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Westerners beyond the Great Himalayan Range

Rock Carvings and Rock Inscriptions in the
Indus Valley near Chilas

KARL JETTMAR

Heidelberg

Since 1979 thousands of rock-carvings and hundreds of inscriptions have
been discovered in the mountain valleys north and northwest of Pakistan.
Qne important concentration is in the famous Hunza valley, but the most
Impressive findings were made in the western part of the Diamir District,
l.e., along the Indus River below Chilas. Some sites are situated in the
Kohistan District which includes the left bank of the Indus east of the
great bend of Sazin. With the help of my old friend, the late Ismail Khan,
former Deputy Commissioner of Chilas, I got the chance to be the first
visitor with scholarly interests to see and record most of the rock-carvings
and inscriptions. Several preliminary reports appeared in the meantime.
Since 1980 a joint Pak-German team headed by Prof. Dani® and myself
took over the difficult and almost infinite task of preparing scientific
documentations fit to be published.

As for the inscriptions, they are in Kharosthi, Brahmi, Proto-Sarada
and Sarada, but there occur many Sogdian texts too, and even some in
Cursive Bactrian letters. So far, four Chinese inscriptions were located. I
think, such findings have never before been made in the Indian Sub-
Continent (cf. map, Fig. 1).

The material is of no less importance to specialists of Buddhist art. Last
Summer our team noted 530 elaborate drawings of stupas, certainly most
of them of the first millennium A.p. Some of them represent Central
ASiatic types. We found 43 drawings of Buddhas or Bodhisattvas, often
Inserted in multi-figurative scenes. Many of them are connected with
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inscriptions of religious content mentioning eventually artist and sponsor.
"In this way the chronology of the art historian can be controlled by
datings of the palaeographer.

Since the last campaign we know that this rock art has had a long
prelude. The earliest carvings were done by Stone Age hunters stimu-
lated by the desert varnish on the smooth rocks near the river, where
even by simple pecking impressive pictures can be made visible from a
great distance. Later on came herdsmen from the periphery of the Near
Eastern Neolithic. Their drawings reflect the influence of painted pot-
tery. We don’t know whether the bearers of this tradition were Aryan
tribes, but earlier or later Dardic, i.e., Northwest Indian languages were
spread throughout the area. Only in the Gilgit valley and beyond, the
pre-Indo-European Burushaski was prevalent.

Buddhism appeared here in the 1st century A.p., evidently brought by a
garrison of semi-barbarian warriors who had been posted in the lowlands
before.

Inscriptions and drawings of the time of the Great Kushans were ob-
served exclusively in places situated on the direct road from Kashmir to
the Tarim Basin (Alam Bridge, Hunza-Haldeikish).?

Petroglyphs of astonishing artistic perfection were made between the
5th and 8th centuries A.p. In this period the (present) Northern Areas
were ruled by the Patola Sahis.* The name of their kingdom was Bolor as
we learn from Chinese sources.? The Sahis were fervent Buddhists who
had many foreigners in their service. Their official language was Sanskrit.
Bolor included the Burushaski speaking area, and here the famous Gilgit
Manuscripts were written and finally deposited inside a hollow stupa.® By
expanding to the North, Bolor controlled all important passes protecting
trade and pilgrimage. Connections with Swat, Urasa (=Hazara), and
Kashmir were intense, and even influence of the art of the Gupta Empire
reached this remote region. The invasion of the Tibetans during the 8th
century could not entirely destroy the traffic system, but Buddhism was
submitted to local transformations and later on merged with ideas de-
rived from the Hindu revival in the plains.

Finally, Islamization of the area happened in a slow process which was
finished oniy in the 9th century by pious Muslim officers of the Dogras.”

Certainly the most fascinating aspect of the petroglyphs is that we learn
so much about connections with Central Asia and the Far East. Between
the so-called Silk Roads and what is now Pakistan there was a sort of
short-cut. Many travellers using this dangerous highroad have left their
marks on the rocks — messengers and missionaries, merchants, artists
and pilgrims.

But our material is so rich and so divergent that it can also serve as 2
basis for a contribution to a conference devoted to a quite different
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Situation of newly discovered clusters of rock-carvings and inscriptions in
. Hunza-Haldeikish. 2. Chilas I, 3. Chilas I1, 4. Shatial Bridge, 5. Thor/Northern

Bank, 6. Hodar, 7. Thalpan.
The rock-carvings at Alam Bridge are marked x.

North Pakistan:

Fig.1
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1 at Thalpan, Altar Rock.
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Fig.3




































