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Fig. 1. Ancient cities in Ak­
arnania (E.-L. Schwandner). 

T h e n o r t h w e s t e r n G r e e k regions Ai to l i a 
and A k a r n a n i a are a m o n g the least studied 
areas, archeolog ica l ly and historically, in 
Greece . O n l y recent ly have these areas 
w h i c h in ant iqu i ty t o o (at least u p unt i l 
Hel len is t ic t ime) lay in the lee o f h is tor i ­
cal events, found at tent ion in scholarly 
study o f the anc ient past.2 T h i s c i r c u m ­
stance is d u e n o t least t o the fact that the 

AKARNANIEN 

western parts o f central Greece , unt i l o n l y 
a f e w years ago, lay outs ide o f all i m p o r ­
tant transportat ion ne tworks , and were 
o p e n e d t o m o d e r n veh icu lar traffic o n l y 
w i t h great diff iculty. 

It is for this reason also that o n l y a f e w 
o f the explorers and topographers w h o 
travelled G r e e c e in every d i rec t ion in the 
past centuries reached this area,3 even 
t h o u g h it a b o u n d s in anc ient m o n u m e n t a l 
remains. T h e m o s t i m p o r t a n t a r c h a e o l o g i ­
cal -h istor ical survey o f this area remains 
that o f the Engl ish traveler W i l l i a m M a r t i n 
Leake w h o , at the b e g i n n i n g o f the 19th 
century, m a d e an extraord inar i ly precise 
and still essential i n v e n t o r y o f the mos t 
i m p o r t a n t f ind spots.4 A f e w decades later 
the French scholar L e o n H e u z e y travelled 
the reg ion and pub l i shed his studies o n 
A k a r n a n i a . T o g e t h e r w i t h Leake ' s w o r k s , 
and those o f a f e w other scholars such as 
H e n r i Baz in , E u g e n O b e r h u m m e r and 
W i l l i a m W o o d h o u s e , these laid the f o u n ­
dat ion for all fur ther investigations.5 

A t the e n d o f the 19th cen tu ry the 
G e r m a n Archaeo log i ca l Institute ( D A I ) 
c o m m i s s i o n e d the archaeologist Fr iedr ich 
N o a c k to take a c o m p l e t e archaeolog ica l 
u n d topograph ica l i n v e n t o r y o f all anc ient 
sites and fort i f icat ions in N o r t h w e s t e r n 
Greece . In an extraord inar i ly short t i m e 
he d r e w u p extens ive maps and plans. B u t 
he was able to publ ish his results o n l y in 
t w o pre l im inary reports.6 

M o r e than t w e n t y years ago n o w , 
Lazaros K o l o n a s , the director o f the 6th 
E p h o r a t e o f Prehis tor ic and Classical A n ­
tiquities, w h i c h is responsible for this area, 
b e g i n n i n g w i t h N o a c k ' s results, in i t iated a 
research p r o g r a m m e w h i c h a i m e d at a sys­
temat ic record ing o f all anc ient urban sites 
o f A k a r n a n i a and Ai to l i a . It was his i n t e n -
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Fig. 2. Strains. Plan of the 
Ancient city (Conrby & 
Picard 1924,Jig. 58). 

t ion to get a clearer p ic ture o f the h i s tory 
o f h u m a n sett lement and a better insight 
in to the historical d e v e l o p m e n t o f this 
area. Such a record ing is all the m o r e u r ­
gent ly n e e d e d as the archaeolog ica l r e ­
mains are i rrevocably destroyed b y the 
bu i l d ing o f n e w roads and reservoirs, as 
wel l as by intensive agricultural e x p l o i t a ­
t i on and a g r o w i n g urban d e v e l o p m e n t o f 
the area. 

O n the m a p (Fig. 1) the mos t i m p o r ­
tant anc ient sites in A k a r n a n i a k n o w n t o ­
day are marked . T h e y are a m o n g the best 
preserved in all o f Greece . T o the present 

day n o n e o f these sites has b e e n c o m ­
plete ly exp lo red ; o f ten N o a c k s plans7 are 
still the o n l y w o r k i n g basis. D u r i n g the 
last decade, archaeologica l research has 
concent ra ted o n the anc ient ha rbour city, 
O in i ada i , 8 and the city o f Stratos. Invest i ­
gat ions in the W e s t - A k a r n a n i a n peninsula 
Plagia9 w i t h the ancient c i ty Palairos in its 
centre are to f o l l o w in the c o m i n g years. 

