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2 Jonathan Riley-Smith

" instruments of imperial government, and in the nineteenth century the Order of St
John also came to be an agent of Imperial expansion. And what is it about the
charisma of the Orders that led in the twentieth century to the emergence of many
unrecognized imitations of St John of Jerusalem in the United States, but also
elsewhere in the world? ’

As, with Anthony Luttrell and Alan Forey, one of the few survivors of the
revival of academic interest in the Orders in the 1950s and 1960s, I cannot find
words to express how gratifying it is to see their history in such a flourishing and
healthy state.

1 Military orders at the frontier

Permeability and demarcation

Nikolas Jaspert

The aim of this chapter is to lay out some general thoughts on the subject of reli-
gious military orders and frontiers. Even though three geographical regions will
be focussed on — the Baltic, the Levant and particularly the Iberian Peninsula —the
objective is not so much to compare the knights’ activities in these areas as to
invert the perspective so as to use space —more exactly the notion of the frontier —
as a heuristic tool.! In order to do so one must first determine the spectrum of
meanings related to the term ‘frontier’. On the basis of such a semantic analysis,
I will then attempt to analyze which of these meanings coincide with conceptions
of the religious military orders as developed by past and present historians. This
exercise therefore necessarily implies historicizing research; it aims at putting
historiographical strands within the field of medieval studies into relation with the
frontier. On a more concrete level, I would like to determine to which extent inter-
religious frontiers functioned as areas of exchange and communication and which
role military orders fulfilled in this very specific field.

The juxtaposition of military orders and frontiers is not entirely new. One need
only call to mind two important conferences and the resulting proceedings: the
meeting hosted in Budapest and edited by J6zsef Laszlovszky and Zsolt Hunyadi
in 20012 and a collection published the very same year by Carlos de Ayala Mar-
tinez, Pascal Buresi and Philippe Josserand under the title ‘Identidad y represent-
acién de la frontera en la Espafia medieval’ . Lately, Philippe Josserand has also
presented some valuable thoughts on the subject, and the concept of the frontier
has also been applied competently to the military orders in the Early Modern
Mediterranean.* But in spite of such studies, viewing the military orders from the
vantage point of the frontier remains an exercise that helps assessing our field of

_research and its history anew.

An ambiguous term

The frontier and its equivalents in other European languages — frontera, frontiere,
Grenze and so forth. — are highly ambiguous terms that often obscure more than
they clarify. Although the English speaker can distinguish between ‘frontier® and
‘border’, other Furopean languages cannot or do not with the necessary analytical
clarity. Does the frontier refer to a clearly cut physical division, a dividing line in
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 the sense of a border, or rather to a larger area? Does it apply only to physical space
or does it rather have a predominantly social and cultural dimension to it? Leaving
the meta-language of modern research and going back in time to the object-
language of the sources is not of much help in order to clarify these questions,
because in the Middle Ages border zones were described by a number of terms —
limes, marca, meta, gades, terminus, finis, confinium, frontera, signum, not to
forget vernacular expressions like graniza or tagr.® In fact, even these contempo-
rary expressions mirror different understandings. Frontera as derived from the
Latin frons picks up the notion of the other yonder the frontier,® on the Iberian

Peninsula particularly referring to the religious border between Islamic and Chris- )

tian territories,” whereas marca generally describes an administrative area on this
_side of the border.® The Slavic term gramica referred to a marked line and found
1t.s way into German in the thirteenth century, as documents by the Cistercians and,
significantly, the Teutonic Order show.® The Arabic fagr and Latin limes imply a
passageway between areas, and ferminus takes a central vantage point in order to
describe a realm’s furthest point of extension.!

Not surprisingly, therefore, historians too have underlined different character-
istics of the frontier." The nineteenth century, the era of nationalism par excel-
lence, showed a particular interest in state borders, their creation and defence.
These were imagined as clearly drawn lines of demarcation. But there were also
9ther voices, which were similarly influenced by political and contemporary
issues. No doubt because of the process of German unification in the nineteenth
f:entury, the historical geographer Friedrich Ratzel defined the frontier as a period
in time, as an Emtwicklungsstufe (a stage of development),'? whereas Jakob Grimm
emphasized in 1843 that one should interpret the Grenze as a principle that both
divides and unites neighbours.* Famously, the American historian Frederick Jack-
son Turner understood the frontier as America’s defining feature, stressing its
mobility, its cultural dimension and its societal impact on those that lived therein. 4

