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    Abstract

    
In this article, I examine Vaishnava Hindu views on cyber-pūjā to Vishnu (the ritual worship of Vishnu online). Based on ethnographic interviews with Vaishnava devotees in the New Jersey tri-state area, I argue that although these devotees have nothing against the online worship of Vishnu in theory (they believe that Vishnu is ontologically present in cyberspace and available there for worship), they nonetheless have reservations about performing such worship in practice. These reservations, I argue, stem from concerns about violations of two types of purity: spatial purity (the purity of the sacred cyber-altar space in which Vishnu resides) and mental purity (the purity of the mental state of the devotee who is performing the cyber-pūjā). However, although devotees have concerns over the violations of purity that stem from cyber-pūjā, many have come up with novel, medium specific, ritual practices that can help overcome or at least mitigate these purity violations.  I discuss these ritual practices—which include actions such as lighting incense in front of the computer, clearing one's private data (browsing history, etc.,) and moving the computer to a separate part of the desk—and the ways that they enhance both the computer as a space for worshipping Vishnu and devotees' mental purity while doing so.  Finally, I conclude the article with a discussion of the importance that Vaishnavas place on purity of intention, and show that for many devotees, pure devotional intention is all one needs in order to overcome any seemingly problematic aspect of cyber-pūjā.

  

  

  	Document type:	
        Article
        
        
        
      
	Editor:	Heidbrink, Simone ; Miczek, Nadja
	Journal or Publication Title:	Online - Heidelberg Journal of Religions on the Internet: Vol. 04.1 Special Issue on Aesthetics and the Dimensions of the Senses
	Date Deposited:	24 Nov 2010 14:50
	Date:	2010
	Faculties / Institutes:	Philosophische Fakultät > Institut für Religionswissenschaft
	DDC-classification:	200 Religion
	Controlled Keywords:	Ästhetik, Wahrnehmung, Religion
	Uncontrolled Keywords:	Sinne , Internet , Religiöse Praxis , Hinduismussenses , internet , religious practice , Hinduism



  
  















About | FAQ | Contact | Imprint |




	[image: OA-Logo]	[image: DINI certificate 2013]	[image: ]		[image: Logo der Open-Archives-Initiative]