T h e research w o r k in and a r o u n d Stratos 
w i l l b e the m a i n top ic o f w h a t f o l l ows 
here. A t the e n d o f the eight ies Lazaros 
K o l o n a s had d e c i d e d to start a systematic 
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excavat ion o f this i m p o r t a n t anc ient city 
w h i c h was the centre o f the A k a r n a n i a n 
League unt i l Stratos was integrated i n to 
the A i t o l i an League in the m i d d l e o f the 
3rd century . T h e cons t ruc t i on o f a n e w 
d a m i m m e d i a t e l y east o f the anc ient c i ty 
wal l o f Stratos, w h i c h tu rned the A c h e l o o s 
to a g igant ic lake o f m o r e than 6 k i l o m e ­
tres in lenght , b rough t abou t m o m e n t o u s 
changes in the w h o l e landscape that m a d e 
a rescue excavat ion indispensable. A n d so 
the research w o r k in Stratos, that had b e e n 
started in 1892 and c o n t i n u e d b e t w e e n 
1910 and 1921 (w i th s o m e in ter rupt ions 
d u e to the war) b y French archaeologists, 
was taken u p again in s o m e parts o f the 
anc ient c i t y . " ' T h e n e w excavat ions were 
carr ied o u t b y the 6th E p h o r a t e o f Preh i s ­
tor i c and Classical An t iqu i t i e s in c o o p e r a ­
t i o n w i t h E r n s t - L u d w i g S c h w a n d n e r , the 
d irector o f the D e p a r t m e n t o f A r c h i t e c ­
ture o f the G e r m a n Archaeo log i ca l Inst i ­
tute ( D A I ) . 

In 1990 the plan was d e v e l o p e d to i n ­
vestigate the entire terr i tory o f anc ient 
Stratos, the so -ca l led Stratike, b y a s y s t e m ­
atic f ie ld survey at the same t i m e as and in 
close relat ionship w i t h the excavat ions . I 
u n d e r t o o k this task together w i t h H a n s -
J o a c h i m G e h r k e , m y co l l egue f r o m 
Freiburg, in a G r e e k - G e r m a n syncrgasia. 
C o n s t a n t c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h co l legues f r o m 
the fields o f a rchaeo logy and architectural 
h is tory (Lazaros K o l o n a s , Franziska Lang , 
E r n s t - L u d w i g S c h w a n d n e r ) , geography 
(Fr iedr ich Sauerwe in ( f ) ) , p a l y n o l o g y 
(Eberhard Gr i iger ) and geophys ics ( N o r -
bert B l i n d o w ) o f fered us a s ingular o p p o r ­
tun i t y to d raw a m o r e accurate p ic ture o f 
the h is tory o f h u m a n set t lement in a 
G r e e k area that u p to n o w has hardly 
b e e n k n o w n . T h e p e r i o d o f G r e c o - R o ­
m a n ant iqu i ty was the focus o f o u r i n te r ­
est, bu t w e also l o o k e d at p rev ious eras as 
we l l as p o s t - a n t i q u e t imes t h r o u g h the 
present. T h e f o l l o w i n g overv iew, however , 
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wi l l o n l y deal w i t h the anc ient h u m a n 
sett lement h is tory at S t ra tos . " First o f all, 
a draft sketch o f the excavat ions o f the 
Ephora te in the anc ient m u n i c i p a l area 
wi l l be o f fered; after that the mos t i m p o r ­
tant f inds and the first results o f the survey 
in the h inter land o f Stratos w i l l be p r e ­
sented. 

D u r i n g the 19th century , the m e m b e r s o f 
a V l a c h i c pastoral clan were settled in the 
vi l lage o f Sourov ig l i w i t h i n the anc ient 
city-site.1 2 A s initial plans for a n e w ar ­
chaeo log ica l excavat ion were m a d e in the 
n ine teen sixties the inhabitants w e r e d is ­
p laced and m o v e d to a n e w vi l lage b o r ­
d e r i n g o n the south o f the anc ient c i ty 
wal l . In that way the b u i l t - u p area the 
French archaeologists had n o t been able 
t o exp lo re was accessible too . A f t e r the b e ­
g i n n i n g o f the excavat ions had b e e n d e ­
layed again and again, they were f ina l ly 
started at the e n d o f the eighties u n d e r the 
v i g o r o u s d i rect ion o f Lazaros K o l o n a s . T h e 
focus o f the f o l l o w i n g campaigns was o n 
the pub l i c area o f the city, the agora and 
the theatre; besides these, the fort i f icat ions 
i n c l u d i n g the acropol is and the t e m p l e o f 
Z e u s were also investigated. 