Modern research has underlined the ambiguities of medieval frontiers as a short
sketch of some current interpretations should suffice to illustrate. Earlier studies
had postulated that borders as divisionary lines were a concept developed in mod-
ern times as opposed to the broader frontier zones of the Middle Ages. But the
famous Iberian treaties of the twelfth and thirteenth centuries in which zones for
future conquest were neatly delineated, or the marked and fortified Hungarian or
Baltic borders, show that medieval frontiers could indeed be both zones and lines. !
Paul Zumthor, Luciano Lagazzi and others have tried to grapple with the mental
maps and the ‘mesure du monde’ of medieval people, a notion picked up in recent
times by the adherents of the so-called ‘spatial turn’, who prefer to view space as
socially constructed.'s As a result of cautionary tales of a looming clash of civili-
zations’ and a growing interest in religious antagonism in the wake of 9/11, inter-
religious frontiers have lately been very much in the limelight of historical and less
ac:fldemic research. But even the many historians who do not agree with the threat-
ening scenarios created by Samuel Huntington and the like,!” even those who have
undertaken ‘xenological’ studies into the construction of alterity, ultimately deal
with the creation of identity through ‘othering’ and thus with culturally fashioned,
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but socially nonetheless highly relevant societal demarcations.'® “Xenology’ neces-
sitates identity and difference, it too focuses the lines drawn between religions, if
only to criticize such divisions. According to this understanding, the religious
frontier — be it between Muslims and Christians, be it between Christians and
Pagans — separated large, religiously and thus culturally defined territories from
one another.

A less antagonistic perspective, one which can ultimately be traced back to
Frederick Jackson Turner, emphasizes the particular character of societies living
in frontier zones. Such ‘frontier societies’ supposedly differed substantially from
those in the heartland of any respective realm. They developed particular institu-
tions and cultural traits because of the proximity of and more often than not the
contention with the other. This leads to an understanding of the frontier particularly
popular in recent years: that of a zone of intensive exchange between cultures. This
transcultural character of medieval frontiers, their ‘contact dimension’ so to speak,
has become the predominant field of research in the past two decades.'” Not only
terrestrial but also maritime frontiers are being analyzed from this viewpoint.*® As
Nora Berend put it succinctly some years ago: ‘Frontiers have two sides, and
societies on both are part of the picture’,?' and Peter Linehan has reminded us that
‘medieval Spain’s frontier was probably permeable from the outset.”* Processes
of cultural transfer and adaption are avidly sought after by colleagues and can
indeed be identified.

The societal and historical backdrop to these varying modern notions of the
frontier is all too apparent. The concept of transcultural exchange and permeability
for example can easily be recognized as a counter narrative to the antagoenistic
interpretation of the ‘clash of civilizations’, as an attempt to identify modern
notions of ‘convivencia® and tolerance in the medieval period. In contrast, the
renewed interest in frontiers is also — paradoxical as it might seem — the result of
the breakdown or the obliteration of borders as a consequence of the processes of
European unification, the collapse of the Warsaw Pact and globalization. Global-
ization and the overcoming of physical space caused by modem means of transport
and communication on the other hand also lie behind the so-called ‘spatial turn’
that stresses the social and cultural construction of space as opposed to its physical
dimension.® And finally, interest in alterity and the fashioning of the other is
directly related to the experience of renewed immigration many European societies
made at the turn of the century with the resulting necessity to integrate peoples of
differing cultures, and even more so today in the wake of new mass migration.

To sum up the first part of this chapter: a comparative analysis of medieval terms
and modern research allows us to distinguish at least six different understandings of
the frontier concept. First of all the frontier as a physical, linear demarcation between
states, then as the periphery of arealm, third as a boundary between religious or more
generally cultural societal entities, furthermore as an area sui generis that brought
forth frontier societies, fifth as a semantic tool geared at giving order to culturally or
socially constructed spaces and finally as a zone of transfer between neighbours.

Turning from such general thoughts on medieval frontiers and historiography

" to the religious military orders, one needs to ask to which extent research focuses
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“of medievalists coincide with those of frontier studies as just laid out. We must
d-etermine if research into the medieval religious military orders has shifted in
similar directions and centred on comparable themes as that of frontiers. Does the
s.tudy of military orders at the frontier harbour analogous hermeneutic and heuris-
tic potential.? The main part of this chapter will be taken up by an attempt to answer
these questions by analyzing in turn the six interpretations of medieval frontiers
that have just been sketched.

Visions of military orders on the frontier

The most influential notion of nineteenth-century frontier research — that of the

