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07) angurinnu® — The term angurinnu denotes a metal object whose precise meaning is unknown in dictionaries
(AHw, p. 51: “ein Metallggst.”; CAD A/2, p. 118: “a metal household object”; CDA, p. 17: “a metal object™). The
purpose of this note is to review and, as far as possible, update the information provided by AHw, CAD, and CDA on
this term with regard to the second millennium B.C.

Babylonia: the inventory EA 13 from Babylonia, belonging to the Amarna archive”, mentions an “angurinnu of
bronze” (an-gu-ri-in-nu zabar; compiled in AHw and CAD).

Mittani: the term is mentioned in two inventories of gifts from King Tusratta found in Amarna (compiled in AHw
and CAD): a) EA 22:1V 24: 10 $u an-gus-ri-in-nu zabar “10 sets(?) of angurinnu, of bronze”; b) EA 25111 15: the
copy by L. Abel® and the transcription by J. A. Knudtzon® read an-gur-i-in-nu, a reading resumed in AHw (an-gur-i-
in-nu kaspi) and in CAD A/2 (2 3u an-gur-i-in-nu kibabbar). But, as shown in the copy by O. Schroeder” and noted
by W. L. Moran®, the correct reading is an-gur-bi-in-nu"; EA 25:1V 61: 10 3u an-gus-ri-iin-nu....

Ashur; a MA administrative text, published by N. Postgate® and mentioned by AHw, p. 1543, records in line 9":
1-n[i)-ti-tu an-gu-ri-nu 2/3 M[A N]A KIL.LA “a pair of angurinnu, two thirds of a mina in wei ght”.

Emar: three legal texts and two inventories mention the term. TBR 22:8%: an-gu-ri-in-nu [za]bar (legal text);
TBR 28:20'Y: g-gu-ri-in-nu zabar (legal text); RA 77 no. 4210 1 an-Tgu-red-en-nu z[a]bar (legal text); Westenholz
no.21:8": 1 an-gu-ri-in-nu zabar (inventory); Westenholz no. 22:8": | an-gu-ri-in-nu zabar (inventory).
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Hattusa: angurin(n)u (an-ku-ri-(in-)nu) also appears as Akkadogram in three inventories in Hittite language,
which does not allow us to establish the precise nature of the object either'®: KUB XLII 11:VI 4* (““"“an-ku-ri-nu
GAL) and 5" (“““an-ku-ri-nu GAL)'®, KUB XLII 28111 9" (1 "™®an-ku-ri-nu) and 14’ (12 "““an-ku-ri-nu)'®, and
Bo 67547 (“"“an-ku-ri-in-nu)'?.

Thus, the term angurinnu shows considerable geographical dispersal in the second half of the second millennium
B.C. It is attested in inventories, administrative, and legal texts from Babylonia, Mittani, Ashur, Emar, and Hattuga.
The most common spelling is angurinnu (an-gu/gus-ri-in-nu, Babylonia, Mittani, Emar, Hattua, an-gu-ri-nu in
Ashur, an-gu-re-en-nu also in Emar), with the slight variant aggurinnu (a-gu-ri-in-nu) of Emar and the more
remarkable angurbinnu (an-gur-bi-in-nu) of Mittani. The etymology is, in principle, unknown (cf. AHw, p. 51),
although A. Kammenhuber suggested a possible Hurrian origin of the term (*ankurinni or *ankuri-nni)™® and, more
recently, P. Steinkeller “considers this form a variant of OB agarinnu ‘beer mash; mother; crucible’ (CAD A/l 145-
46)”'9). The texts, nevertheless, show that it is a metal object, usually made of bronze (Hattusa: copper?) and
occasionally also of silver, which could have different sizes and be part of a set of two. Beyond these general
attributes, it is not possible to determine further its precise shape or use. However, we owe the possible identification
of the object to E. Leichty. As recorded in AHw, p. 382 and CAD A/2, pp. 118-119, the term is also attested in the
first millennium B.C. in NB texts, with the variant ingurenu®™. Leichty published text BM 569422, a “receipt for
silver from manufacture of an object called an iggurru”, a word which the author suggests should be understood as a
by-form of angurinnu / ingurenu. This tablet also includes a drawing: “Beneath the date formula is a drawing of an
iggurru, a rather elaborate lamp stand”*?, some sort of candlestick. This could also be the object called angurinnu in
the texts of the second millennium B.C.
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