate His footstool” (Isaiah 66:1 with refer-
ences to Matt. 5:35 and Acts 7:49); and “The blgatar, like [the] glory in the centre” (Rev.
21:23 with a reference to Isaiah 60:19).

In the sixth or White degree: “Thou, O God, knowast down sitting and uprising, under-
standest our thoughts afar off” (Psalm 139:2); “Mhat is born of a woman is of few days
and is full of troubles; he cometh forth as a flowrd is cut down, he fleeth also as a shadow,
and continueth not.” (Job 14:1-2 with referenceslt€hron. 29:15, Job 8:9, Psalm 90:6,

158 pyblished in the second edition of Knoop, Jond4atner 1963. The question about the furniture ofiddge
is on page 132, resp. 162.

19[Ritual of The Royal Order of ScotlanBudley [no year], 46.

180 5ee Snoek 1999.
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Psalm 103:15, Psalm 144:4, Isaiah 40:6, 1 Petel, i2d from these there are many further
references); “Seeing his days are determined, tingboer of his months are with Thee, Thou
hath appointed his bounds that he cannot pass. ffamm him that he may rest till he shall
accomplish this day. For there is hope of a traebe cut down that it will sprout again and
that the tender branch thereof will not cease.b (14:5-7 with references to Job 7:2 and Job
10:20); and “But man dieth and wasteth away, yea giveth up the ghost and where is he?
As the waters fail from the sea, and the flood gettaand dry up, so man lieth down and rise
not again, till the heaven shall be no more.” (14l10-12).

The presence of so many allusions, even in the Rhack’ rituals of today, is unlikely to
be mere coincidence. And since they belong to timencon features of {Brather than 19
century masonic rituals, their presence here mdgad be a remnant from older forms of
rituals, once practised by the Mechanics. Takemttay, the presence of allusions and of
elements from the “third tradition” and from Pricladoes support the assumption that the
rituals of the IUOM may well have their roots irethd century after all.

3. Women
The IUOM started as a male only society. Howeuds, generally accepted within the IUOM
that “early in the present [i.e. ¥Dcentury, the Mechanics went one step farthem|thieee-
masonry], admitting women into full Mechanisf?® But when, where and how precisely
took this place, and what does “admitting womeio ifull Mechanism” mean? As we shall
see, these questions are not so easy to answenatdhappened is not so straight forward as
this statement by Vassall may suggest.
The Half-Yearly Report of September 1922 mentiongs “List of Foreign Lodges” for

the “British West Indian Section” for the DistriGrand Lodge “Trinidad” two female lodges:

- “WVashti” Lodge No 1 (Female) and

- “Naomi” Lodge (Female}®?
and for the “North American Section” for the “UridteStates of America, District No. 37,
“Female Branch” even five Chapters plus a Grandp@ra

- “Queen Esther” Grand Chapter No. 1

- “Bethel” Chapter No. 3

- “Unity Star” Chapter No. 4

- “Star of the East” Chapter No. 5

- “Sheba” Chapter No. 6 and

- “Condace” Chapter No. *#*
Since Hills’ list of “Addresses of I[[llustrative] [@nd]s” in Englan&* (as opposed to the
above quoted “List of Foreign Lodges” which compéats it) contains 7 names with initials
only plus 22 names witimale but none witfemalefirst names, it seems that the mentioned 7
female Lodges / Chapters were the only ones innibid at that time. It follows that they
were numbered consecutively, irrespective of thames or geographical location. Probably,
then, “Naomi” Lodge was No. 2. Since the IUOM wagaduced in the USA only in 1910,
the five “Chapters” there must have been estatlidiedween 1910 and 1922. Indeed, about
the last one mentioned we can be more precise:d&ai Chapter #7, the oldest chapter of
Alpha District Grand Lodge #1, New York, was inataged November 28 1920'%° Because
of their lower numbers, the two female Lodges imitiad should be slightly older than the
first Chapter (No. 3) in the USA, and thereforeytlage probably the first female branches

11 vassall 1950, 6/7 [1964, 7/8].

%2 Hills et al 1922, 13.

%3 Hills et al 1922, 16.

4 Hills et al 1922, 10/11.

185 Anon. 1998, 1. (NB! Note the slightly differentedfing of the name of this Chapter in the two sesty
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within the IUOM. The incorporation of women thus yrtaave started in Trinidad, though it
cannot be excluded on the basis of the currentiylae evidence, that some individual ini-
tiations of women took place elsewhere alreadyiezaiThe use of the indication “Chapter”
rather than “Lodge (Female)” seems to have origmhat the USA, possibly following the use
in the “Order of the Eastern Star”. Indeed, the earof some of these (Grand) Chapters
(“Star of the East”, “Queen Esther”, “Sheba”) halear associations with that Order.

Vassall continues:

The admission of women into Mechanism led to a gbeal of confusion. In the first
place, there were then no rituals for women. Sorhap&rs were able to obtain the
complete rituals used by the Lodges, and, ignoddrthe fact that a great deal of
Mechanism is not written, assumed the highest @sgr®ther Districts, depending
upon the amount of opposition they had to women bees) prepared for the women
rituals of their own, which were not, in fact, apgrt of Mechanic teaching. Thus we
soon had four or five groups of women Mechanicshemorking according to its own
rituals, and each unable to associate with or wtaled the other. One of the most
popular of these was the “Court of Esther” ritygkpared by Emmanuel Davis, G.M.
of Ben Hur Grand Lodge [and founder of MechanisrthenUSA in 191¢9.%¢"

This demands at least two comments. In the fimstglwhen Vassall states that “some Chap-
ters were able to obtain the complete rituals usethe Lodges”, and at the same time that
the members of these Chapters were “ignorant ofabtiethat a great deal of Mechanism is
not written”, that then implies that the women wibbhave received thextsof the rituals, but
without any instruction of how to perform them, &bne that the first female members would
have themselves been initiated by the men. This Imeay correct representation of what hap-
pened, but it would be very unusual, compared ¢otthnsfer of the rituals from the men to
the women in the creation of other female (branafe©rders'®® and it would thus be very
interesting from the perspective of ritual thearkhow more about what precisely happened.

Secondly, the name of this ritual, “Court of Estheuggests that it was based on the third
degree within the (para-masonic) Order of the Eas$tar, its five “points” or degrees being:

1. Jephthah’s Daughter, or the daughter’'s degeuc blue, represented by the violet.

2. Ruth, or the widow’s degree; colour: yellow, negented by the sunflower.

3. Esther, or the wife’s degree; colour: white resented by the white lily.

4. Martha, or the sister’s degree; colour: greeprasented by the pine leaf.

5. Electa, or the benevolent degree; colour: rephasented by the red rose.
After these five degrees there are still the degfé®ueen of the South” (Queen of Sheba, a
kind of merit degree) and a “Matron’s Administraiidegree” (for those who may be elected
to the office of “Worthy Matron” of a “Chapter”) askind of “higher” degrees. Regrettably, |
have no copy of Davis’ “Court of Esther” ritual (of any of the other early [IUOM rituals for
women), so | cannot compare it with the correspogaine of the Order of the Eastern Star.

The initiative to incorporate women into the I[UOMems to have been welcomed by the
Grand Council in Englantf® Not everywhere, however, was the initiative reediwith equal
enthusiasm. In Suriname for example, the first attempts to create a Chapter, in 1939 and
1958, both failed; only in 1969 could the first @texr (Queen Esther Chapter No. 10) be

186 sampson 2003, [1].

167vassall 1950, 7 [1964, 8.