S u r r o u n d e d by a, in m o s t parts, w e l l -
preserved city wall w i t h a total l ength o f 
nearly 8 k i lometres , Stratos is a m o n g the 
largest urban sites o f N o r t h w e s t e r n 
Greece.1 3 In the course o f several survey 
campaigns the m a p p i n g o f the city wa l l , 
that had been carried o u t at the b e g i n n i n g 
o f the 20 [h cen tury b y Fr iedr ich N o a c k 1 4 

and then again by French archaeologists 
(Fig. 2) . was totally revised.15 T h e in tegra ­
t ion o f the separately secured acropol is 
i n t o the city walls as wel l as the s i tuat ion 
at the entry o f the S o u t h gate c o u l d be 
de te rm ined . T h e t e m p l e o f Z e u s is situated 
in an ex t remely eccentr ic l oca t ion i m m e ­
diately abutt ing the city wal l , w h i c h here 
extends far to the west. Archi tectura l inves ­
t igations at the temple led to the surpr is ing 
conc lus ion that the present un f in i shed 
bu i ld ing , w h i c h it was be l ieved had b e e n 
n e w l y constructed in the last third o f the 
4th century B C , had in fact been erected 
o n the foundat ions o f a prev ious b u i l d i n g 

f r o m the 5th century B C . 1 6 W h i l e the city 
wal l also dates back t o the 5th c en tu ry B C 
the exact dat ing o f the erect ion o f the d i -
ate ichisma, w h i c h separates the eastern part 
o f the m u n i c i p a l area f r o m the western , 
can n o t as yet b e de f i ned m o r e precisely. 
A n inscr ip t ion that had b e e n used in the 
cons t ruc t i on o f the diate ichisma gives us 
the 4th / 3rd cen tury B C as a vague t e r m i ­
nus post quern . Yet that does n o t de f in i te ly 
answer the quest ions o f w h e n and w h y the 
m u n i c i p a l area was reduced . W h e t h e r this 
event can b e l inked w i t h the A i t o l i an c a p ­
ture o f the city and its integrat ion i n t o the 
A i t o l i a n League in the m i d d l e o f t he 3rd 

c e n t u r y B C is in m y o p i n i o n m o r e than 
quest ionable . T h e reduc t ion o f the m u n i c i ­
pal area is m o r e l ikely to b e c o n n e c t e d 
w i t h the R o m a n conques t and the loss o f 
pol i t ica l f r e e d o m b e t w e e n 168 and 146 
B . C . o r even to the shifts o f p o p u l a t i o n 
d u e to the f o u n d i n g o f N i k o p o l i s a n d the 
R o m a n c o l o n y Patras in A u g u s t a n times.17 

T h e area o f the anc ient agora had already 
b e e n loca ted b y L e o n H e u z e y in the 19th 
c e n t u r y and had been d e f i n e d m o r e c lose ­
l y d u r i n g the French excavat ions.1 8 A s the 
m a i n part o f the anc ient agora had b e e n 
bu i l t ove r w i t h the houses o f the V l a c h i c 
vi l lage, h o w e v e r , the excavat ions c o u l d 
take p lace o n l y o n a relatively small area. 
H e r e , a stoa a b o u t a h u n d r e d metres l o n g 
e x t e n d i n g f r o m n o r t h to sou th a n d an e x -
hedra cons t ruc ted in a central pos i t i on in 
f ront o f it had been laid uncovered.1 '1 

W h e n the o l d cons t ruc t i on strata w e r e 
u n c o v e r e d again at the b e g i n n i n g o f the 
n e w excavat ions in 1989 the f o u n d a t i o n s 
o f an, unti l then , u n k n o w n f o u n t a i n - h o u s e 
w e r e d iscovered. It b o r d e r e d o n the stoa 
t o the south and m a r k e d the s o u t h e r n e n ­
trance o f t he agora. In the area direct ly in 
f ront o f the stoa, however , m a n y n e w finds 
c o u l d also b e b rough t to l ight . A r o u n d the 
e x h e d r a m a n y f ounda t i ons and bases were 
f o u n d , but w i t h o u t inscr ipt ions , o n w h i c h 
vo t i ve o f fer ings and h o n o r a r y m o n u m e n t s 
m i g h t have s tood . Especial ly remarkab le is 
a small altar o f w h i c h n o t o n l y the f o u n ­
da t i on b locks but also a s tone w i t h an iron 
r i n g to tether the sacrificial animals r e -
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Fig. 4. Stratos. Sketch model 
of the agora (1995, drawing 
by E.-L. Schwandner). 

m a i n . Because o f the small f inds — espe ­
cial ly o i l lamps — this altar is dated to the 
t i m e b e t w e e n the 2nd and the 4th c en tu ry 
A D . A p a r t f r o m s o m e c o i n and po t te ry 
finds, it is the o n l y ev idence f r o m R o m a n 
imper ia l t imes that has b e e n f o u n d w i t h i n 
the city walls o f Stratos unt i l now. Because 
o f this fact, it is an i m p o r t a n t l ink to 
i sochron ic finds o f the survey campaigns 
outs ide the city. 