linear, defensive state border — can easily be discerned in many studies on the

medieval religious military orders in the Latin East. According to this line of

thought, traditionally popular in English research, the Crusader States were regu-
larly assaulted by Muslim forces and therefore created a ring of castles that effec-
-tively defended their borders.?* The same reasoning might be drawn upon to
fexplain the construction of the so-called Dewtschordensburgen or Konventsburgen
in Prussia and lines of fortresses on the Iberian Peninsula. It is no coincidence that
in popular thought, the Crac des Chevaliers, the Marienburg and other castles have
become very much an emblem for the religious military orders. It is well known
that Fhe growth and waning of the Latin states in the Levant or the Iberian realms
are indeed mirrored by the positioning and the size of orders’ fortifications.
Undoubtedly, medieval frontier societies did possess a clear notion of the borders
between different political entities which could be — and were — secured by for-
tresses forming defensive networks. The military orders were often expressly
entrusted with manning and maintaining this defence system, as Pope Innocent IV
er)te in 1248 and the definiciones of Calatrava from 1325 clearly state, and the
knights also depicted themselves as guardians of the frontier.?® But it does not
nece_ssarily follow that medieval religious frontier areas such as the Principality of
Antioch or the Kingdom of Jerusalem possessed clearly marked and delineated
borders in the modern sense of the word, as Ronnie Ellenblum has recently shown,
and .ﬂ.le same holds true for Castile or Aragén.? More complex still are notions of
maritime borders in the Mediterranean that military orders are said to have pro-
tected by their naval activities.?” The interpretation of the knights as guardians and
de.fenders of the border, this classical understanding of the relationship between
mﬁtm orders and frontier, ultimately has two modern backdrops: the interest of
the nineteenth and twentieth centuries in the borders of the modern nation state
?.nd' a very specific concept of the orders, namely that of a purely military
nstitution. :

In the last decades of the twentieth century this last perspective was effectively
challenged by a second position that viewed the medieval military orders above
all as a specific form of religious institute. The backdrop for this approach in the
Iast. quarter of the twentieth century has often been underlined by Jonathan Riley-
Smith and others: the theology of liberation, the secularization of religious studies
the effects of the Second Vatican Council.® But at the turn of the century — anci
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similarly to frontier studies — political and societal changes have given this
approach to the study of the miljtary orders new impetus. Religious fundamental-
ism, particularly within Islam, but also in Christianity and Judaism, with the result-
ing growth of religiously motivated violence has heightened our interest not only
in religious demarcations and borders, but also in those individuals who drew such
lines between religions by both sacrificing their lives and taking those of others.
Jihadism as a device of demarcation has heightened our interest in Christian mar-
tyrdom and religiously motivated violence in the Middle Ages, as recent collec-
tions of essays show.? '

Stressing the religious dimension of the brethren’s frontier activities can hark
back to a long tradition created and upheld over many centuries by the very orders
themselves. As is well known, the frontier was an important raison d’étre for the
Hospitallers on Rhodes and Malta® and for the Teutonic Knights in the Baltic, and
how challenging the disappearance of this argument was, is well illustrated by the
decline and fall of the Teutonic Order State.? This self-fashioning coincided with
that of some countries where military orders were active, countries which declared
their frontier status to be a foundational national feature. Well known cases are
Poland and Hungary, the self-proclaimed *shield of faith’ (propugnaculum fidei or
antemurale fidei); the Tberian Peninsula is another case in point, as Philippe
Josserand’s studies on the Spanish orders’ historiography have shown.*

Viewing medieval military orders not so much as a military but as a specific
religious institute of the medieval Catholic church conveys a particular spatial
dimension to research that links up with a third understanding of the frontier, that
of the frontier as the periphery of a given entity. Just as the frontier stood in a
complex, often not sufficiently studied relation to the heartland of any given
realm,? frontier areas themselves were divided into immediate borderlands and
frontier hinterlands.* Similarly, the houses of religious orders situated on the bor-
der to the dar al-Tslam not only differed from those in the hinterland, but were also
connected to these by very specific ties. This has been demonstrated for the Cister-
cians in the case of Spain and eastern central Europe® and equally holds good for
the military orders. Here too, much research remains to be conducted, for example
by reconstructing the exact lines of communication between frontiers and heart-
lands, particularly in the case of the Teutonic Order and the Latin States in the
Levant, whereas important studies have recently been published for the Iberian
case, where the respective orders’ houses on the frontier have been put into relation
with the headquarters.*

In fact, Spain is the best example for showing how academic interest in the rela-
tion between political centres and their periphery can conflate with that of medi-
eval military orders. Quite in accordance with Friedrich Ratzel’s notion of the
frontier as a temporary phase in state nation building, a series of studies have
attempted to analyze the contribution Iberian brethren first made to the construc-
tion of the frontier that was then in turn subsequently integrated into the realm as
aresult of a consequent policy of the Castilian monarchs.*” The role of the military
orders on the British Isles has also been studied from this statist angle, for example
by Helen Nicholson.*® The Iberian case is again the best example for determining
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* the impact of military advance and political expansion, the shift from frontier to
hinterland. This is particularly relevant to the military orders, as they received
many territories and castles during phases of military advance at the end of the
twelfth and beginning of the thirteenth century which subsequently lost their char-
acter as border zones respectively peripheral fortifications because of the progress
of the so-called ‘reconquest’.*? Naturally, this had effects on the function of former
‘fronﬂine castles, and in some cases, the orders reacted to these changes by ponder-
ing a shift of their very headquarters to the new frontier, to Osuna in the case of
Calatrava, to Mor6n in the case of Santiago.* Differentiating analytically between
an order’s central and its peripheral possessions also sharpens our awareness for

the economic strains border fortifications put on the military orders, particularlyA

in comparison to castles in the hinterland which were less in danger of being
attacked and damaged.*