188 Snoek, forthcoming.

189 vassall 1950, 7 [1964, 8]; Sampson 2003, [1].
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founded there, and then “Ruth Chapter No. 1 ... @oden of Sheba Chapter No. 2 ... soon
followed”.*° This is not an exception. For example, in BriGhiana in 1943:

The commodious banquet-hall of the Lodge’s newdg ... was taxed to its utmost
capacity with both sexes. ... [At the suggestiolsdd. Morrison, P.I.G. (Secretary of
the Lodge)] the ladies present, much to their t¢land amusement, were elected to
honorary membership of the Lodge [Corinthian Lod\ge 5] for the duration of the
evening. ... Mrs. Saunders, wife of the Districaf Master, replying on behalf of her
‘Sisters’, expressed their gratitude for the heavBlcome accorded them and their
election to honorary membership of the Lodge fer ¢wening. She added that while
appreciating that gesture of goodwill they wereadmointed at not being regularly ini-
tiated, an ordeal for which they would have bedly forepared with due notice. They,
however, looked forward to the day, in keeping wtile new order, when the veil
would be lifted and women allowed to share in thgearches of the hidden mysteries
of the Order-™

Nevertheless, “when the Grand Council (in Englaagproved the admission of women into
the Order, it also approved certain Degrees suwitédn women™’? Strijk is slightly more
precise: “The sisters [at first] had to be happthwhe first and only degree for them. In the
thirties their perspectives enlarged to the thiegrée. In the sixties to the fifth and in the
eighties they were entitled to the Master Mechdggree, all in their Chapter$™ Vassall
tells us further that “when the present Grand Cdyne. in New York] assumed control of
the Order [i.e. in 1941], it rued the lack of umifaty, and prepared a Chapter ritual, which is
now [i.e. in 1950] the only one approved and ati#eatr for women™’* And this formulation

of 1950 in the singular in fact suggests that tas onlyoneritual, i.e. thus still only for the
first degree. Furthermore, it is interesting to Hest—despite this claim of Vassall that by
1950 the older rituals, including the “Court of Best’ ritual, had been replaced by the new
one—the list of branches in the same Annual Reporthich his article was published men-
tions for the republic of Cuba, not only four “Cheys”, but also the “Queen Esther Court
[sic!] No. 1"} while for Trinidad the two “female lodges” had almpeared and four new
Chapters (including a “Queen Esther Chapter No.b&gn formed, and also in the USA all
Chapters of 1922 had disappeared while six new baéseen established.

In 1956 the women definitely had three degréshile the Laws of the Order of 1973 state:

Sec. 2. The Works and Rituals provided for Chaptbedl not be beyond those of the
Fifth or Red Degree of the Order, excepting onlghsather honorary degrees as the
Grand Council or the Executive Committee shall friimme to time approvg”’

There remained, however, strong resistance to ngehe Masters’ Degree to women. As an
alternative to that degree, an entirely new degrag now developed: the Rose degree. At the
twelfth Triennial Conference in 1977:

10 Baarn & Julen 1987, 15/16. NB! All three these eamefer again to names of degrees of the Ordéreof
Eastern Star!

1| eubin 1943, 13/14.

172y/assall 1950, 7 [1964, 8]; Sampson 2003, [1].

173 Strijk 1996, 2.

4 vassall 1950, 7 [1964, 8.

> However, the Annual Report of 1957 mentions onaChbbth a “Queen Esther Chapter NoOtg. July 21,
1939 and a “Queen Esther Court of Juveniles No. 1. @4, resp. 25).

7% Haughton 1957, 5.

7 Law XIIl, “Woman’s Chapters” in “General Laws P#lftin Anon. (ed.) 1973, 27/28.
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... formalities of the Rose or Sixth Degree for Qieas were gone into. There were de-
tailed demonstrations of all aspects of this Degaewl Delegates were instructed to
exercise care in their selection of those who shéitdt be awarded the Degree. Dele-
gates would at the outset confer the Degree oretbelected, after which Past lllustra-
tive Matrons would be instructed in the procedasethey would ultimately be respon-
sible for its conferring. Delegates were informedtta sample of the Regalia could be
ordered, as also their requirements regarding Rit(fa

Already at the next Triennial Convention, in 19BGecame clear that this was no soluti6h.
The discontent was probably most clearly exprebgedouncillor Hunte, Trinidad & Tobago
District, who said that:

... the Sisters not only wanted the Rose Degreethiey also wanted the Master’s De-
gree. ... Many he said were not happy about thes Regree, and with respect to the
Executive [Committee] the Rose Degree was not adém Mechanism. Something,
he felt should be done to satisfy therft°..

At the same Convention there was also a discusgiont whether it was acceptable to have
Brothers assisting in the rituals of the Chaptessicerning which finally:

... the Grand Master ruled that any Chapter hainngtion or Degrees, and requiring
assistance, request such assistance from theddidthe Grand Master using his dis-
cretion will choose Brothers for this purpose. Botmale members will be permitted
to visit Chapters at will. This decision was agréezty all*

Two Conventions later, in 1986, it was again a dwmt topic on the agend¥ It started with
the proposition of the Jamaica District: “Be it ok®d that the Master or Sixth Degree be
conferred on sisters of the Order, and that theeRegree be disbandetf During the dis-
cussion, it was made clear that “the Preston Uaodgferred the Master’'s Degree on sis-
ters”*®* whereas “the Scottish Mechanics ... were confgmip to the Royal Arch Degree on
sisters":®° and that “some of our sisters being a bit disBatisare drifting toward other fra-
ternities”®° As a result, the motion passed with 41 againsv@8s, and a committee was
appointed to “Consider the upward movement in therodegrees during the Conventidf®.

When the committee reported, it proposed:

178 Minutes of the Proceedings of the twelfth Triem@@nvention of the Grand Council, Independent ehit
Order of Mechanics, Western Hemisphere, held aaRanCity, Republic of Panama, on Thursday, Oct@ber
thru Thursday, October 27, 1977, sheet 24.

179 Minutes of the Thirteenth Triennial Conventiontbé Grand Council of the Independent United Order o
Mechanics of the Western Hemisphere Incorporatetti bn Saturday, October 18 thru Sunday, October 26
1980 at Mechanics’ Tempel, 65 Puthnam Avenue, BryggkNew York, 14 and 19.

%0 1dem 19.

1811dem 15-16. Quotation: 16.

182 Minutes of the fifteenth Triennial Convention dietGrand Council of the Independent United Ordevlef
chanics of the Western Hemisphere, Incorporateld, dre Saturday, October 18 thru Sunday, Octoberl286

at the Mechanics’ Tempel, 65 Putnam Avenue, BragkNew York, U.S.A., pp. 24-28, 31, 33, and 41-42.

183 1dem 24.

184 Councillor James, Ontario Distriddem 25).

185 Councillor E. Jones, Belize Distriddem 25).

186 proposition 6 of the Ontario Distriddem 31).

¥71dem 26/27.
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(1) That the Rose Degree be retained in its preésemt, and to be followed by the
Masters Degree.

(2) That the Past Masters Degree be conferred sinrSi

(3) That the Sir Knight Degree be conferred onebsst

(4) That these Degrees must be the same as thieircoanterpartd®®

The propositions 1, 2 and (implicitly) 4 (with resp to the Past Masters Degree) were ac-
cepted:®® while concerning proposition 3 “The Grand Mastesuggested Delegates give the
Executive [Committee] the authority to go deepéo ithe Sir Knight Degree, advise Districts
and ask for their views. The majority were in fakolhe Executive [Committee] to do as per
the Grand Master’s suggestioft*.Following up these decisions, on June 29, 198Y&tand
Secretary, Clarence P. Small, sent out a “Direcitee approval of the Masters Degree for
Sisters” to all District Grand Lodges, which stated

Know Ye These Present that, all District Grand Lexlgre hereby officially informed
of the following Directive, regarding the above teatas ratified by The Executive
Committee of the Grand Council at a meeting heldwme 27, 1987, as delegated by
the 15th Triennial Convention of Grand Council.

1 — That the Masters Degree will be the qualifyiregree for Sisters to hold Office in
the Chapter.