Because o f the loca t ion o f the stoa that 
had b e e n u n c o v e r e d b y the French ar ­
chaeologists , it c o u l d already be guessed 
that this hall had b e e n the western b o u n d ­
ary o f the agora. T h i s assumpt ion was c o n ­
firmed b y the new, G r e e k excavat ions , 
w h i c h c o u l d be e x t e n d e d over a vast area 
after part o f the o l d V l a c h i c vi l lage had 
b e e n pu l l ed d o w n . In this area w h i c h rises 
relatively steeply to the East an o p e n space 
laid o u t o n astonishingly vast d i m e n s i o n s 
was b r o u g h t to l ight d u r i n g the past t en 
years. T h e area o f the agora was enc losed 
by stoas o n all f o u r sides, and was d i v i d e d 
i n to t w o places b y a c o l u m n e d hall in the 

m idd le , parallel t o the western and the 
eastern stoas. T h e o p e n space o n the east­
ern side was cons t ruc ted o n a g r o u n d l e v ­
el s o m e metres h igher . In the nor theastern 
corner , i m m e d i a t e l y adjacent to the east 
stoa, a fur ther b u i l d i n g was bui l t i n t o the 
steep slope. Because o f its architectural 
f o r m , it is p robab ly a b o u l e u t e r i o n . T h e 
sketch m o d e l o f the agora (Fig. 4) offers 
an impress ion o f the w h o l e layout , even i f 
s o m e details must n o w be revised based 
o n recent investigations. A s far as w e k n o w 
n o w the bu i ld ings o f the agora were c o n ­
structed m a i n l y d u r i n g the last third o f the 
4th c en tu ry B C . T h e y are, therefore, i m ­
pressive ev idence o f the architectural and 
t o w n - p l a n n i n g ach ievements in a r eg ion 
w h o s e i m p o r t a n c e is u n d e r v a l u e d all t o o 
o f ten . 

Travellers in the n ine teen th cen tu ry a l ­
ready assumed that the theatre o f the c i ty 
m i g h t lie in a val ley basin east o f the a g o ­
ra. A c o r r e s p o n d i n g be l i e f is also n o t e d in 
the French excavat ion report.2 0 E x c a v a -
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t ions in this area, h o w e v e r , c o u l d o n l y b e 
carr ied o u t after the inhabitants o f the o l d 
vi l lage had b e e n resettled. A f t e r a p r o m i s ­
i n g trial excavat ion in 1991 the w h o l e 
theatre area was excavated d u r i n g the f o l ­
l o w i n g years. U n d e r a layer o f earth, in 
s o m e places m o r e than 4 metres th i ck , 
general ly very wel l preserved remains o f 
an orchestra, o f a s tage -bu i ld ing , f l anked 
by t w o ramps and o f the cavea w i t h a 
c o m p l e t e prohedr ia were f o u n d (Fig. 5) . 
T h e theatre shows three cons t ruc t i on 
phases: the first be longs still t o the last 
third o f the 4 lh century , the o ther t w o to 
the 3rd c e n t u r y B C . A f t e r the final p u b l i c a ­
t ion o f the excavat ion results, the exact 
d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the c h r o n o l o g i c a l se ­
q u e n c e o f the reconstruct ions , especial ly 
o f the s tage -bu i ld ing wi l l o f fer i m p o r t a n t 
i n f o r m a t i o n a b o u t the d e v e l o p m e n t o f the 
G r e e k theatre and also a b o u t s taging p rac ­
tices in early Hel len is t ic t imes. 

A f t e r this short o u t l i n e o f the recent e x c a ­
vat ions w i t h i n the anc ient m u n i c i p a l area, 
s o m e pre l im inary results o f the field r e ­
search that was carr ied o u t s imu l taneous 
to these excavat ions i n the Strat ike, the 
terr i tory o f the pol is Stratos ou t s ide its 
c i ty walls, w i l l n o w b e presented. T h e 
c lose c o o p e r a t i o n w i t h the excavators was 
an ex t reme l y i m p o r t a n t prerequis i te for a 
successful survey. O n l y b y a constant c o m ­
par ison w i t h the finds o f the excava t i on 
w i t h i n the c i ty was it possible t o classify 
the surface finds o f the survey in a 
ch rono log i ca l pattern, and thus d r a w c o n ­
c lusions as to the date o f these finds. T h e 
data o f the excavat ion in the c i ty p r o v i d e d 
the miss ing stratigraphy for the surface 
survey. 