In the case of international orders such as the religious military orders, relations
between the frontier and the heartland were not confined by the borders of any
givenrealm. But this relation between centre and periphery is notoriously difficult
to fie:termine. The knights’ responsiones are often mentioned in studies on the
religious military orders, but seldom really studied in depth, not least because of
scant source material on the subject.” Recruitment and mobility are now being
analyzed,® but to date, only the Teutonic Order has been systematically studied to
any comprehensive degree.* Even more difficult to reconstruct than these relations
are the means and ways in which the frontier experience was transported back and
processed in the hinterland. Hagiography, propaganda and myth building are only
the most visible communicative channels and media in this respect,” whereas
individual experiences remain largely invisible — this too a modern research sub-
Jject heavily marked by current debates on post-traumatic stress disorder and other
effects of war experiences.

So far, I have dealt with three interpretations of medieval frontiers: frontiers as
state borders, as lines of religious demarcation and as peripheries of larger entities.
The fourth understanding of the frontier, that of an area sui generis that created a
society and brought forth institutions of its own, requires more attention, because
it arguably harbours particula'.r potential for modern research.

The military orders and frontier societies

Frederick Jackson Turner’s notion of the frontier as a state of mind of those who
inhabited it has been extremely momentous.* His notion of frontier societies that
bring forth institutions precisely relating to their frontier condition has been picked
up in many fields of research, also in medieval studies. It has been convincingly
applied to the Crusader States in the Levant”” and to Livonia,* but probably Span-
ish scholarship has been most productive in this field, which has in fact become
something of a trademark for Iberian medievalism. It might suffice to mention the
ejght conferences on medieval frontier studies — the estudios de frontera — pub-
lished between 1996 and 2011, quite apart from a considerable number of proceed-
ings focusing the Iberian frontiers.*”

- ’ Military orders at the frontier 9

The reasons for this interest are' multiple: first, the documentary situation in
Spain and Portugal is often exceptionally good, particularly for the fourteenth and
fifteenth centuries, as one can draw on royal archival holdings as well as on
archives of frontier settlements and on patrimonial archives of landholders in bor-
der zones. On the basis of these sources, Iberian medievalists have amassed a
substantial corpus of documentation over the last years that throws new light on
life in medieval border zones. This documentation, though specific to the Iberian
case, is a treasure trove for general questions on frontier societies. The second
reason for the interest of Spanish academic circles in this subject is particular to
present day Spain, a country strongly marked by different peoples, nationalities
and regional communities subsumed under the administrative concept of the
autonomias. Some decades ago, Andalusia, a region without a language differing
from the official state language Castilian (in contrast to Galicia, Catalonia or the
Basque Country) recognized that its geographical proximity to and historical con-
nectedness with the Islamicate world - in short: its frontier experience —could be
seen as a singular trait that lay at the heart of Andalusian identity. This in turn
favoured research into the specific case of the most prominent of all Jberian fron-
tiers: the Andalusian.

Whatever the varying political, economic and societal factors behind academic
rescarch into medieval borders, the results have been quite astounding. But they
are in no way homogeneous or generally accepted. Broadly speaking, one can
distinguish two schools of thought. The first school, one could crudely term it the
‘§chool of frontier strife’, stresses the multiple effects that the proximity of a
declared and militarily active enemy had upon frontier societies: the volatility and
danger of the frontier favoured cattle-holding over other forms of agriculture; raid
warfare and the constant threat of assaults and captivity not only created a climate
of fear and vigilance, but also brought forth an extremely violent and harsh society.
This image can also be applied to interreligious frontiers outside the Iberian Pen-
insula: the Christian-Pagan border between the Teutonic Order State and Lithuania
is another case in point, as Werner Paravicini’s studies and subsequent research
into the so-called PreufSenreisen have shown.” Contrary to contemporary images
of chivalric prowess, frontier warfare in the Baltic was indeed a dirty, brutal and
cowardly form of violence that inflicted considerable hardship upon the rural
population on both sides of the frontier.