2 — The Master Degree must be conferred after iftie &t Red Knight Degree (same
manner as to Brothers).

3 — This Degree must be conferred on Sisters uhaeDistrict Grand Lodge’s super-
vision; thereafter, Sisters in possession of thet®taDegree must be trained to
confer said Degree in their Chapter.

4 — The Master Degree is a subordinate Chapterié.daggree[,] hence it must be
conferred by the Chapter/Lodge.

5 — District Grand Lodges are reminded that Regdké!], Rituals and Certificates
should be secured.

6 — The Rose Degree will be retained and placatierPast lllustrative Matron Con-
clave. Where there is no Conclave it is the regpditg of the District Grand
Master to see it conferred. Candidates for the Rastrative Matron Degree must
be in possession of the Rose Degree. félc.]

It will be seen at once, that this “directive” datds from the decisions taken at the Conven-
tion, in that it placed the Rose Degree not betwibenFifth or Red Knight Degree and the
Masters’ Degree, but between the latter and thelRastrative Matron Degree. Also, it did in
fact not give explicit permission to confer the Hillastrative Matron Degree, despite the fact
that the Convention had decided accordingly. No deonthen, that at the next Triennial
Convention in 1989

Councillor Reginald Taylor, Trinidad and Tobago D& ... questioned as to why au-
thority for the conferring of the Past Master andk®iight degrees on sisters was not
given by the Executive Committee of the Grand Cduafter being authorized so to

do by the 1986 Convention ... The Most Worshipfuhi@ Master in reply stated that

188 1dem 41.

1891dem 41/42.

199 1dem 42.

191) etter with Ref. No. 16-065.
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the question of the conferring of the Past Masé@i Sir Knight Degrees on the Sis-
ters is still under review and study by the Exa@itCommittee of Grand Counc#?

Thus, concerning this matter, no progress was naadRis Convention. The status quo re-
mained until the 18 Triennial Convention of the IUOM held 27 Octoberst November 1995
in Miami Beach, when there were three propositicorscerning degrees for Sistérs:

Londinium District Creation of Grand degree exclusively for females;
Conferring of Master Mechanic degree on sisters;
Trinidad & Tobago Elevation of Sisters to higher degreds.

These propositions were discussed by the Ritualtimmittee, after which “Ven. Lyseight
reported the following recommendations”:

[That] the Past Master degree be conferred onititers effective January 01, 1996
and the Sir Knight degree twenty-four months affter conferring of the Past Master
degree'®

The Ritualistic Committee also recommended appro¥#ie following:

Past Master degree be conferred on sisters eféegtnuary, 1996 and the Sir Knight
degree be conferred on sisters twenty-four [24] t@@fter receiving the past master
degree'®®

The M[ost] W[orshipful] G[rand] M[aster] then putis recommendation to the house.
The vote was 44 in favor, 38 against. The moticsspd:>’

Consequently, on December 6, 1995, the Grand Segréd. George Bull, wrote to the Dis-
trict Grand Lodges:

| have been directed by the Most Worshipful Grandshr, Rt. Hon. Winston A.

Jones, to issue the following directive regardihg tonferring of the Past Masters

Degree on eligible sisters as was agreed and saedtiat the 18 Triennial Conven-

tion.

The procedure for the conferring of the Past Masiagree on sisters will be effec-

tive beginning on January 1, 1996. Please notéotlmving stipulations:

1. The Past Master Degree will be conferred byDistrict Grand Lodge Officers,
assisted by selected priests and Venerable Past Gtasters.

2. Brothers with the exception of those authorize(ll) above must not be in atten-
dance at any conferral of the Past Masters Degressters.

3. All deserving Past lllustrative Matrons must digen the Past Masters degree
first. [etc.]'*®

192 Minutes of the Sixteenth International Trienniabr@ention of Grand Council of the Independent Uhite
Order of Mechanics of the Western Hemisphere, poated, held on Saturday, October 21st, 1989 tfirou
Sunday, October 29th, 1989 at the Volharding LoGgater, Dr. Sophie Redmondstraat 52/54, Paramaribo,
Suriname, South America, 56. See also 123 and 334/1

193 Minutes of the Eighteenth International Trienr@onvention of Grand Council of the Independent &bhit
Order of Mechanics of the Western Hemisphere, lpma@ted, held on Saturday, October 27th, 1995 girou
Sunday, November 6th, 1995 at ... Miami Beach ...

19 dem 82.

% 1dem 118.

% 1dem 119.

*T1dem 119.

1% etter with Ref. No. 19-012-95.
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And a month later, on January 6, 1996, the new &8etretary, Clive Oscar Sang, wrote:

| have been directed by the Most Worshipful Granalsidr, the Rt. Hon. Winston A.
Jones to forward the following information whiclikeéa effect from January 1, 1996.
At the Eighteenth Triennial Convention in Miami BeaFlorida, the following propo-
sitions were approved and now becomes incorporatedhe General Laws of the In-
dependent United Order of Mechanics, Western Hemeisp Inc.

2. Higher Degrees for Sisters(a) Effective immediately sisters in possessionhef
Masters Degree are eligible to receive the Pastévla®egree in accordance with the
implementation procedures previously forwarded (REJ-012-95). (b) Effective
Easter 1998 sisters in possession of the Past Masters Degriédaveligible to re-
ceive the Sir Knight Degree. Implementation proceduor the conferring of the Sir
Knight Degree on sisters will be forwarded in dineet [etc.}*°

At the 20" Convention, in October 2001, two Districts (Comipo®istrict No. 2, New York,
and Aurora District No. 2, England) proposed tolshahe Rose degree. Their motions were
referred to the Ritualistic Committee, which decdide abolish the Rose Degree at once and
to forbid the Districts to confer that degree aogder, which decision was unanimously ap-
proved by the Conventidfi® However, | was given to understand, that things ot as
straight forward as they may seem, since as lortheae are Sisters in certain Districts who
have received this degree legally, to prevent thbagrassing situation that a District Grand
Master would not have a degree which one of hislibate members does have, this degree
is conferred on him on entering into his office. &gesult this degree is not a completely his-
torical relic yet.

At the next Convention in 2004, the Grand Mastenadde L. Mills, in his opening address
stated:

We have witnessed the elevation of the SisterbddSir Knights Degree, and the in-
auguration of their Encampments. To complete thigstone in their journey | do
hereby decree that from hereon all Sisters who Isaveed for one term or more as
Eminent Commanders of their Encampments shall bav®ast Eminent Commander
Degree conferred on them on leaving that officetalle of that conferral will be
communicated to the Encampmefits.

This decision was confirmed by the Executive Corteriton December #02004, with the
instructions “that only District Grand Masters, \éeable Past Masters and Executive Grand
Councilors could attend conferring of [this] degoeesisters™®®

As to the actual historical development of thealgufor the women (including the “Court
of Esther” ritual and that for the Rose Degreegyetably, | cannot say anything at the mo-

199 etter with Ref. No. 19-032-96.

20«The Rose degree proposition; This matter was gotoein depth and at the end of discussions it sesded

that this degree be discontinued. Recommendatoat Tie rose degree be discontinued and that Chap-
ters/Districts cease to confer such degree onrsistde Most Worshipful Grand Master called a votethe
adoption of the Ritualistic Committee report. Thatevwas unanimous in favor of acceptance and amtopti
(Report of the 20 Triennial Convention held in Kingston Jamaica @28/10/2001; also the Dutch language
report about this Convention, pp. 23 and 29).

291 Mills 2004, 43/44.

202 Minutes of the meeting of the Executive Commité&rand Council of December 20th, 2004, p. 2.
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ment, since none of them has been made availalstetso far, so | could not compare them
to what may have been their possible sources.