T h e d e t e r m i n a t i o n o f the survey area 
was based o n the geograph ica l and g e o -
m o r p h o l o g i c a l c o n d i t i o n s o f the l a n d ­
scape, w h i c h probably had d e f i n e d the te r ­
r i tory o f the pol is Stratos already in an t i ­
quity. T h e r i ve r -bed o f the A c h e l o o s u n d 
the lake O z e r o s f o r m e d the natural l imits 
to the East and the S o u t h , whereas in the 
N o r t h and the West the watersheds and 
passes o f the southern and , respectively, 
eastern foothi l l s o f the P i n d o s m o u n t a i n s 

a n d the A k a r n a n i a n m o u n t a i n s d e l i m i t e d 
the survey reg ion , w h i c h covered a total 
area o f a b o u t 100 square k i lometers . - 1 

In o rder to e l im ina te all r a n d o m results 
the so -ca l led m e t h o d o f a intens ive 
" R a s t e r - s u r v e y " was used to prospect the 
area. N o t o n l y were s ingle selected zones 
invest igated, bu t the w h o l e surface o f the 
survey area was inspected b y small groups , 
usual ly 3 - 4 o f " w a l k e r s " u n d e r the d i rec ­
t i o n o f a leader responsible for organ isa ­
t i o n and d o c u m e n t a t i o n . Franziska L a n g 
has descr ibed the m e t h o d s o f the r e c o r d ­
i n g and eva luat ion o f the data in detail in 
her c o n t r i b u t i o n so that a closer d e s c r i p ­
t i o n can b e d ispensed w i t h here.22 A total 
o f 2 1 5 find spots and m o r e than 4 0 . 0 0 0 
s igni f icant s ingle finds (ma in l y tiles and 
po t t e ry ) have b e e n co l l ec ted and d o c u ­
m e n t e d . T h e ch rono log i ca l range ex tends 
f r o m late neo l i th i c age to the O t t o m a n 
era. M o r e than ha l f o f the d iscovery places 
(133) date f r o m the Classical and H e l l e n i s ­
t ic as we l l as the R o m a n per iods . A n o t h e r 
foca l p o i n t is the m i d d l e B y z a n t i n e p e r i o d 
w i t h 65 find spots.23 

T h e r e are rather f e w a n d disparate preh i s ­
t o r i c finds. T h e y start w i t h the late N e ­
o l i t h i c / e a r l y He l l ad ic age, increase s o m e ­
w h a t d u r i n g m i d d l e H e l l a d i c t imes a n d 
dec l i ne s igni f icant ly in the late H e l l a d i c 
p e r i o d . W i t h i n the b o u n d a r i e s o f Spathari 
4 k i l omete r s east o f Stratos a h i g h densi ty 
o f very early finds c o u l d b e observed . T h e 
excavat ions that were started b y the 
E p h o r a t e as a result o f these finds d i s c o v ­
ered the f ounda t i ons o f houses o f a m i d ­
d le He l l ad i c sett lement . In late G e o m e t r i c 
t imes these w e r e covered b y a sanctuary. 
T h e c o n t i n u i t y o f this cul t can b e d e m o n ­
strated u p unt i l the R o m a n p e r i o d (see 
b e l o w ) . In the G e o m e t r i c and A r c h a i c p e ­
r i ods the n u m b e r o f find spots increases 
constant ly . T h e densest set t lement o f the 
Strat ike dates, h o w e v e r , f r o m Classical and 
He l len is t i c t imes. D u r i n g these per iods , 
m a n y small sett lements a n d a great n u m ­
b e r o f s ingle farms existed outs ide the f o r ­
t i f ied city especial ly in the western part o f 
t he pol is terr i tory. M o r e o v e r m a n y r e ­
ma ins o f dwe l l ings c o u l d be f o u n d west o f 
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the city o b v i o u s l y b e l o n g i n g to a k i n d o f 
suburb i m m e d i a t e l y ad jacent t o the c i ty 
walls. N o r t h and south o f these suburbs 
e x t e n d e d large necropo le i s f r o m Classical 
and Hel len is t ic t imes. T h e spatial ex tent o f 
the sou thern necropo l i s , w h i c h is largely 
covered b y the present vi l lage, and o f the 
western necropo l i s , c o u l d largely be set ­
tled. Especia l ly remarkable is the d iscovery 
o f a h i ther to u n k n o w n necropo l i s n o r t h 
o f the city w h e r e there were n o t o n l y 
graves w i t h s tone slabs and sarcophagi , 
m a n y o f w h i c h can be f o u n d in the o ther 
necropo le i s as we l l , but also grave-terraces, 
as those above all else, are typical for A t t i ­
ca. T h e r e are also m a n y examp les o f grave 
steles in a f o r m typical for W e s t e r n 
Greece , w h i c h can be assigned to these 
grave-terraces n o w . U p unt i l n o w w e had 
o n l y little k n o w l e d g e o f their pos i t i on ing . 