Similar traits can be discerned with respect to the Iberian scenario. The mounted
raids — the cabalgadas or entradas (arab. algara) — and random kidnapping by
trans-border raiders — almogdveres — committed by both sides are mentioned again
and again in the sources, particularly in the municipal documentation, including
that of settlements belonging to religious military orders.’ Morén de la Frontera
for example was an important fortress and town of the Order of Alcéantara, in fact
so much so that for a time the knights seriously considered transferring their
order’s headquarters to this frontier settlement.> Mor6n’s municipal acts provide
vivid insight into the many attacks and counter-attacks committed in the course of
the fourteenth and fifteenth century, mainly with the aim of robbing cattle or kid-
napping humans for ransom.” Usually, the agents of these raids — either as
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perpetrators or defenders — were urban militias, but sometimes, the brethren of the
military orders also took part in such activities, as in 1404, when the Comendador
Mayor of the Order of Alcdntara was able to impede the theft of an entire herd in
a skirmish which ended with the death of 89 Muslim raiders.®* Sources such as
these are so vivid and the cases so numerous that the author 6f a recent study has
termed the Granadan-Castilian border a frontera caliente,> and a number of recent
studies focus on the frontier’s military dimension.*

That being said, there is also an important counter narrative which can equally
fall back on a substantial corpus of documentation in its support. This school, one
might term it the ‘School of frontier harmony” as opposed to the ‘School of frontier

strife’, is conspicuously indebted to the convivencia paradigm introduced by the

Spanish philologist Americo Castro, which — after having been viciously slandered
particularly in Iberian academia — has in the meantime gained considerable ground
among historians, particularly in the United States. Whereas some of its adherents
take an extremely one-sided and all too idyllic view on interreligious cohabitation,
others do not negate the existence of aggression and violence on the border.”’” But
they underline the alternations between periods of peace and war;*® more important
to our subject, they also point out elements that contradict our notion of insur-
mountable opposition or even confined endemic violence between Muslims and
Christians.

And indeed, the intercultural frontier brought forth a series of such institutions
worthy of attention. For example, military contingents are known to have served
as special fighting forces on the other side of the religious border. This is illustrated
both by Christian militias serving Muslim sultans in Northern Africa and the King-
dom of Granada and by Muslim cavalry doing service at Christian courts. In the
Iberian context one might mention the Moorish guard in Castile and the Muslim
cavalry in Aragon, which have received competent treatment by Ana Echevarria
and Hussein Fancy respectively.” These jinétes in Castile, genets in the Crown of
Aragon,® were comparatively immune to courtly power play and possessed spe-
cific fighting skills. Sicily in the Norman and Staufen period is another well known
example for the employment of Muslim militias by Christians, and as far as the
Latin East is concerned we still cannot definitely answer with certainty which
groups or fighters were encompassed by the tantalizing term furcopoles.®!

Even more singular to the religious frontier were institutions precisely dedicated
to countering the adverse effects of interreligious violence.® Such offices emerged
on the Iberian frontier in the course of the fourteenth century and in fact formed a
complex system of conflict containment. Muslim and Christian judges were com-
missioned fo dispense justice jointly on contentious issues. Known as ‘judges
between Christians and Muslims’ or ‘judges of complaints’ (alcaldes entre los
cristianos y moros — jueces de las querellas), these officials formed joint Christian-
Muslim commissions the aim of which was to facilitate solving disputes without
resorting to reprisals. Other offices were created in order to ease the liberation of
captives: the Castilian alfaqueques —a word derived from the Arabic fakkak®® —and
the exeas in Aragén took on this job of mediation and negotiating.5* Since the
fourteenth century, rangers — rastreros or fieles del rastro — were charged with
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locating such victims and collecting trustworthy information on both sides of the
border as to what had actually occurred. Without a doubt, the implementation of
such a complex system must also be seen as a reaction to endemic violence, kid-
napping and theft, and doubts have been expressed as to the efficiency of institu-
tionalized joint law courts.® But such offices and institutions are also a clear
indication that frontier societies went to a certain degree of trouble in order to
contain interreligious conflicts. Violence and negotiation marked the frontier
simultaneously. In a very similar vein, frontier zones were at particular times and
in certain areas put under a specific form of contracted peace agreements. Signifi-
cantly termed Cartes de germandat — ‘diplomas of brotherhood’ — in Aragonese
sources and contracts of neighbourhood’ (contratos de vecindad) in Castile,” such
documents were signed by Muslim and Christian dignitaries precisely with the aim
of diminishing the number of encroachments along the frontier. Or as the Mamluk
official al-Qalgashandi lyrically put in the beginning of the fifteenth century, these
contracts were geared at ‘quenching defiance and lowering the eyes of
ambition’.5

Needless to say, the prolonged existence of religious minorities under both
Christian and Muslim dominion is an element particularly stressed by the adher-
ents of the ‘School of frontier harmony’.*® Here, however, caution is required, for
in the Tberian case the Muslim population was in fact often expulsed precisely from
frontier settlements in the course of the conquest, usually not as an immediate
result of their defeat, but rather in a staged process. However, recent research has
equally identified the persistence of groups of Muslim inhabitants of frontier areas
who add to the substantial and well studied number of communities in the hinter-
land such as the Ebro valley and the kingdom of Valencia. The same can be said
for the Baltic area, where not only the persistence of the local population is well
attested, but also their prolonged adherence to their ancient beliefs, putting serious
doubts as to the effect of missionary activities on the part of the knights.”