4. Other Rituals

All masonic Orders and Friendly Societies havejdassinitiation rituals for one or more de-
grees, also other rituals, which are performediwtrde occasions. Hobsbawm reminds his
readers that

besides its financial function the Friendly So@sthad another, which is generally
forgotten: they were important centres of colleetiife, whose colour and ceremonial
was often at least as valued by the members asrtimgiey. ... in fact the ceremonial
side of Friendly Societies is always importafit.

On the whole the main enemy of “actual soundnesss the non-financial part of
Friendly Societies’ activity: feasts, beer, ritualsd the like. Their members clung te-
naciously to this, often in defiance of good adyiaefact which middle class well-
wishers could not understand. Very often the diffiee between a popular and an un-
popular society (or lodge) was that between théespor lodge) with plenty of cere-
monial and festivity, and the one without it; ewiough it might pay better benefits.
In a sense the last battle of the common peoplmstgéhe “cash nexus” and for the
old, medieval type of life was that for the mairgeoe of the Friendly Society feasts
and colours. However, the unsound societies grgdwuant bankrupt, the sound ones
survived, even though they maintained—as s commedsi public opinion—a fair
amount of colour and ritudf’

And Maltby confirms:

These early societies clung with great fondnesthéoannual feasts, and such occa-
sions were made opportunities for festivity. Uspdhere was a procession of all

members who attended Church in the morning, armt #fe service a dinner was pro-

vided in the society’s room, a sum of money beioted out of the funds of the soci-

ety to defray the cost§>

Apart from the procession, which is performed todeyy inside rather than towards the
church, Maltby’s description fits very well todaycelebration of St. John’s Day (on the Sun-
day nearest to 24 June, St. John the Baptist) dWBM’s Knight Templars Grand Christian
Encampments, as | withessed myself on SundayJde 2007 in London. Another occasion,
following the same kind of programme, is Mecharid@gy, which is each year celebrated by
all IUOM-members world-wide on the second SundaySeptember. It is defined as a
Thanksgiving Day, and intends to enhance the fgairunity within the Order. Whereas St.
John’s Day is the last meeting before the summealkhrMechanics Day starts the new work-
ing season. The “Logos Morning” is celebrated eithre Christmas day (25 December) early
in the morning (e.g. 5:00 — 7:00) or on Christmiaght) depending on whether the celebration
takes place in a tropical or a more northern couittut always at such a time that those pre-
sent have the opportunity to attend the servictheit church on Christmas morning after-
wards. It again follows the same general ordero€@edings.

The days of St. John the Baptist (celebrated omtimal day a lodge meets, nearest to 24
June) and St. John the Evangelist (celebrated gitine normal lodge meeting, nearest to 27

203 Hobsbawm 1957, 96.
204 Hobsbawm 1957, 97.
205 Maltby 1931, 40.
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December, in a way corresponditg the [IUOM Logos Morning) are also celebrated by
Freemasons in many countries, and in some thewilleehold a celebration of the start of the
new working season. But the rituals practised leyIthOM on these occasions seem less re-
lated to those in use among the Freemasons, dmse traditionally performed by English
Friendly Societies generally.

Quite different are the rituals at the occasiora dfineral (burial service) and at the occa-
sion of a commemoration of the dead (lodge of s@xrrdhe two are not the same, the first
being performed at the actual interment of a desbasember, the second from time to time
to remember those members who died in the precqmi#ngd. | was present at a burial ser-
vice at 29 and 30 March 2007 in Paramaribo (Sur@j)am description of which is given in
Appendix B. At first | got the impression that, bese | had seen nothing like it within Free-
masonry and because it seemed very old to me, ghtnrhave been preserved within the
IUOM since its earliest days. But then | realisédt the masonic funeral rituals | was famil-
iar with were mainly those in use in European cuential Grand Lodges. A scan of English

and American masonic funeral rituals showed, thattYOM ritual | had witnessed, is in fact
rather close to that in use in masonic Grand Lodgdbe USA today. Some, in my view,

striking similarities are summarised in the f

ollogitable:

“Burial Service”, in Murrow Masonic
Monitor and Ceremonies (Oklahoma)
19282%

Dede Oso and funeral of Bro. Paul Benja-
min Hildenberg, 29 & 30 March 2007,
Paramaribo.

... the Lodge service should never be omitt
and the burial service must not be given in
church, chapel or residence but always at t
grave and it must always be remembered {
outside of the Lodgeroom only the public o
funeral grand honors can be given.

Black or dark clothing, black hat, white
gloves, a plain white apron, black and whitg
crepe tied about the left arm, above the elb
and a sprig of evergreen on the left breast
should be worn. ... The officers of the Lodg
should wear their respective Jewels. Granc
Officers and Past Officers of Grand or
constituent Lodges should also wear their
official Jewels.

ethese rules were followed, except that no
avere worn.

heln general, during a funeral procession o
lthe IUOM, Brethren may wear a black hat.
rHowever, only members of the Executive
Committee of Grand Council and the Gran
Master may wear a ‘Top hat’, and in any
procession, no more than one person may
avear one.

When, at the end of the procession, the
gDistrict) Grand Master passes between th
Itwo rows formed by the members, to the
entrance of the church or the cemetery, all
members uncover their head.

hats

i

D

If the procession proceeds to the place of i
terment in automobiles ... On arrival within
suitable distance of the grave, the brethren
will alight, reform the procession, and marg
to the grave or vault.

nthis rule was obeyed: “Then all drove to th
aemetery. In front of the cemetery, but at
some distance from its entrance, we assen
bled again. ... This way we moved towards
entrance of the cemetery and from there to
grave.”

e

]_
the
the

The body is then carried directly to the foot
the grave ...

VAt the grave the crowd assembled. The cg
fin was lowered into the grave at once.”

—

Worshipful Master: Brethren, unite with me
in giving the funeral Grand Honors.

“... then the members of the [IUOM greeted
the deceased with “Grand Honors”, ... This
done by crossing the arms on the breast, lg

is
aft

over right, and the open palms of the hand

Ul

206 Anon. 1928.
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striking the shoulders; they are then raised
above the head, the palms striking each other
and then made to fall sharply on the tights
with the head bowed. ...”

The brethren march in solemn procession | “All members where then invited to place the
around the grave and as each comes to theevergreen in the grave ...”
head of it, he deposits his evergreen; or the
procession may be omitted and the brethren
step forward and deposit the evergreen.

Worshipful Master: Brother Marshal, reform“The lodge members went back to the lodge
the procession, and we will return to the | building in order to close the lodge ritually.’
Lodgeroom.

After returning to the Lodgeroom the ...
Lodge must then be closed in ancient form

The American masonic funeral ritual of 1928 is appty based on an older English version:
“The Ceremony Observed at Funerals, According @oAhcient Custom”, “drawn up by Rev.
Bro. Albert Case in 1843°" and published in Albert Mackeylsexicon of Freemasonfy®
Whole sections of spoken text are identical in kbt English 1843 and the American 1928
ritual, and their structure is the same as welk Tost striking difference, in fact, is that in
the English version the “Grand Honours” are lackimgtead, “honours are given” during the
part of the ceremony which takes place in the ledgen, before the actual burial ritual at the
grave, but it is not stated what this means. In, il “Grand Honours” of the American ver-
sion are rather similar to the sign of the Enghsitient’s version of the degree of a Master
Mason:

The Master’s Clap is by holding both hands abouwar ydead, and striking upon your
Apron, and both Feet going at the same Time readyake the Floor down; this they
call the grand Sign of a Master Mason. They give ®easons for this Sigwjz
When they saw their Mastétiram lye dead, they lifted up their Hands in a Surprize
and said, O Lord, my God!?%?

