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Rezension Raphaela Hemetsberger

Two Cities. Two Women: Christine de Pizan and Irena Lagator Pejovié¢

How can you approach a text that combines unique women, different cities and a time span of around
600 years? The art theorist and conceptual artist Misko Suvakovié asked himself this question when he
wrote the introductory reflections to the newly published book by Monika Leisch-Kiesl. Initially, he
tries to find an approach using the concepts of transtemporality, transculturality and transindividuality,
which ultimately leads to a narrative quest. Suvakovié wants to solve this puzzle, an emerging rebus

map.

Which traces are collected, transmitted, filed and archived? Who are the heroines of this story?
Contemporary artist Irena Lagator Pejovi¢ lives and works in Cetinje and Podgorica. Art historian
Monika Leisch-Kiesl teaches in Linz and conducts research in Basel. At the court of Burgundy in Paris,
during the 14th and 15th centuries, the poet and court scribe Christine de Pizan wrote the book Le livre
de la cité des dames.' Misko Suvakovié¢ describes the beginning of a journey into various topoi. It is

about cities and books that inevitably link the destinies of the artist, the writer and the historian.

In the main section, Monika Leisch-Kiesl talks about her first encounter with Irena at the Catholic
Private University in Linz. At the time, the art historian was working on a text about Le livre de la cité
des dames.? Even at first glance, she saw many parallels and silent references between the two women,
Irena and Christine. In order to make the topic clearer to the reader, Leisch-Kiesl talks briefly about
Christine de Pizan's biography and explains the content of her famous book about the city of women.
The main character is Christine herself, who is accompanied on her journey by three other women. Dame
Rectitude, Dame Justice and Dame Raison are presented in the text and in multi-layered miniatures in
the medieval book. Pizan created a three-part work. Dame Raison lays the foundations for the future
city of women. The other chapters describe how Christine's city is built stone by stone, how the inner
structure is realised, right down to the battlements and towers. Who moved into the city? Numerous

female figures from the Bible, mythology and history are the new inhabitants of this cité.

The artwork ‘Knowledge of the Limited Responsibility Society’ by Irena Lagator Pejovi¢ visualizes a
city of books. Books of different sizes bound in black linen are grouped together like buildings. Some
are small and compact, others are more like detached houses or tower blocks. The artist has placed them
in such a way that the viewer has a bird's eye view of the work. Leisch-Kiesl notes that there are no
covers and no engraving on the spine. You would think blank paper would fill the empty covers. But in

fact there are original receipts inside the book, a testimony to our capitalist world. Reading and acting,

! De Pizan, Christine / Zimmermann, Margarete (Hg.): Das Buch von der Stadt der Frauen, Berlin 2024,
2 Leisch-Kiesl, Monika: Die Dame Vernunft und das Schreiben von Geschichte. Christine de Pizans, Baden-Baden
2021.

1



Rezension Raphaela Hemetsberger

the world of books and the world of politics, are decidedly intertwined.? With her work, Irena appeals
to the responsibility of our society. In Pizan and Pejovic's work, urban planning takes on a metaphorical
character in the midst of gender and economic debates. In both works, the viewer becomes part of the

(book) city.

Finally, Elke Krasny, cultural theorist and curator, writes about the concept of responsibility, which is
characterized by Irena Lagator Pejovi¢ in this publication. It is about the connection between the deep
questioning of the artist and the writer. How are social/cultural conditions of cities and their economic
regimes connected with definitive places on a map of a country/city? These places can also be places of

history.

In “Two Cities’, one experiences women seeking an answer and opening up questions. This discourse
becomes a narrative experience throughout the book. It is an exploration of people and places that one
would not expect at first glance. In the end, readers can only decide for themselves whether the rebus

card has been solved and what message has been conveyed.

3 Leisch-Kiesl, Monika: Two Cities. An aesthetic approach to ethical responsibility. A comperative study of
selected works by Irena Lagator Pejovi¢ and Christine de Pizan, 2024.
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