Not to speak of the situation in the peripheral areas of the Latin States of the
Levant. Here, on the border, even forms of joint landholding are attested, a further
institute particular to frontier societies and regions. For the Latin East, such con-
dominia (Arabic mundsafar) were studied by Michael Kohler over 20 years ago.”
All in all, Kohler counted more than 30 cases of Mauslim-Christian condominia.
His book is also, in fact primarily, a thorough study of interreligious diplomacy,
another phenomenon closely tied to the frontier which is receiving growing atten-
tion lately, particularly in French scholarship. As such recent works show, profes-
sional expertise in Muslim-Christian diplomacy during the late Middle Ages was
often provided by frontier specialists who had acquired the cultural and sometimes
linguistic knowledge necessary to conduct diplomacy successfully.”

Where do military orders stand in all this, one might ask? Were they only
institutional remnants of antagonistic relations between peoples of different creed?
We must look with a bit more detail into the fields just enumerated — that is the
world of conflict containment, of subjected religious minorities, of joint landhold-
ing and of diplomacy —in order to determine to which extent the religious military
orders were indeed an integral part of late medieval frontier societies. This too is
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" not an absolutely new question, for in the last two decades military religious orders
have begun to be seen in some countries as institutions particularly important to
and specific of the medieval frontier. As Michael K&hler, Peter Holt, Jochen Burg-
torf, Ronnie Ellenblum and others have convincingly shown, the Hospitallers and
Templars at least were an integral part of the condominia system.” A document
from 1233 mentions the terra partitionis shared between the Hospitallers and the
Sultan of Aleppo, and in the mid-thirteenth century the Templars had to be pre-
vented by King Louis IX of France from creating a condominium with al-Malik al
Nasir Yasuf.™ A particularly explicit document is the agreement reached between

the Hospitallers under Hugh Revel and Sultan Baybars in 1267 concerning jointly
administered land west of the Orontes.” Of course this contract was the result of

a very concrete political and military situation, the expression of military weakness
on the part of the Order of St John,” but for our question this is a secondary point.
More relevant is the fact that such contracts are mentioned quite often in the course
of the twelfth and thirteenth century, particularly in Arabic sources, and military
orders played an important role therein. Though joint landholding is also attested
on the Iberian Peninsula, military orders do not appear to have engaged in this
particular form of condominium.” The Teutonic Order in turn went to great pains
to clearly demarcate its borders with all of its neighbours except the Lithuanians —
agreements which in turn were brought about with the help of commissions
formed by both parties.” The relation with the Lithuanians in turn was marked by
both frequent truces and by individual regulations which allowed certain groups
to cross the border while hunting; but Pagan-Christian condominia were no part
of the Teutonic Knights’ frontier organization.”

Turning to religious minorities under the knights’ rule, it is a matter of course
that military orders employed non-Christian workers, not only as slaves.® The
ext_ent of free Muslim or Pagan populations naturally varied from region to
region, and major areas were completely colonized by the Christian victors; but
others maintained non-Christian communities as vassals over centuries. This is
well attested for the Baltic area and in the Latin East, but it also applies to the
Iberian frontier,® where historians are lucky enough to possess many telling
documents such as the contracts signed by the Muslim inhabitants of Grisén or
La Almunia de Dofia Godina with the Knights Hospitallers;® where an entire
corpus of documents has allowed for writing the history of the Muslim com-
munities under Templar and Hospitaller rule in Ascé and Miravet;®® where one
can follow the fate of the Galip family of Saragossa, Muslim subjects of the local
Templars, over several generations; or where the dealings of the Muslim inhab-
itants in Avis, the very headquarters of the order, have recently been traced.® We
als<_> know that the Order of Santiago or that of Montesa received the royal taxes
levied upon subjected Muslims (mudéjares) living in their territories.® It appears
that the knights showed no particular interest in converting these vassals to
Christianity.?” In fact, in certain singular cases they even provided for joint Chris-
tian—MusHm places of worship: the Marian shrine of Saidnaya under Templar
administration is the most striking example for such syncretistic practices under
the knights’ supervision.8 '
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In certain, albeit very few cases, the military orders might have included Mus-
lims into fighting forces. The Templar Master William of Beaujeu was —'perhaps
unjustly — accused of holding a personal Muslim guard,® and the order of Cala-
trava supposedly led Muslim vassals against the Bishop of Toledo in 1242.° The
Teutonic Order is also known to have employed recently subdued Baltic peoples
in Livonia.®! This necessarily leads to the question, if knights of the religious mili-
tary orders themselves acted as members of a religious — Christian — minority on
the other side of the border or even fought in the service of Muslim rulers. This is
difficult to imagine, and indeed it is not safely attested, although we do have the
case of the Templer Bernat de Fuentes who headed the Christian militia at the
Hafsid court in Tunis, however only as a result of his order’s suppression and his
brethren’s persecution at the hands of his coreligionists.” All in all therefore, such
references to cross-cultural combating are more anecdotic than trustworthy.