What remained of it in the ritual of the “United @d Lodge of England” of 1816 is since
then called the “sign of joy and exultation, likeeicalled the grand and royal signto.rg@ise
both hands over your head and exclaim O Worthy Ms&b*'° but no English mason would
ever make one of the official signs of any degregside an “open lodge” in a properly
guarded lodge-room. However, American Freemasamnot based on the English form of
the United Grand Lodge, but on that of the Antiefitse “Grand Honours” of the IUOM rit-
ual may thus well represent the same sign as wasenfor the Master Mason’s degree in
American lodges in the ¥8and 18' centuries. It should be noted, that this last $igalso
linked to seeing a dead Brother (Master Hiram).

All in all, I would now be inclined to assume tithé IUOM burial ritual of today is in fact
based upon a masonic example which is specifiéathgrican (though in its turn based on an
English one from 1843). This means that it was nlisty adopted first by the American
District Grand Lodges of the IUOM which were formedm 1910 onwards, and then—after
the seat of the Order had been transferred to Nevk ¥h 1941—prescribed for all of the

207 Anon. 1942, 42.
208 Case 1843.

209 Anon. 1760, 66.
219 Carlile 1825, 123.
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IUOM. Of course this does not mean that the IUOMuldanot have practised burial rituals
before 1941, on the contrary. Such rituals are ajibe standard activities of Friendly Socie-
ties generally for as long as these are known uthieior any older name. But whatever form
had been in use before was replaced by the Amefaram as soon as the seat of the Order
was moved to New York. We have seen already tlsindar change was made at the same
time in the ritual for the Masters’ degree. It ssetiman that the complaints of a number of
District Grand Lodges that the new government ef@rder did not respect their traditions is
not without a factual basis.
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Chapter IV: Ritual Dynamics in the IUOM

When we now look back at the results of this redegroject, it is clear that the case study of
the IUOM confirms my expectati6étt that here too | would find the ritual praxis to tighly
flexible, despite the emic understanding of thirals having ever been the same. It supports
therefore the new thesis that ritual dynamics ésgbneral case, whereas static rituals are the
exception.

It can be confirmed as well, that, as also the Maats themselves assume, transfer of
rituals and elements of rituals from the Freemasorise Mechanics took place. As was to be
expected according to the theory which we have Idpee about transfer of ritud? such
transfer never left the rituals concerned compjeteichanged, though in some cases, such as
the ritual of the first degree as transferred bibdafrom the IUOSM to the IUOM in 1887
and the ritual of the ‘Knight Templar degree ansferred by him in the same year from its
masonic publication by Carlile, it is in fact as&iting how closely the copy matches the
original. In the last case this could be verifigddirect comparison of the two texts, whereas
the first case was confirmed by comparing the ritnd& albot 1887 with that of the [IUOSM
from 1978.

It was regrettably not possible to locate ritualgh® Mechanics from before those pub-
lished by Talbot in 1887 and thus it was not pdssdither to find out what had changed or
not when the first transfer of rituals from the émeasons to the Mechanics took place. How-
ever, what could be deduced from the availablecasuis that already in 1833 the Mechanics
had replaced the second degree (Fellow Craft)@hthsonic system of three degrees, which
had been established ca. 1785by four degrees, thus turning their system inte of six
degrees. Furthermore, by analysing those textshaire not demonstrably of #@entury
origin, it turned out that these were partly boreafrom Prichard’s ritual from 1730, partly
represented the “third tradition” in ¥&entury Freemasonry, and also showed a large propo
tion of allusions to Biblical texts, without memntiog that quoting was involved. All three of
these aspects clearly pototthe direction of 18 century masonic origins of these ritual texts.
Whether these texts were borrowed by the Mechdniecs masonic sources already in the
18" century, or only in the dcentury but from masonic sources which had presethem
since the 18 century, can, on the basis of the evidence cuyrengilable, not be decided. It
is also not possible on this basis to decide ifalhesions found in the rituals of the Mechanics
were conscientiously included or just came unndtiwéh the masonic texts borrowed. What
can be said, however, is that today the Mechamemsnuch more acquainted with Biblical
texts than modern Freemasons. It is thus posdialethey still do recognise such implicit
guotations, whereas modern Freemasons generallyatoomore. This is all the more aston-
ishing, since the Freemasons always were, andastilbn average, from a higher social class
than the average Mechanics, who still largely séerhe working class people. In the™8
century it were precisely the highest educated leeapo knew their Bible sufficiently well
to be able to build these allusions into the masoituials, who would be able to recognise
them. Today the situation seems to be the otherraayd.

If we ask for the circumstances which may have edubke changes induced into the ritual
system borrowed by the Mechanics from the Freensmsen again the small amount of
sources available at the moment makes it veryadiffito give clear answers. For example,
what caused the Mechanics to replace the masocondealegree by four degrees? One could

21| anger, Luddeckens, Radde & Snoek 2006.
22| anger, Luddeckens, Radde & Snoek 2006.
13 Snoek 2002.
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imagine that someone with a somewhat better edurctlian the average Mechanic in the late
18" or early 18' century may have thought that for the rather sinfplk which made up the
Mechanics, the step from Apprentice to Master veas lig to be mediated by one degree
only. When we look at the current rituals of thetsyn, however, there is in fact not so much
difference between those for the first and thehsdegree, which may seem to argue against
this assumption. But the larger part of the currénal for the first degree seems to have been
introduced for the IUOM by Talbot only in 1887, whiee seems to have borrowed it from the
IUOSM. It is therefore quite likely that before IBthe ritual for the first degree in use in the
IUOM was much simpler; in fact it may have beerselto the very simple ritual in use in the
FUOM (see Appendix A). If that were the case, tlfaa explanation may be valid, but there
is not enough evidence available to be sure albout i

Moreover, it is not the only possible explanatidhe degrees 1 to 5 are concerned with
significant Biblical stories, in a way known frommet “third tradition” in Freemasonry as well,
told in Biblical chronological order: the first deg is associated with the story of the crea-
tion, the second with that about Moses and thedlmgjl of the tabernacle, the third with that
about Joshua and the people of Israel entering’theised Land, the fourth and fifth with
that about Solomon and the building of his templed then in the fifth degree the “five
points of Fellowship”—known in Freemasonry in thegcee which was originally called
“Master Mason or Fellow of the Craft”, but latercaene the degree of a “Master Mason™—
are associated to these five degrees, which imdbslc context makes much sense. In other
words, the degrees 2 to 5 seem to have been cotestrioy someone with great ritual compe-
tence, who may have created precisely this numbdegrees for the sake of emulating the
“five points of Fellowship”. What remains is th&tig change from one to four Fellow Craft
degrees demonstrates the complete independendee dfiéchanics from the Freemasons.
They apparently neither expected nor had the aombit be recognised as Freemasons by the
Freemasons, even though they practised a ritutdraywithin the same tradition.

When Talbot introduces new ritual material in 18&@, are in a slightly better situation to
judge the contextudhctors which may have required this. In 1875 a Rewndly Societies
Act had been introduced and three years laterllidM registered for the first time under that
act. Since almost half of the members were ag#instaction, a large part of the Order broke
away around 1877. Those District Grand Lodges wheldle themselves independent of the
IUOM were in the possession of the same ritualiticad and thus they were in a way all in
concurrency, not distinguishing themselves mucmfeach other. One can easily understand
that an extension of that ritual system with a megree—the Knight Templar degree—could
be an advantage in attracting new members andnmokgtrating the superiority of the [IUOM
over the other Mechanics Orders. Regrettably, tmeptete absence of documentation relat-
ing to this phenomenon, which could have confirrtted hypothesis, turns this for the mo-
ment also into no more than a theory, but at lgdsas the virtue of being a rather obvious
one.