In R o m a n t imes the great p la in southwest 
o f Stratos d e v e l o p e d apparent ly i n t o the 
preferred sett lement area. In the present 

state o f excavat ions , it is imposs ib le to d e ­
c ide w h e t h e r the area w i t h i n the anc ient 
c i ty walls o f Stratos was settled in R o m a n 
t imes as well .2 4 A t any rate, the center o f 
the sett lement seems to have shifted to an 
un for t i f i ed place w i t h a bath c o m p l e x 
west o f the m o d e r n v i l lage o f O c h t h i a 
(about 3 k i l ometres southwest o f Stratos). 
A l t h o u g h the n u m b e r o f f inds f r o m R o ­
m a n t imes is cons iderab ly smaller in c o m ­
par ison to prev ious per iods , it shows that 
the habi ta t ion o f the reg ion in the R o m a n 
era was greater than p resumed . S ince even 
f inds f r o m early Imper ia l t imes were 
discovered, the c o n t i n u i t y o f hab i ta t ion 
apparent ly was n o t c o m p l e t e l y d isrupted 
b y the f o u n d i n g o f N i k o p o l i s and the 
R o m a n c o l o n y at Patras. A clearly visible 
dec l ine in this area mus t be n o t e d for the 
first phase, w h e n the R o m a n E m p i r e 
established its p o w e r , bu t in Imper ia l t imes 
set t lement activities - at least outs ide the 
o l d city o f Stratos — rev ived considerably. 
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Fig. 6. Plan of the Ancient quarry in the territory of 
Stratos. 

I w i sh also to m e n t i o n s o m e especial ly 
i m p o r t a n t anc ient f inds separately. A b o u t 4 
k i l ometers nor thwes t o f Stratos a n d o n e 
k i l omet re south o f the vi l lage o f L e p e n o u 
i n an impassable area a quar ry was d i s c o v ­
ered that had b e e n used in Classical and 
Hel lenist ic t imes. Its h i g h - q u a l i t y s h i n i n g 
w h i t e l imes tone was used especial ly f o r 
the cons t ruc t i on o f pub l i c bu i ld ings in the 
c i ty (Fig. 6) . S o m e o f the m a n y r a w c a p i ­
tal, c o l u m n and architrave c o m p o n e n t s , 
that lie strewn across the site, were d e ­
s igned for the t emp le o f Z e u s in Stratos 
and o ther bui ld ings . Prev ious ly , it h a d 
b e e n c o m m o n o p i n i o n that the s tone m a ­
terial for representative bu i ld ings i n the 
c i ty had to be transported from the A k a r -
nan ian coast m o r e than 5 0 k i l ometres 
away. N o w , it has been p roved that t he 
quarries were located in the i m m e d i a t e 
n e i g h b o u r h o o d o f the c i t y 

W i t h i n the boundar ies o f Spathari at the 
sou thern verge o f this quar ry area o n a 
hi l l above the plain o f Stratos a s igni f icant 
concen t ra t i on o f anc ient po t te ry a n d tiles 

o f d i f ferent pe r i ods and traces o f sett le­
m e n t c o u l d already be observed d u r i n g 
the first survey c a m p a i g n in 1991. W h e n 
the d o c u m e n t a t i o n o f the f i nd spot started 
i n a u t u m n 1993 w i t h a c lean ing o f the 
surface, the f ounda t i ons o f a 17 x 11,5 
m e t e r rectangular b u i l d i n g w e r e d i s c o v ­
ered i m m e d i a t e l y u n d e r the sward. O n the 
n o r t h side, parts o f the wa l l w i t h the o r -
thostates w e r e even preserved o n w h i c h , 
or ig inal ly , a wal l o f s u n - d r i e d m u d br icks 
had s tood . T h e E p h o r a t e began i m m e d i ­
ately u p o n excavat ions w h i c h are still c o n ­
t inu ing . T h e b u i l d i n g p roved to b e an 
o i k o s t e m p l e or t emp le in antis that had 
already b e e n cons t ruc ted in the m i d d l e o f 

Fig. 7. Spathari. Temple 
(photo taken from balloon). 
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Fig. 8. Spathari. Temple the 6th c en tu ry B C and lasted u p to the 1st 

(Nand Wsides). / 2nd c en tu ry A D (Figs. 7, 8 and 10).25 In a 
col lapse layer n o t o n l y the greater part o f 
the r o o f f r o m late Hel lenist ic t imes (2nd / 
1st c e n t u r y B C ) was f o u n d , b u t also m a n y 
structural c o m p o n e n t s o f a r o o f f r o m A r ­
chaic t imes (about 5 5 0 / 4 0 B . C . ) w i t h , in 
parts, still wel l preserved pa int ing. T h e e x ­
a m i n a t i o n o f the A r c h a i c r o o f c o n s t r u c ­
t i on (Fig. 9) carr ied o u t b y E r n s t - L u d w i g 
S c h w a n d n e r and J o r g D e n k i n g e r led to 
the c o n c l u s i o n that this is t o n o w the 
" w o h l fri iheste K o m b i n a t i o n v o n Traufs i -
m a u n d A n t h e m i e n - A n t e f i x a b s c h l u s s der 
Ka lyp tere ( 'Re i terante f i xe ' ) fur das 
gr iech ische Mut te r l and" . 2 6 T h e or ig ins o f 
the temple , however , reach back far b e ­
y o n d Archa i c t imes. Nor theas t o f the t e m ­
ple f ounda t i ons o f a house o f a m i d d l e 
He l l ad ic set t lement were f o u n d ; south o f 
the t e m e n o s wal l , the f ounda t i ons o f an 
apsidal b u i l d i n g f r o m late the G e o m e t r i c 
o r early Archa i c p e r i o d were discovered. 
Its f u n c t i o n has n o t b e e n def in i te ly c lar i ­
fied u p but it m i g h t be a sort o f hest iato -