More numerous are references to the knights’ diplomatic activities. Peace agree-
ments such as that between King Amalric of Jerusalem and the Fatimid Kalif
Al-’Adid in 1167 were reached by mediation of the Templar Geoffrey Fulcher who
evidently had a certain degree of intercultural expertise;* other Templar and Hos-
pitaller knights are repeatedly attested as envoys during the twelfth and thirteenth
centuries,® and the mediating intervention of a Templar knight secured an agree-
ment between King Louis IX of France and Mamluk officials in 1250.% On the
Iberian scenario, both Castilian and Aragonese monarchs frequently fell back upon
the brethren as ambassadors before Muslim rulers in the course of the thirteenth
to fifteenth centuries, and when the Catalonian merchants attempted to reach an
agreement with the Mamluks in 1429, the settlement finally came about thanks to
the mediation of a Hospitaller brother named Ifra Antuniyu Fuluriyan in the Arabic
document: nobody else than the later Master Antoni de Fluvia.%

In certain cases, orders also seem to have partaken in the system of conflict
containment developed on the Iberian frontiers in the late Middle Ages. The master

of Santiago, Vasco Rodriguez, is attested as adelantado mayor of the adelanta-
miento de frontera in 1331, a royal territorial unit for solving judicial disputes.”’
But these did not necessarily involve conflicts with Muslims. More telling is the
case of Morén de la Frontera, where a ‘judge for affairs between Christians and
Muslims’ was established by the town council, surely not without permission by
its overlord, the knights of Alcéntara.®® In the Latin East too, Hospitaller delegates
joined Muslim judges on the Orontes in cases of legal disputes concerning their
condominium. But it is difficult to say if knights actively participated in such
courts as judges.”® Neither do the vernacular romances and ballads that convey
vivid images of life on the Iberian frontier, the romances de frontera, 100 oiye par-
ticular prominence to the military orders or the knights, although one should not
forget the Romance del Maestre de Calatrava which relates the many combats and
duels an anonymous master fought with a series of Muslim paladins.'®

In contrast, during the twelfth and thirteenth centuries, some military orders
actually engaged in the task of ransoming captives on the frontier. The Order of
Santiago established a hospital in Toledo in 1180 which was dedicated to both
caring for the needy and ransoming prisoners; the knights established five further
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" charitable houses in 1227 in the Kingdom of Castile alone.!® The Order of Mont-
joywasj oined with the Order of the Redeemer, another institution dedicated to the
ransoming of captives from Islam and founded by Alfonso II of Aragon.!® In the
Latin East, only the Hospitallers appear to have partaken in redemptionist activities
to any larger extent, whereas the Templars and Teutonic Knights were reluctant as
to this form of charitable work, although they did agree to treaties that included
the exchange of their brethren.!®

Most important, the religious military orders acted on the frontier as diplomatic
agents in their own right by signing armistices or treaties with Muslim or pagan
powers. This is a matter of course for the Teutonic Order State, as Klaus Neit-
mann’s pertinent study on the ‘Staatsvertrige des Deutschen Ordens’ soundly dem-
onstrates.!% But it is also true for the Levant and to a lesser extent for the Iberian
Peninsula. The Templars and Hospitallers received permission to sign armistices
independently: in 1142 Raymond of Tripoli conveyed this right on the Hospital-
lers, and similar privileges were subsequently issued.!® Consequently, the orders
often acted as autonomous entities on the frontier, particularly when royal power
was weak, as the treaty between Hugh Revel and Baybars shows.!”” Exceptional,
but revealing, is the case of Don Rodrigo Manrique, who aspired to the mastership
of the Order of Santiago in the 1430s and 1440s and had no scruples in signing
military alliances with the Muslim Nasrides against his Christian coreligionists in
order to reach this aim.!%

To sum up the central part of this chapter: frontier areas between Latin and
Muslim respectively Latin and Pagan held territories were strongly marked by both
the challenges that religious antagonism posed upon them and by very concrete
attempts to mitigate conflict and reach some form of cohabitation. The knights of
the military orders took part in such attempts, but not in a prominent fashion,
particularly as far as the development of concrete frontier institutions is
concerned.