The influence of migration on the rituals of theQM is most visible in the case of the ex-
pansion of the IUOM to the USA and 30 years laterlQ41) the transfer of the seat of the
Order from England to New York. Soon after thahsfer, new versions of both the ritual for
the degree of a Master Mechanic and that for aabuvere prescribed world wide by the
Grand Council, both based on the masonic rituaisain the United States. These must have
been adopted by the [IUOM District Grand Lodges Whiere founded in the USA from 1910
onwards (migration), and by them prescribed forwiele of the IUOM as soon as they re-
ceived the power to do so. That last step was nbtdatended by the newly installed Grand
Council in order to, on the one hand, create attime of war and thus insecurity one strong
united Order with one and the same ritual systemdibg all its members together, and on the
other to demonstrate its power. Still many yeater IRistrict Grand Lodges complained about
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this authoritarian behaviour and sometimes evekebeway because of4t? But at the time

it occurred the circumstances explain clearly whyas done. It makes, however, visible in
what way and to what extent the exposure of theNMUJO the masonic ritual practice in the
USA had influenced the rituals practised by the Maucs there during the previous three
decades. With respect to the ritual(s) for womem ¥assall tells: “when the present Grand
Council [i.e. in New York] assumed control of thed@r [i.e. in 1941], it rued the lack of uni-
formity, and prepared a Chapter ritual, which isvjoe. in 1950] the only one approved and
authorized for women®'® And also the extension of the Rite with anothegrde—the Royal
Arch, well established within USA Freemasonry toeesss to have taken place around this
time. Similar to the situation in 1887 this may Wedve been to make the IUOM more attrac-
tive to those District Grand Lodges that now hadiégide whether or not to join the new
Grand Council in New York. If that was the motivken that also explains why this degree,
which within Freemasonry is a prerequisite for Kreght Templar degree, was in the IUOM
placed at the summit of the system in use at timeg. t

As to how far the new (District Grand) Lodges whieére founded in Europe (in England
in 1957 and in The Netherlands in 1973) have adapty of the IUOM Rituals to the local
situation, | was not able to find out yet.

The development of the rituals for Women is a claample of ritual transfer in its own
right. As in a number of other Orders, at firstytlieceived rituals deviant from those for the
men (such as the “Court of Esther” ritual and tlusé&kdegree, both no doubt built up from
rites taken from different traditions), but in tbeurse of time these were removed again and
replaced by the male rituals. Their getting actesall the degrees of the IUOM Rite is a not
yet completed process. On the basis of what casebe in other Orders, | would be inclined
to expect that at some point in the future, the wonm the [UOM too will start to fight for
the right to have rituals of their own, not madentwn, but by the women themselves.

In summary, even the restricted material to whidmave access at the moment shows
clearly how dynamic the ritual praxis of the IUOMshbeen throughout its history. Ritual is
time and again transferred from Freemasonry (anthéncase of the early rituals for the
women, probably from other Orders, such as Forested Eastern Star, as well) to the Me-
chanics, crossing the borders of social stratantt®s and gender, and important extensions
of the Rite seem to coincide with critical phaseghe history of the Order, such as those
caused by the first registration as a Friendly &yan 1878 and the transfer of the seat of the
Order in 1941. Also within “Mechanism”, transferoffexample from the IUOSM to the
IUOM in 1887) and development (such as the charme bne to four Fellow Craft degrees,
or the replacement of the special rituals for worbgthe normal male ones) can be observed.
And these are only the “macro” changes. At a loleeel, the reports of the triennial confer-
ences witness to permanent adjustments of thdsitodhe demands of the time concerned.

24 1n order to be fair one has to point out as wedittthe New York based Grand Council also in soespect
was and is more democratic than the English onébbad since the Order became an internationalroa877,

since the English Grand Council was composed offitstrict Grand Masters of the English District Gda
Lodges only (the rest of the Order being refermedd the ‘Foreign Section’, which was not represeiiity any-
one), whereas the New York based Grand Councibisposed of all the District Grand Masters in theldio
(King 1997, 5).

#>yvassall 1950, 7 [1964, 8].

68



Appendices

Appendix A. Ritual of the Friendly United Order dflechanics

[The Free and Independent United Order of Mechaimicthe archives of which this ritual was foundu(@bria
Record Office (Kendal), WDB/125 acc 2647), was atad in 1951. Also, this ritual is very differdndtm that
used today by the IUOM. Therefore, it seems thattéixt of this ritual may be included in a publioatwithout
embarrassing anyone.

This booklet has no title page or other indicatidrits author, place or date of publication, omper. Its type,
however, suggests the last quarter of tH& dgntury. The text has only 8 pages.]

FREE and=RIENDLY UNITED ORDER OF
MECHANICS 216

Ceremony of opening a Lodge.
The officers being assembled, the L.P. gives twaokg) which is
answered by the V.P.’s one.

L.P. Brother Vice President, is the lodge duly tiled?

V.P.Lodge President, the lodge is duly tiled.

L.P. Brother Officers, assist me to open the lodgedecency and order, by invoking a
blessing.

Prayer.

A LmiGHTY Gop, who orderest all things both in Heaven and Eantld, makest men to be of
one mind in a house, be gracious unto us, we phee,Twhilst assembled together this eve-
ning. May the spirit of union, fidelity, and brotihelove animate and possess us. Guide us in
our deliberations for the relief of the Sick andatiled members of our body, and do Thou
look mercifully upon them, that they may look toeehfor that spiritual strength and comfort
which Thou alone canst give. Bless and prosperdhignstitution, and assist us in all things
with Thy Mercy and grace. This we ask for Chrisiéke Amen
L.P. 1 declare this lodge duly opened.

Initiation of a Candidate.
The lodge being duly opened, the Candidate is a@édnihto the lodge-room, and the Sen-
ior Deacon asks him the following questions:—
1. What is your name and age?

2
2. Have you a Medical Certificate?
3. Do you voluntarily offer yourself as a Candidatainfluenced by any improper mo-
tives?

Which being satisfactorily answered, the Seniorddeathen introduces him as a Candidate
who has been duly proposed and approved, is psopeepbared, and wishful to become a
brother.
L.P. Mr. , | acknowledge you as a Candidate, duly proposédapproved; it is there-
fore necessary that you hear the

2% pencil, the word “Friendly” was crossed out aaglaced by “Free and”.
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Qualification.
Necessary to become a Member of the Friendly Urdtetdr of
Mechanics.

It is requisite that you believe in God and in tBespel of His Son Jesus Christ, as re-
vealed in His Word. It is expected of you to bedotip those set over you, faithful to those
your equals, and kind and considerate to thosedtery@u. By your example and endeavour
you are to promote harmony, truth, and disciplinghis our Order. You are to be sober,
chaste, and honest: to lend a friendly hand, awne gicheering word to any brother member
whom you may see or know in need of it; and youtar@o your best to commend our Order,
and, by its influence and advantage, to induce nbafyin it.

L.P.Is it your desire to conform to this Qualificatibn

Candidatelt is my desire.

L.P. Will you solemnly and sincerely declare that yoili elways conceal, and never re-
veal, in any manner or form whatever, any of theets of the F.U.O.M. which at any time
may be communicated to you, except to a true antlildorother or brothers; and not even to
him, or them, unless you be authorized so to dtheyproper authorities of the F.U.O.M. And
further, that you will not give, lend, or in anyher manner improperly dispose of, or improp-
erly appropriate any book, writing, or other docutner thing of a secret nature, of or belong-
ing to the said Order, that may in anywise come ydur possession, or cause or suffer the
same to be done if it lies in your power to preventhat you

3

now become a United Mechanic without, fear, bribenycorruption; and that you will ob-
serve and abide by all rules, laws, and orders enfiadthe government of this Institution; and
that you will not open, or cause to be opened,eoptesent at the opening of any lodge, with-
out proper authority from the F.U.O.M.

Candidate All these several points | solemnly and sincemddglare to observe, without
evasion, equivocation, or mental reservation oflang.

L.P. to the Candidatd now declare you to be a Member of the Frierdhited Order of
Mechanics.

The newly-initiated Brother now receives from thie.lthe Pass-
word and other requisites.