r i o n , accord ing to the interpretat ion o f 
the excavators. 

In the plain east o f Spathari and abou t 3 ,5 
k i l ometers nor thwes t o f Stratos, a s e c o n d 
h i ther to u n k n o w n sanctuary has b e e n d i s ­
covered. A n e x a m i n a t i o n o f a recent ly 
p l o u g h e d field led to the recovery o f h u n ­
dreds o f terracotta fragments , m o s t l y o f f e ­
ma le statuettes dat ing f r o m the late A r c h a ­
ic t o the late Classical p e r i o d (Fig. I I ) . 2 7 

In the ensu ing rescue excava t ion the 
Ephora te u n c o v e r e d the remains o f a sac­
rif icial pit (bothros) o f s tone c o n s t r u c t i o n 
that, apart f r o m remains o f coal and ashes, 
con ta ined a large n u m b e r o f fur ther vo t i ve 
statuettes. C o r i n t h i a n and L a k o n i a n r o o f 
tile f ragments o f super ior quality, as we l l as 
t w o large we l l h e w n l imes tone b locks o n 
the edge o f the field that o b v i o u s l y served 
as threshold o f an anc ient house , gave e l o ­
q u e n t t e s t imony o f larger bu i ld ings that 
must have b e l o n g e d to this sanctuary. In 
spite o f intensive archaeologica l and g e o ­
physical investigations, a c o r r e s p o n d i n g 
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Fig. 9. Spathari. Roof of tem­
ple (reconstruction of the 
Archaic eaves, drawing by 
E.-L. Schwandner). 

Fig. 11. Stratike. Votive 
statuettes. 

site c o u l d n o t be d iscovered. P r o b a b l y the 
bui ld ings w e were l o o k i n g for are located 
at a site w h e r e recent ly a small f a r m h o u s e 
w i t h stables had been erected. 

T h i s pre l iminary o v e r v i e w o f the m o s t r e ­
cent archaeological and h i s t o r i c a l - g e o ­
graphical research in the anc ient c i ty o f 

Stratos and the s u r r o u n d i n g terr i tory o f 
the Stratike o u g h t o n l y t o give a first i m ­
pression o f the aims, m e t h o d s and results 
o f this j o i n t G r e e k - G e r m a n research p r o ­
j e c t . A n extens ive and c o m p l e t e eva luat ion 
is left to the f inal publ icat ions , w h i c h are 
n o w in process, o f the survey and the e x ­
cavations.28 
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Notes 

NOTE: I * 
The following text is based on a paper that 
I read at the symposium and on the final 
report that I wrote together with K. Freitag 
(Minister) and F. Lang (Rostock) for the 
German Research Community (DFG) 
which sponsored this research project on a 
large scale. Since the field work was fin­
ished only in 1'WX and the archaeological 
excavations are still going on, only a very 
general summary of the first preliminary 
results can be offered here. The final pre­
sentation of the results will be published by 
Franziska Lang in an extensive evaluation 
of all data. For the time being [ refer to the 
preliminary reports by L. Kolonas in AD 
46. 1991 (1991). 163; 47. 1992 (1997), 
147f.: 48. 1993 (1998), HOf; 49, 1994 
(1999). 242 and E.-L. Schwandner in AA 
1992.66f.: 1993,677ft".: 1994, 605ff.; 1995, 
783ff.: 1996. 555ft".; 1997. 509f. My special 
thanks go to L. Kolonas. the director of the 
6th Ephorate of Prehistoric an Classical 
Antiquities, who supported the examina­
tion of the polis territory of ancient Stratos 
from the beginning. Without his help this 
joint Greek-German research project 
would never have been realized; he allowed 
me to report also about the Greek excava­
tions in the city area. I would also like to 
thank H.-j.Gehrke (Freiburg). F. Lang (Ro ­
stock). E.-L. Schwandner and F. Sauerwein 
(f) (Heidelberg), who directed the field 
work in cooperation with me, and all the 
co-workers whose untiring labour was es­
sential for the success of the survey cam­
paigns. E.-L. Schwandner made fig. 1, 4. 6, 
7. 9. Id, 11 and L. Kolonas fig. 3 and 5 
available. 