Transmission and transfer

The last two interpretations of pre-modern frontiers — the transfer processes and
the wide field of mental and cultural boundaries — will be dealt with in a rather
cursory manner. A notable feature of the frontier is precisely its degree of hybrid-
ity.'"® Archaeological and artistic evidence as well as written sources such as inven-
tories show to which extent frontier societies mingled elements of their respective
hinterlands. There is no need to deal with the vexed question as to what extent
military religious orders adapted oriental elements in their fortifications or their
armory. But a register of tax payments in the town of Morén, an important centre
of the Order of Alcéntara, names an amazing amount of oriental products that
highlight the role of the frontier as an area of transfer: almaizares de seda, coronas
moriscas con orillas de seda, alhofijas moriscas con orillas coloradas, sabanas
moriscas, alfardas de seda moriscas, . . . alfaremes moriscos.!'° Capitular records
and tax inventories provide insight into transcultural commerce and show that the
knights in fact participated therein. Notably, several castles of the Order of
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Santiago along the Andalusian frontier have convincingly been identified as ‘cus-
toms castles’ (castillos portazgueros), because they effectively served as border
crossings between al-Andalus and Castile, where the knights collected customs for
goods transported from the dar al-Islam to Christian territories and vice versa.'!!
Similarly, in the Latin East castles in the North of the Crusaders States such as
Margat served as toll-stations, and Ibn Jubair relates that the fortress of Toron also
fulfilled this function.'??

But did the knights reflect on this at all, were they aware of the issue of hybridity
and transfer or even of socially and culturally constructed spaces? Hardly — and
not only because we are dealing with modern concepts. It is also because the
knights of the religious military orders were not precisely contemplative. Despite
all attempts to identify an extensive literary culture, with few exceptions the world
of these men was not that of intellectual reflection.!* Although in certain moments
in time they might have acted in such a way, their actual raison d’étre did not
predestine them as cultural brokers. However, when pragmatic reasons com-
mended it, they appear to have fulfilled such functions; conveniencia, not con-
yivencia— convenience, not broadmindedness or even tolerance — lead the way."
The religious military orders fostered permeability at the frontier to a larger degre.:e
than one might expect. But they do not appear to have played an important role in
processes of cultural transfer and hybridization. Demarcation and permeability
were simultaneously two aspects of their activities.

Our current yearning for more peaceful forms of cohabitation between Muslim
societies and those sometimes termed Christian, but more often named Western,
undoubtedly guides the pen and leads the steps of those in search of medieval
frontier harmony. But to my way of thinking, it is not only legitimate, but also
necessary to apply such an approach to the history of the religious military orders.
First, because of the longevity and the head start of competing historiographical
traditions that focus on interreligious antagonism. And second, because new ques-
tions might bring to light new sources or let us reread well known documents in a
different fashion. Much research is still necessary in order to provide enough docu-
mentary material that will permit a more nuanced view. The knights of the reli-
gious military orders were not guardians of faith alone, but they should_not
uncritically be termed cultural brokers either. Neither can there be any serious

doubt that reality did not lie in the middle, for the military orders were mdeed
primarily military, religious and economic institutes marked by their hostile at.ti—
tude to Muslims or Pagans. But highlighting both demarcation and permeability
might help us realize that frontier realities and the activities of the military reli-
gious orders were far more complex than medievalists have often been prone to

believe.
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2 Frontier conflict, military cost

and culture

The master of Santiago and the Islamic
border in mid-fourteenth-century Spain

Philippe Josserand : (

* ] am grateful to my colleague Diana Maloyan and to Dr. Alan Forey for
correcting my English text.

As far back as the Middle Ages, many iconographical and literary images clearly
linked the military orders with the frontier — that frontier which it was usual to talk
about in the singular, namely the border then dividing the Latin world from the
territories of infidels. The brethren at the frontier were regarded as labouring untir-
ingly for the defence and expansion of the Christian faith. The classical !n'storiog—
raphy of the military orders toyed with this idea in many ways, and the view ofthe
brethren’s superiority that became accepted in the seventeenth and eighteenth
centuries is still repeated without question in most popularizing works. Of course,
this reading of the medieval history of the military orders is not entirely wrong,
but the relationship that the brethren maintained with the frontier proves to b’c
much more complex. In his contribution to this volume Nikolas Jaspert points this
out very clearly. Since the last third of the twentieth century, scholarship on t.he
involvement of the brethren on the frontier has benefited from the same historio-
graphical renewal that has allowed the study of the military orders to emerge as a
field of research in its own right within present-day medieval historical studies,
although this development is not without its dangers.! However, progress has not
been as great as one might expect, and old clichés still persist. In spite of great
advances, most of them in English scholarship, the military history of the brethren
is not the area of medieval research which has progressed most.> In a short but
stimulating book Damien Carraz has noted that ‘la relation de P’ordre du Temple
au fait guerrier n’a, me semble-t-il, pas encore été vraiment appl':éhe-ndée dans sa
globalité et sa spécificité’ . For the other military orders the situation is even worse
and, as the same French historian has pointed out, we are in need of ‘une hlst01_re
totale du domaine de la guerre’ for all orders, which encompasses a complete social
and cultural approach.*

In this chapter, my intention is not to present a comprehensive study of war and
the military orders, nor do I intend to consider the significance the medieval