Ceremony of Closing a Lodge.
TheL.P. gives two knocks, and tveP. one.
L.P. Vice President, is true lodge duly tiled?
V.P.Lodge President, the lodge is duly tiled.
L.P. Brother Officers, assist me to close the lodge.

Prayer.

MosT Gracious Godaccept, we pray Thee, our thanks for all Thine umered and unde-

served blessings. Pardon and do away with our naadygrievous sins, failings, and trans-
gressions. Give to each of us the spirit of repedafaith, and love. Lead us by Thy Provi-
dence at all times, and especially protect usenhibur of danger; minister to us in the hour of
sickness or infirmity, and be with us, by Thy Spim the lonesome valley of death. Encour-
age and guide each in our several duties to oullié&@nto ourselves, and to Thee. May true
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religion be our desire, and the practice of it endeavour. Grant this, O God, we beseech
Thee, for the sake of Thy dear Son Jesus Christana. Amen
L.P. I declare this lodge duly closed.

4

L.P.’s Declaration.

I, A. B, do solemnly and sincerely declare that | am nadenLodge President for any pri-
vate emolument or advantage, other than the lodgelfare and prosperity; and that | will, to
the utmost of my ability, act in strict conformityith the General and other Rules made for
the government of the F.U.O. of Mechanics; and thaill use my best endeavours to keep
proper order, and maintain sobriety in the lodgad that | will not initiate any person into
the Order but in a regular and duly formed lodgel aot even then unless | am satisfied that
he is a person of good character and of properagethat | will deliver up all books, writ-
ings, papers, and other things belonging to theé Gader, when | am requested to do so by
my successor or by the proper authorities of thie®. of Mechanics.

Officers’ Declaration.

L.P. Brother Officers,—Do you solemnly and sincerelgldee that you are not now made
Officers of this lodge for any private emolumentaolvantage other than the lodge’s welfare
and prosperity; and that you will, to the utmostyotir ability, act in strict conformity to the
General and other Rules made for the governmetiteof-.U.O. of Mechanics; and that you
will assist the L.P. to keep proper order in thégle, likewise to govern and conduct the same,
in your several capacities, to the best of yourgéw

Officers This we acknowledge to be our solemn declaration.

Address
After the Funeral Service, whilst yet at the gra¥a deceased
Brother.
To be read by the.P. or, in his absence, by théP.
BROTHERS ALL—The religious service has now closed over the mesnaf what was once our
brother. United to us in the Order to which we begloour influence with him we now fain
would trust was for his good, both for time and for

5
eternity. If we have comforted and encouraged mrthe path of duty, honesty, and sobriety,
now is our time of recompense, in the thankfulifegd with which we can regard the past,
and in the feelings of gratitude with which hisateles may now regard us. Still more; if we,
by our influence and example, led him to numberdaigs so as “to apply his heart unto wis-
dom,” to seek for reconciliation, peace, and haggsnin Christ, so as to be thereby prepared
for this his great last change; then think, brahef the recompense awaiting us hereafter,
declared by Daniel, “They that turn many to rightsaess shall shine as the stars for ever and
ever;” think of the bliss that must now be histhis be so with him; and think of the joy and
satisfaction that must fill the hearts of thosehlas left behind, giving them comfort in their
hour of sorrow, and obtaining for ourselves an egxanthat it would be well for us to follow.
All this, and our own feelings at this time, tedl that our Order can be made a means of much
and lasting good. The higher our aim in view, theep our motive, and the more persevering
and unselfish our endeavour; the more favorablyout Order be regarded, the more numer-
ous will be our members, and the more blessed,bsilbur efforts. Nothing but pure religion
will avail any of us in the hour of death. Let thtten, enter into the composition of our be-
ing; let us not be ashamed of professing it befoem; and whilst we ourselves seek in our
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Order to secure for ourselves a provision in tihsickness or debility, let us not be forgetful,
but mindful, of that higher provision that is nesay for the life to come. The duty we are
now performing should teach us this; and what,! al@sare often taught, let us not be slow to
learn. Truly, may we all unite in giving utterantmethis wish, “Let me die the death of the
righteous, and let my last end be like his.” Amen.

6
Explanation of Lodge Emblems.

THE BIBLE = Our rule of Faith and Practice.
JacoB’sLADDER = IMMANUEL, or cobwith us.

THE TWELVE STONES= The Foundation of our Faith.

THE COFFIN, SKULL , AND X BONES= Sin, Death, and the Grave.
THE CIRCLE = Perfection, Eternity, Heaven.

THE SEVEN STARS = Order, system, completeness.

THE HOUR-GLASS= The passage of Time.

THE 244NCH GUAGE [= GAUGE] = The Day and its proper duties.
MORNING STAR = Early life.

CANDLESTICK = Example, light, imitation.

A LamB = Meekness, gentleness, simplicity.

A DoVE = Sincerity, truth, peace.

WHITE = Innocence, purity, uprightness.

THE SWORD = Justice, judgment, equity.

THE FLAG = The rallying point of the Order.

THE HAND AND HEART = Union, brotherhood, charity.
SQUARE AND CoMPASs= Discipline, economy, care.
TERRESTRIALGLOBE } = Universal Law.

CELESTIAL GLOBE  }

THE ARCH= Mutual dependence and support.

THE SUN AND MOON= The Senior Officers.

THE CROSSKEYS= The Treasurer’s badge.

RoLL AND CROSSPENS= The Secretary’s badge.

THE WHITE WAND = Staff of Office.

THE FIVE POINTS = The five emblems of Fellowship.
HAND TO HAND = Brotherly help, counsel, and sympathy.
FooT ToFoOT = Activity, firmness, and faithfulness.
KNEE TOKNEE = Humility, prayer, and gratitude.

BREAST TOBREAST= Secresy, honesty, watchfulness.
HAND TO BACK = Friendship, support, defence.

7

Order of Festival Processions.
[See the image below.]

8

Order of Funeral Processions.
[See the image below.]
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Order of Festival Processions.

) Band of Music.

Swordsman Swordsman.
Colour Carrier, Colour Carrier.
L.P. V.P.
‘White Wand. Dispensation. ‘White Wand.
Ladder.

Square and Compass. TeE BIBLE. Square and Compass.
Candlestick. Candlestick.
Candlestick.

Seven Stars. Five Points,

12 Stones.

Dove. Morning Star.
Guage.

Terrestrial Globe. Globe, Celestial.
Arch.
Hand and Heart. Hand and Heart.
Lamb.
A Brother. ‘ A Brother.
Tiler,

Order of Funeral Processions.

Band, with muffied drums.

Two Swordsmen.

White Wand. White Wand.

The Brethren out of office

(Two and two).

Square and Compass, 'Square and Compass.
Candlestick. ‘

Candlestick, Candlestick.

Tae Brere.

White Wand. White Wand.

Dispensation.
Treasurer. S ecrefaryA
S.D. J.D.

L.P. V.P.

White |1 pan Pall 1 White
2 Corpse. -2
‘Wands. {3 DBearers. . Bearers. 3l Wands.

Relatives and Friends
(Two and two). .
White Wand. White Wand.

' Tiler,
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Appendix B. Funeral Ritual

“Dede Oso0” and funeral of Bro. Paul Benjamin Hilderberg, 29 & 30 March 2007,
Paramaribo.

On Monday, March 19, the IUOM Lodge “Volharding No. 6" celebrated 85 year jubilee.

| was asked to give, together with the Surinam Hiee Grand Councillor Jack Uden (my
contact person in Suriname), the speech of thgaayhe historical development of the rela-
tion between the Church and such Orders as thenfasans and the Mechanics).

At this occasion, Bro. Paul Hildenberg, 80 year} alas present as well. He had been an
active member of “Volharding No. 6” most of hiselifhad then moved to The Netherlands,
but was in his beloved fatherland Suriname fors#t it the time.