N O T E 2 
Only during the last ten years has the re­
search w ork on the ancient history of this 
area been intensified; cf. (with further liter­
ature) Bommelje et al 1987: Antonetti 
199i i; I'ritchett 1991. passim: I'ritchett 
1992. passim: I'ritchett 1994a: Gehrke 
1995: Freitag 1996:Strauch 1996; Funke 
1997: Beck 1997. esp. 31-54: Oietz et al. 
1998: Corsten 1999. esp. 94-159; Grainger 

1999; Dany 1999;Wacker 1999; Scholten 
2000. 

N O T E 3 
Cf. Oietz et al. 1998. 244-252. 

N O T E 4 
Leake 1835. 

N O T E 5 
Heuzey 1860;Bazin 1864; Oberhummer 
1887;Woodhouse 1897. 

N O T E 6 
Noack 1894; Noack 1916. Noack's nearly 
finished manuscript, which had been en­
trusted to Ernst Kirsten for publication 
since 1938, was destroyed during the tur­
moil of the war at the occupation of Berlin 
(Kirsten 1951, 253). Extensive notes and 
many plans remained in Noack's scholarly 
bequest that is kept in the archive of the 
German Archaeological Institute (DAI) at 
Berlin. The section on Akarnania was 
screened and evaluated by Ernst-Ludwig 
Schwandner. the part on Aitolia by me. 
Kirsten had already based his RE-articles 
on Oiniadai, Paianion, Palairos, Phoitiai, 
Phythaion and Pleuron on some of Noack's 
plans as well as his topographical and ar­
chaeological descriptions. 

N O T E 7 
Cf. footnote 5. 

N O T E 8 
Kolonas et al. 1989/90; Gogos & Kolonas 
1995/96: cf. also Freitag 1994. 

N O T E 9 

Cf. for the time being Wacker 1999. 

N O T E t o 
Courby & Picard 1924. 
N O T E 1 1 
The discover)' o f an up to now totally un­
known Byzantine phase of settlement is to 
be considered one of the most important 
results of the exploration of the Stratike. 

Koder & Hild 1976 listed this region as an 
area still without the slightest remains from 
Byzantine times. The results of the field 
survey as well as of the excavations in the 
city fundamentally changed this picture. In 
addition to the remains of several churches, 
some villages were also discovered that 
were densely populated especially in mid­
dle Byzantine times; cf. Schwandner 1994. 
The very productive results o f research on 
the history of human settlement in Akarna­
nia in late medieval and early modern 
times, which had been carried out by 
Friedrich Sauerwein on the basis o f the 
Ottoman land-register from the 16* to the 
18th century, that had been analysed by 
Machiel Kiel, must left aside here; cf. for 
the time being Sauerwein 2000. 

N O T E 1 2 
Weigand 1895, esp. 187-192. 

N O T E 1 3 
Cf.Thuk. 2.80.8. 

N O T E 1 4 
Cf. footnote 6. 

N O T E 1 5 
The surveying was carried out by J. 
Barthel,A. Preiss and Th. Tsingas under the 
direction of E.-L. Schwandner. 

N O T E 1 6 

Schwandner & Kolonas 1996. 

N O T E 1 7 

Cf. for the historical background Strauch 
1996 (with further literature). 
N O T E 1 8 
Heuzey 1860, 332 (fig. 2); Courby & Picard 
1924, esp. 96-99. 

N O T E 19 

Courby & Picard 1924,96ff. 

N O T E 2 0 

Courby & Picard 1924, 99 and pi. 1; cf. 
Heuzey 1860.332 (fig. 2). 
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N O T E 2 1 
Cf. the maps of the survey area in Franziska 
Lang's contribution to this volume (p. 
205ff.). Most recent palynological investiga­
tions show that Lake Ozeros emerged only 
in post-antique times and therefore today 
covers part of the polis area of Stratos. 

N O T E 2 2 
Cf. p. 21 Iff. 

N O T E 2 3 
Cf. the contribution of Franziska Lang and 
the corresponding maps of the diachronic 

and regional distribution of the finds in the 
survey area (p. 209ff); cf. also Lang 1994. 

N O T E 2 4 
No monumental remains from Roman 
times were found at the excavations in the 
agora area except for the altar mentioned 
above, whereas there is rich evidence for 
the Byzantine phase of settlement; cf. 
Schwandner 1994. 

N O T E 2 5 
Cf. for the construction finds for the time 
being Schwandner 1996: Nirmaier 2000. 

N O T E 2 6 

Schwandner 1996.52. 

N O T E 2 7 
Schwandner 1995, 783f. 
N O T E 2 8 
Cf. footnote 1 *. 
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