The lodge room was packed with visitors: the ExgeuGrand Councillor (representative
of the Order); the Grand Masters, Past Grand Masted other Grand Officers of the first
and second Suriname District Grand Lodges [or Grangsdictions]; representatives of the
individual lodges of these two districts; represgéimes of other Orders (Freemasonry, the
Foresters, AMORC); and the members of the celelgdbodge itself. (NB! Jack Uden esti-
mated that the IUOM has ca. 750 to 1000 membe&uirimame.) As a result, the condition of
the air grew worse as the evening went on, ancetbame a point—towards the end of the
evening—at which Bro. Hildenberg felt unwell. Se, left the room and did not return. How-
ever, he did not go home, and when the officiat pas over and the eating and drinking in
the garden began, he was there again and obvieaghyed it until past midnight (the feast
went on till at least 2:30 in the morning, the tifeft).

Two days later (March 29, Bro. Hildenberg died. Since he had always waideoe bur-
ied in Suriname and have a IUOM funeral, and spae of his family lived in The Nether-
lands and had to come over for the occasion, theréd ceremonies did not start before
Thursday, March 28

That evening from 19:00 onwards was the “Dede O$b& body was present in the fore-
court of the lodge building, a large room with #atarge doors to the street, which were usu-
ally open to let in fresh air. It was put on icenmas told) in a preliminary coffin and covered,
first with white cloth, and on top of that the banwf the lodge (a large, dark blue velvet one
with gold embroidery) so that one could not seebtbay, but the orientation of the text on the
banner made clear on what side the head was. Rodies on large candlesticks were placed
at the four corners. It was placed in such a whgt, twhen one entered from the outside
through the central door, one was in front of tigitrside of the body. At the sides of the
head and the feet of the body, thus at the posdfahe other two entry doors, were seats (I
guess about 10 rows of 15 seats on each side)sahbiiaf which were soon occupied. The
women were dressed predominantly in white, andriba in black trousers and white shirts.
In the first row at the side of the head was thmilfig of which especially one daughter wept
frequently. (His wife had died before him.) At tbpposite side, against the wall, was a table
with two members of the lodge who were in chargsudlly, they would either announce
which song from the booklet (with about 100 sorgsaf Dede Oso) which was laid out on the
seats, was to be sung, or they would just stasin a song which was not in the booklet, and
the others present would join in at once. All somgse classical Protestant Church songs,
either in Dutch (the official language of Surinanee)n “Sranan tongo” (in earlier times also
called “Negro English”), the language of the “ne@eeoles”, the section of the population to
which most of the members of the [IUOM in Surinarehg.

| arrived at ca. 20:00 and was put on the “rightles(i.e. opposite the family) in the first
row. That row was reserved for guests of honour.Z1a80 President Venetiaan of Suriname
arrived with some Ministers, who were also puthe same row. The reason for their visit
was that one of the sons of Bro. Hildenberg is ainthe Ministers in the government of Suri-
name, and his father had been a quite prominentbmeaf the Surinam community as well.

74



From 22:00 to 23:00 there was a break in the sggiuring which most people present
left the forecourt and went either on the streghdhe garden. Drinks, starting with coffee &
tea, and food were served during this break. Tlogl,feaalled heri-heri, consisted of “earth
fruits” only, i.e. fruits which do not grow on trgesome of them cooked. It was served on
plates, presented on trays, and covered with vdheets (“so that the dead cannot put their
fingers into the food”).

At 23:00 precisely the singing began again. Itddsintil midnight, at which point the offi-
cial part came to an end. Sugared peanuts andgsasire distributed and either eaten on the
spot or taken home. Some people stayed, possiltilydamn.

| was told that the next morning, the corpse washsd by the members of the corpse
washers corporation of the [IUOM in Suriname. It wlesssed in its best clothes and put in its
final coffin. This white coffin was then (now opeplaced upon a bier at the same position as
the previous evening, again surrounded by the dandles.

| was told that at 14:30 the lodge was openedh@nldadge room) and a ritual performed. In
parallel, at 15:00 a church service was performeithé forecourt, the minister standing to the
“left” wall (i.e. at the side of the head of thergse). | arrived at about 15:15 and was again
put on the “right” side. The people present wersded as the evening before, except that the
men were wearing also a black jacket and tie. Membgthe Order were all (males and fe-
males) dressed in black with black ties, a whiteoa@nd white gloves with a sprig of ever-
green (representing acacia) on the left breast.sEinéce consisted mainly of singing, pray-
ing, and a sermon. A special song booklet had pegpared for the occasion, and was put out
on the seats. Again President Venetiaan and sevenaters were present. At ca. 16:00 the
minister who had led the service handed over toMhbster of the lodge, who had, together
with the other Brethren, emerged from the lodgenro8everal speeches were given, a.o. by
the Exececutive Grand Councillor, the Master of ltdage, and the son of Bro. Hildenberg.
Then something took place which | could not seeabse the members of the lodge formed a
closed circle around the coffin. The Exececutivar@rCouncillor, Bro. Uden, was given the
honour to clothe the brother for the last time wiib regalia of his highest degree being the
sash of gold, since the brother was a Royal Arcmbez. Before doing that Bro. Uden on
behalf of the most worshipful Grandmaster of th©MN said a few words of encouragement
to the members and the family of Bro. Hildenberlge Tnembers of the lodge then perambu-
lated the coffin. All present also walked around ¢loffin, and most went outside. The hearse
which was to bring the coffin to the cemetery ndaos before the lodge building. Then a
small group (I assume the family, but | also redsgh several lodge members) put the lid on
the coffin, and it seemed to me that all parti@pdain screwing the screws which fixed it. Six
men (members) then took the coffin and carrietirgée times anti-clockwise around the bier,
and then outside and into the hearse. The heaose tiv the other side of the street, and the
flags (which had been at half-mast) were run update the deceased. Then all drove to the
cemetery.

In front of the cemetery, but at some distance fitsrentrance, we assembled again. It
started raining now. There was a brass band, asased group of undertakers, clothed in
black with black hats and a blue/white shawl ovee shoulder. Eight of those took the bier
with the coffin on their shoulders while one witlslaort staff, curved at the end, guided and
directed them. The brass band started to playtandrdertakers more or less danced with the
coffin (see the two pictures in T. Fey (ed.), p), @bing in anything but a straight line to-
wards the cemetery: their route would curve, gklzabit, even turn full circle, and then con-
tinue again (which reminded me of descriptionsaddoo funerals, where the same is done in
order that the deceased may not be able to finadvAisback home). In this way we moved
towards the entrance of the cemetery and from tioetfee grave.
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At the grave the crowd assembled, mostly with utldseThe coffin was lowered into the
grave at once. These graves are cellar gravesenptdeep, and reaching about half a meter
above the ground. The minister spoke and prayedl then the members of the IUOM
greeted the deceased with “Grand Honors”, five sinfier ordinary members — so called blue
degrees — it i8 times; for Sir Knights and higher it is 5 timexldor Grand Officers 7 times.
This is done by crossing the arms on the breatpler right, and the open palms of the
hands striking the shoulders; they are then rassule the head, the palms striking each
other and then made to fall sharply on the thigith the head bowed. While the honors are
being given the last time the following words aseds when the arms are crossed on the
breast: “We cherish his memory here” when the hawdsextended above the head looking
up high: “We commend his spirit to God who gaveatid when the hands are extended to-
wards the ground over the grave: “And consign bidytto the earth!”

All members were then invited to place the evengreethe grave while a Grand Officer
explained the reason for that: holding up the enesng he said: this is an emblem of our faith
in the immortality of the soul; by this we are rewhed of our high and glorious destiny be-
yond the world of shadows.

That done it was about 18:00. The guests (and vest wome, but the lodge members
went back to the lodge building in order to clobe todge ritually. Presumably they went
home at about 18:30 to 19:00. Thus, the whole cengthtook about 24 hours.
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